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ABSCESS OF THE LIVER. 

“Anscess of the liver, except in connexion with general 
Pyxmia, is of rare occurrence in this country. The experience 
of it as an idiopathic affection, or in association with dysen- 
tery, when the question of its being idiopathic is an open one, 
is almost limited to practitioners in India, and to those in this 
country who are brought into contact with officers, seamen, 
and other individuals who return invalided from tropical ¢li- | | ¥) 
mates. The literature of the subject is, therefore, mainly 
identified with the names of old Indians, as Annesley, Waring, 
‘Twining, Martin, and Morehead, or of those at home, as Dr. 
Budd, who have had some special opportunity of observing the | the 
disease. The Seamen’s Hospital is the source from which Dr. 
Budd drew much of the materia] for his admirable work ‘‘ On 
Diseases of the Liver ;” and it is still the special field for the 
study of tropical hepatic and other affections in their subacute | an 
and chronic forms. I have on several occasions contributed 
papers to Tue Lancer in illustration of such affections, and I 
purpose now giving the results of my experience in reference 
to hepatic abscess. 
I have before me the notes of -two cases ; 


2. Pain (a) direct—superficial and acute if the abscess be so 
near the surface as to involve the peritoneum ; deep-seated and 
detected by firm over the h sottto when the 
— is away the surface. connexion with this 

may be noticed the position of the patient, who is 

generally moat eareom his » dragging 
% throbbine pa and pain from re if he lies on 
his right n is also felt when active suppura- 
“or istant pain, referable to the right 
le to dismiss the unsatisfactory term 
” in reference to this , Seeing that it is cansed 
direct irritation of nerves. In is Huuterian Oration, Mr. 
ilton explains the transference of pain to the shoulder, in 
hepatitis gene Sat that the right phrenic nerve 
arising from the third and fourth cervical gives off a branch, 
which takes its course under the inferior cava, h the 
fissura venosa into the porta of the liver, and, finally, one 
or two filaments to the round ligament. It will be remem- 


" bered, also, that the cervical nerves, from which the phrenic 
What 


Proceeds, send branches to the skin about the shoulder 

the value of this —— in the diagnosis of abscess? Not, 
I think, great, unless en in connexion with other symptoms. 
It was t in eight of my cases, and in only seventeen 
cent. cases collected by Rouis. —— it as 


pathognomonic of abscess in the 
and Budd’s experience accords wi he This view 

confirm. The eymptom in queation was present in one case i 
which the abscess was below the ribs and was clearly 


! 


which the abscess had opened into the lung, and also in two 
cases in which there were several abscesses in different or 
imagine, that pain in the shoulder w present 


Morehead that it is merely a natural effort to ward off 
from a tender part beneath ; and that, while such contraction 
may be a valuable sign of a inflammation, it has no 


special relation to he 


it was profound; in another case, connected with general 

nd Its absence would rather 
Pip in the di from other affections of the 
liver, and may be ex by the fact that a large ion of 
the organ is usually intact for the performance of its func- 


5. snd for are symptoms which woul po 


whi 
materially aid in the di 
ent of imp would vary with 
If it is about to open ex- 
ternal, we should have renee of skin, ct 
which is perhaps the most common result, it effects 
into the lung by adhesions with and ulceration 
throug the daphrage and itn serous investment we bave 
additional series of symptoms, which will be noticed sub- 


The stools are usually natural, loose rather than 
liver-stra 


an He had never 
suffered from this latter complaint before. He was compara- 
tively well from the dysentery at the end of a week or so ; 
pain in the abdomen. For the last three weeks the pain 
centred in the right hypochondrium, and been with 
es 

on admission.—Complains of pain in the 
bondrium, increased by 
ant exten um. The abdominal muscles 


promi 


linseed-meal 
were rather 


f thickish, 


per | appeared to improve; but on the 14th complained of more 


et te On the 17th it was found that he had 

usely in the course of the two or three pre- 

vious wi apparent benefit for week 

acid, which was continued, with t benefit, for a week 

or two, the motions maintaining a thy character, and the 
disturbance being 


an Twining as distinctive of deep-seated hepatic mischief. This 
symptom existed in a few of my cases, but I have observed it 
ee in connexion with other abdominal affections, ani I think with 
| 
erwise, 
ly charged 
11e, uri Most aways and my 
| rience agrees with that of Mr. Busk, who tells me that he 4 
almost invariably found it to contain a pink or lateritious a 
° er Daving met With in private practice. 1 purpose e following case may be introduced here in illustration of 4 
narrating but one or two cases at any length, and shall avail | the symptoms and course of the affection :-— ; 
, myself merely of a general analysis of the rest in elucidation | D. B——, aged thirty-eight, an Irishman, was admitted into 7 
of doubtful or interesting points. the Dreadnought on Dec. 3rd, 1857. He had twice had ague : : 
Abscess of the liver is not always readily diagnosed. In | once, nine years before, in New Orleans, for three weeks; and q 
‘gome of my cases the more striking symptoms were wanting ; in, two or three months since, on the coast of Africa. About 
whilst in cases where the indications of the affection seemed 
conclusive, and the patients died exhausted by the dysenteric 
Which, expecially when taken in the agaregate, may be 
wi en in ma’ re- 
| lging ibs, or prominence of the liver below 
| them, especially if over such prominence fluctuation can be \ 
nence over its site. He bas dry cough, and short, catch- I. 
spiration; and there are loud rales im front of the right ‘Zi 
f the chest. The stools are loose, and contain plenty of 
The pulse is rapid, the skin hot and dry, and he appears | 
| emaciated. Complains of pain in the shoulder. Was 
| liquor potasse, and tincture of hyoscyamus; and calomel ; 
| and opium every four hours. Was placed on milk diet. ] 
| Dec. 6th.—Much relieved by the cupping; can lie on the { 
{ back, bat not on the left side. On inquiry, it pom that he 
| has had shivering a’ cold, and that it 
| comes on when he is continue the calo- 
| | mel, to have a larg — over the 
| right side, and, as t 0 , a dose of 
| 7th.—Bowels have acted three times 
} of sp. gr. 1020. 
n the 9th he vomited a quantity o ; 
and afterwards felt relieved. From tl 
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Jan. 7th, 1858,—Has more pain, and there is undue fulness 
over the region of the liver, though no material enlargement 
downwards. Leaning on the right side causes pein, and he com- 
plains of pain and soreness in the right shoulder and along the 
inner side of the arm. acid 

ight. This seemed to do » especi as re 
the om ral of the liver, and in diminishing the hectic fever. 

On the 26th he complained of formication over the chest and 
aw ot i hiccough, and the bath was discon- 


On the 29th he was worse; felt much prostration; more pain 
in the right hypochondrium, increased on moving or coughing, 
and he had sweated copiously at night. 

From this date, through the month of February and 
part of March, he continued, with occasional improvements for 
a day or two, to get worse; the hepatic symptoms and indi- 
cations of suppuration becoming more marked, and the con- 
stitutional disturbance, in the way of hectic fever, and sub- 

uent perspirations, greater. 

arch 26th.—The abscess is pointing just above the angle 
formed by the junction of the cartilages with the osseous por- 
tion of the last ribs. The liver extends about an inch and a 
half below the normal limits. The adhesion of the liver with 
the parietes is determined by the former not one te posi- 
tion with a shifted position of the patient, or with acts of 
expiration and inspiration. As the patient was becoming ex- 
hausted, it was determined to open the abscess. This was 
accordingly done with a sharp-pointed bistoury, and about a 
pint of curdy pus escaped. The abscess continued to discharge, 
especially under the acts of coughing and deep inspiration, and 
the severer constitutional and symptoms were relieved. 
He continued, however, notwithstanding the free administra- 
tion of brandy, wine, and beef-tea, to get more prostrated and 
emaciated, and died on April 5th. 

Inspection.— Body emaciated. Liver encroaching on the 
right half of the chest to the level of the third rib. Right 
lung compressed, carnified below, «edematous above. At the 
apex three cicatrices, but no evidence of present tuberculous 
condition. Left lung healthy. Anterior surface of liver firmly 
fixed to abdominal pari ten for several inches around the ex- 


through the etes. No of A number 
gangrene. 


was healthy ; right kidney pale and flabby, left healthy; 
some of the glands Large intestine dotted 


A CASE IN WHICH, AFTER THE REMOVAL 
OF SEVERAL INCHES OF THE MUSCULO. 
SPIRAL NERVE, THE SENSIBILITY OF 
THAT PART OF THE SKIN OF THE HAND 
WHICH IS SUPPLIED BY IT WAS RE- 
TAINED. 

By WILLIAM 8. SAVORY, F.B.S., 


SURGEON TO 8T. 8 


J. L——,, aged thirty-eight, a groom, was brought to me at 
the hospital by Mr. Goddard, in whose service he has been for 
many years, with a large tumour in the right arm. It occupied 
the lower third of the front and outer aspect, the biceps bound- 
ing it internally. It was very dense, regularly oval, and mea- 
sured four inches in length and three in breadth. It was 
prominent, close under the skin, freely movable, and apparently 
without any firm connexion to surrounding parts, The tumour 
itself was not painful, except when rudely handled, but he 


down the forearm to the hand. It had existed for several 
years, but, growing slowly at first, it had of late increased 
more rapidly, and now rendered the arm almost useless for 


work. In the lower third of the forearm, over the outer and 


. Another tumour, 
over ight : & somew 
h from the integument near.the occipital crest. Im- 
bedded in the skin over the whole body were numerous small 
tumours, rarely larger than a pea, of whose existence he did 
not appear conscious. He was a dark, thick-set man, of sin- 
= iar in manner, rather slow of compre- 
ension, with a remarkable hesitation in his speech. His past 


health had been , and no evidence of any further disease 
could be d He was anxious to get relief from the large 
tumour, but otherwise indifferent. 


tumour was re- 
thin stratum of muscular fibres—part of the 
spread over its surface. It was readily 
isolated from all adjacent parts except at its extremities, to 
which the whole trunk of the musculo-spiral nerve was attached. 
out of the substance of 


appeared qui 
When the tumour was divided by a longitudinal section 
examined, it was found to be 
tissue, which in the outer half was firm, and presen’ 
characters, well marked, of a fibrous tumour, but towards the 
centre was more opaque, softer, and friable, and displayed 


i 


line 


confused them; and, indeed, i 
this region with that of the inner portion of 
hand, and two inner fingers, 
of the opposite hand, no My striking difference could 
tected. All portions, too, of the back and sides of the mi 
ot appeared equally sensitive. He could distinguish 


| 


ween the contact of hot and cold bodies in this region 


em, bo oe ly declared either that he could perceive no 

ifference of sensibility, or that the radial portion of the dorsum 

of the hand was rather more sensitive than the other half. 

These observations were carefully repeated in various ways, 

day after day, -vith a uniform result ; indeed, the man at last 

got tired of them, concluding, no doubt, that the existence of 
acute sensibility had been abundantly proved. It need har 
be said that in many of these iments the man was - 
folded, and otherwise ted forming any idea of what 
we did except through the sense of touch. 

anatomists agree that, so as ordinary dissection 
the skin on the outer half or thereabout of the back of 

the hand, and of the back of the thumb, forefinger, aid outer 


back part of the radius, there was a much smaller and softer 
tumour, ; flattened, of which he took no heed because \ 
the tumour, it was divided above and below, about an inch 
b | from either end, and then the tumour was at once removed. 
| 
| abundance of granules and molecules of oil. This portion o. 
the tumour was evidently in a state of fatty degeneration. 
When the nerve was traced into the substance of the tumour, 
its fibrils could be followed for some distance, spreading out 
; in every direction, until at length they were lost amidst the 
' bands and bundles of fibres, The tumour was clearly a neu- 
roma, and had grown in the midst of the fibrils of the musculo- . 
spiral nerve, unravelling them as it had enlarged. The sur- 
faces of the large wound were brought together and lightly 
} ernal apercure. eight Of liver, six pounds and & Hall. All went on fairly well after the | 
the right lobe there was a lange abscess, with smaller ones Fag ene ‘or forty-eight hours there was some fever, but on 
communicating with it. It had burrowed outwards and down- | the third day he was free from any constitutional disturbance. 4 
wards until it reached below the ribs, then forwards and | At first, too, the arm, forearm, and hand were much swollen, : 
’ right and left lobes, and contained greenish pus. Intervenin 
had circu. > 
irregular congested borders. The mesenteric and 
portal veins were healthy. 
; (To be continued.) 
| 
| 
' ll as in other parts. e always remar e distinc ' 
Litbicaie epee between the touch of a cold steel sound and one that had been ’ 
a previously dipped in hot water. When desired to experiment 
k. upon himself by touching, scratching, or pricking the different 5 
| | 
| | 
| 
complained of a tingling sensation passing from the tumour $ 
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of the back of the middle finger, is supplied only by 
seo hes of the radial nerve ; end when any variation io noticed 


in the distribution of this nerve to the back of the hand, it is 

almost always that it supplies more than the usual proportion 
not doubt there’ that in this instance the in question 
were supplied in the usual way—only through the branches of 
the radial nerve. But then how could these parts retain 
sensibility after the removal of some inches of the nerve-trunk ’ 
T can only account for it thus :—We know that in the forearm, 
just above the wrist, some small branches of the external 
cutaneous nerve communicate with the radial, and it may be 


st probable view of the matter—in- 


pe much interest and 
-four, the median nerve ‘‘ was com- 
Pit distance above the wrist. = 


their serait, muscular 

parts su vy nerve was completely 

Fiication of electricity failed to elicit any 
Gazette des Hépitaux, 1867, Nos. 131 134, for 


MALARIA FEVER IN CORSICA. 
By J. HENRY BENNET, M.D. 


I Have recently returned from a third exploration of Corsica, 
undertaken with a view to ascertain the conditions under which 
malarious fever is generated in that lovely island. I wished 
particularly to learn whether its existence in summer may be 
considered a drawback to Corsica’s being regarded one of the 
winter sanitaria of the Mediterranean. Having been the one 
to discover Ajaccio medically, as it were, in 1862, and finding | innocen 
that the efforts I have since incessantly made to direct attention 
to its special advantages are at last about to be crowned with 
success, I thought it incumbent on me to study this malaria 

that I wight not prove a false guide and prophet. 


gentlemen will take private pati and there will be at least 
boarding-house. For further details this 
th colony I must refer to my work entitled ‘‘ Winter 
in the South of * [would only add, as it has been 
extensively reported I mean to there that I 
have no such intention. I have no other interest in io than | 


the philanthropic wish to be of use to the tribe of invalids 
whom I warn off from the large southern towns, by finding out 
for them, in addition to Mentone and the Genoese Riviera, a 
new and in locality, with an island climate—in some 
forms of disease a decided advantage. 

On leaving Ajaccio I travelled south to Sartene and Boni- 
facio, and ascended the Oriental coast up to Bastia and 
Cap Pino, examining specially the mouths of the rivers, and 
conversing with the native medical men I met. I also 
paid a visit to the penitentiary of Salabianda on the eastern 
coast, where 1000 convicts are employed in draining most 

tial marshes, and respecting which | have some inter- 
esting details to give. 

The following are the results at which I arrived. Wherever 
a river or torrent descends from the mountains or valleys, and 
empties itself into the sea, there is malaria, or intermittent 
fever, in the plains which it waters, from the sea-level to an 
altitude varying from 100 to 200 feet. This I ascertained with 
the barometer. On ascending these valleys, when the barometer 
indicated an elevation of he 150 to 200 feet I was all but 
invariably told, “Now we are safe; people can live here all 
the year round.” In the more malarious of these 
= he I generally found that we were only a Ee feet above 
the sea-level, and that the por yD was nearly flat. The fever 

June, increases in intensity 
towards the end of October, as 
penadtetaen caine It is often very severe, and assumes 
occasionally the pernicious form. It complicates nearly all 
other diseases that occur whilst it reigns. On the eastern coast, 
where there are a series of marshes and ponds through which 
the rivers empty themselves into the sea, the fever is 
more severe more fatal than elsewhere. 

There are a few villages and isolated houses in these mala- 
rious plains, but they are only inhabited during the cool 
months of the year. By the beginning or middle of July the 
harvest is over, and then the entire population abandon their 
homes and go to the mountains behind, there to occupy other 
habitations at an altitude of several thousand feet, dunn the 
hot months. Well-to-do people leave at the beginning of June, 
to return at the end of October. The working class leave when 


the ground. 

Intermittent fever exists not only in Corsica, but in all the 
Mediterranean islands, and on the mainland, 
conditions, wherever a river runs into the sea. It appears 
me that the extreme prevalence of intermittent on the eed. 
terranean shores, at the outlets of rivers, in a tem 
climate, is in a great measure owing to the sea being all but 
tideless. When storms come, the sand and shingle are thrown 
up in great masses at the mouth of the rivers. There is no 
tidal scour as in the Atlantic, so that the waters of the river 
are pent up, flow back, and swamp all the low lands, saturating 
is not the action of winter frosts, as in northern 


im Apeil and May an the banks of the 
or Thames It — seems quite sufficient to 
aguish fever in a subtropical 
been saturated with water, either from rain or overflow, in 


ince, 

tion. Tiny ballon thoh a aniling 
of a pure running stream, such as they have fished in and 
bathed in day after day in their youth, during 7 Au 

fly from pooh 
ial—a to fly as soon as spring is over. y 

work as at home 


ronment five years ago, 
i reclaim some of f the ponds and swamps 
tal coast. Unfortunately the Government gave 


5 | 


| 
ab Lhe radial receives Liaments Irom 
external cutaneous, which so pass down to be distributed, 
the filaments of the radia] 
seems to me to be the mo 
; deed, the only reasonable one. here should assuredly 
ha more difficulty in conceiving such a transference of the 
ments of the ulnar and radial on the back of the h 
The arrangement of the small branches so near their 
tribution would hardly admit of this. But if this expl 
tion be the true one, it suggests a much larger quest 
Are nerves so isolated in their distribution as they are 1 
believed to be? of the communicat 
com has been hi ised ? ques 
is one which appears to be beyond the reach of any ordi 
dissection, and perhaps it will be best answered hereafter f 
: observation and experiment in cases like the present one. 7. 
Let me add that this case is not an isolated one. In | 
Lancer of the 30th of last November there is a notice of a< 
q 
markable instance. 
that it requires no marsh or pond to produce malaria. g 
f the most pestilential plains 1 saw — plains where 
tha ere sbould no & & Zoo all for drainage, and 
d — b July heat should be reached. The natives of these } 
I landed at Ajaccio on the 22nd of April, and found every- | countries know this, and act accordingly ; but northerners do \ 
i thing in a prosperous and promising condition. Two medical | \ 
friends, who had passed a couple of winters with me at Men- 
’ tone—Dr. Bierman, a German physician, and Dr. Ribton, of : 
Dublin—have definitively settled there, and have placed them- i 
: selves at the head of the movement. A considerable number | ] 
q of German and British invalids have passed the latter part of | 
the past winter under the care of these gentlemen at Ajaccio, 4 
i and all, I believe, have been much pleased with their experi- ‘ 
ence of the new health colony. A sufficient amount of q 
te lenge and commedions hand | 
and in the meanwhile every effort is being made to improve s an agricultural colony 
: the existing accommodation for next winter. These medical | } 
| 
irector to a clever energetic officer, DUt a q 
northerner, who knew nothing of Corsica or its fever. He 7 
thought all he heard fudge ; that the fever was the result of the 
men working in the heat of the day and being badly fed. So he 
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had the convicts up before daylight, and made them work at 
the drainage in “‘ coal of the morning.” ‘Then he had them 
home in the heat of the day for dinner and a siesta, and sent 
them out to work again in the “‘cool of the evening.” The 
local medical men and the Corsicans around him stood aghast 
at a plan so contrary to all their experience. For they wait 
until the sun has dispersed early miasma-loaded vapours, and 
return home before sunset. But he was not to be persuaded, 
reported the medical men under him for ‘‘ insubordination,” 
and had his own way. The result may be easily foreteld. He 
lost during two years 65 per cent. of the convicts, or 665 out 
of the 1000 each year. e@ government was horror-struck, 
and the colony would have been abandoned had not the stub- 
born director, most fortunately, himself died of the malaria, A 
more rational man was then appointed, who allowed the medi- 
eal staff free scope, and everything was reversed. The men 
were sent to work an hour after sunrise, and t home an 
hour before sunset. In the summer they were all transferred 
to the mountains, and various other precautions were taken, 
with such good results that last year the mortality, in the same 
eonditions and locality, was only 34 per cent., or 35 in 1000. 
These details I had from Dr. Tavera, the present very intelli- 
gn medical superintendent of the penitentiary. Great works 

ve been accomplished. One or two large brackish ponds 
and swamps have been already drained, a vast amount of 
land reclaimed. 


It seems incredible that such perverse stubbornness on the 
Yn of officials in authority should exist, and that masses of 
uman beings should be shouldered into eternity through their 
blind opposition to professional knowledge. But simular cir- 
eumstances are constantly ing. If my memory does not 
mislead me, at the commencement of the Crimean war our 
troops were in autumn, by the officer in command, at 
the side of a malarious fresh-water lake, near Varna, in direct 
ition to the medical staff; and soon after the camp was 
imated by fever. in, the case of the regiment recently 
taken to sicken and die at the Mauritius by its colonel, in 
— to the medical staff, must be in everybody's mind. 
e deduction I draw from these researches is, that any 
of Corsica is safe as a residence, either for invalids or 
urists, from the Ist of November to the middle or end of 
May; but I do not advise either the one or the other to go to 
Corsica, or to remain there, during the summer months, unless 
they leave the plains and the outlets of rivers, and settle on 
some mountain height. As the mountains rise to a height of 
nine thousand feet, there are many glorious regions where, 
throughout the heats of summer, a bracing healthy climate 
and immunity from the intense summer heat of the Mediterra- 
mean would be secured. The establishment of some such cool 
mountain retreat for summer is of the plan I have been ad- 
voeating for the last six years. I have found a most lovely spot, 
ealled ‘‘ Foci,” some four thousand feet above the sea, on the 
summit of the which crosses the mountains that 
Ajaccio on the western coast from Bastia on the eastern. It 
is now in contemplation to build a summer hotel there. Such 
an establishment would be of great value to Nice, 
Mentone, and to the Riviera ‘ 
Grosvenor-street, June, 1868. 


THE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF 
SUN-STROKE. 


By W. C. MACLEAN, M.D., 
PROFESSOR OF MILITARY MEDICINE, ARMY MEDICAL SCHOOL, NETLEY. 


Tue number of cases of sun-stroke reported in the general 
and medical press induces me to offer a few observations 
chiefly on the prevention and treatment of this formidable 
affection. In my article on Sun-stroke published in the 
second volume of ‘‘ Reynolds’s System of Medicine,” I pointed 
out that sportsmen in India constantly expose themselves in 
the hottest weather when in pursuit of game. Those who 
use reasonable precautions, who protect the head and nape by 
a head-dress adapted to the purpose, wear loose clothing of a 
suitable material, and abstain from stimulants, rarely suffer 
from sun-stroke. 

On the other hand, men who are made to undergo fatigue 


under a hot sun, dressed as British soldiers generally are, in 
tight-fitting clothes, and encumbered with heavy and badly- 
adjusted accoutrements, wearing a head-dress which not only 
gives no protection, but concentrates the sun’s rays on their 
heads, suffer from insolation in a most fatal form. In illus- 
tration of this I quoted the well-known example of the 68th 
Regiment, which, dressed and accoutred in the manner above 
indicated, paraded at Madras at an early hour in the afternoon 
in one of the hottest months of the year, to attend the funeral 
of the late General M‘Dowell. The result, as my friend Sir 
Ranald Martin has described, was, that before the funeral 
parade was over, the men began to fall senseless; one died on 
the spot, two more in less than two hours, and men suffering 
from insolation in various degrees were Lrought into hospital 
all that night aad part of next day. I further illustrated this 
part of the subject by the case of the 98th Regiment, which, 
dressed and accoutred as above, took part in the capture of 
Chin-Kiang-Foo, the final military operation of the war in 
China under Sir Hugh (now Lord) Gough. A great many men 
were struck down by the sun; about fifteen died on the spot. 
For the most part they fell on their faces, gave a few convul- 
sive gasps, and expired. It is a noteworthy fact, of which I 
was an eye-witness, that the 18th Royal Irish and the 49th 
Regiments, employed on the same day, in the same service, 
and exposed to the same fierce heat, hardly suffered at all. 
Why? They marched and fought under the guidance of 
officers in tropical war, who had for their advisers 
medical o' of equal experi and the result was that 
the soldiers went into action without their leather stocks, 
with their jackets loose and open, and, above all, with white 
covered forage caps on their heads. In the same article I have 
shown how high temperature induces a variety of the same 
terrible symptoms when men are massed in ill-ventilated bar- 
racks, and gave some historical examples in poi From the 
above some important lessons may be for our guidance 
ional 


- 
man should fall out, an abundant supply of water should be 
at hand for drinking and douching purposes. 

For those who are obli to exert themselves in the sun, 


su nature” brandy-and-water and anne ale. 

walking in sun, particularly in hot streets, 
when there is little movement in the air, the use of an um- 
brella, with, for choice, a white cover, can hardly be thought 
effeminate. It is almost useless to add, after what has been 
said, that at such a temperature as we have lately had it is 
dangerous to mass a number of people in ill-ventilated dormi- 
tories, although it is probable that the formi ptoms 


struck down 


respiration in motion, at first by catches and gasps, finally in 
‘manner. If the beat of skin be, as it usually 


4 
i 
PF 


attack. The patient should be made to inhale ammonia, with 
the usual from time to time. As soon as sensi- 
bility is restored, it is well to give a purgative ; moderate 


| In such tropical weather as we now have, troops should 
| parade for exercise only in the early morning or evening, and ? 
| tea is in run, most refreshing 
| beverage. Every experienced Indian sportsman will subscribe 
| to this. It is notorious in the East, that the sportsmen who 
**come to grief” from the sun are those who endeavour ' 
a under a temperature of 90" r. 
on The best and safest mode of treating a person 
l by heat is at once to remove him to the nearest shade, to s 
neck, and chest. By this means a powerful impression is made 
on the cutaneous nerves, the effect of which is to set suspended 
| 
the above means, shave the 
convulsive form of the disease chloroform may be inhaled, as 
advised by Dr. Barclay, but always under medical supervision. 
Fever has appeared extensively at Porto- 
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MR. EWENS ON EPITHELIOMA OF THE LIP. 


ON A 
CASE OF PARTIAL PLACENTA PRAVIA. 


By ROBERT FOWLER, M.D., 
DISTRICT MEDICAL OFFICER OF THE EAST LONDON UNION. 


account of excessive ante-partum flooding. 
arrived at full time with her sixth child. She had enjoyed 
good health im her pregnancy, with the exception of a pain in 
the left hip during the latter months, Her five previous 
labours had been natural and quick. In this last 

her work had been harder than heretofore, she having to carry 
heavy weights up and down stairs. A little before midnight 
of Nov. 8th she was awoke by a sudden gush of fluid per 
vaginam, without the least pain, She had had no sudden ex- 
citement or unusual physical exertion during the preceding day. 
iting Cette fluid was blood, she sent for the mid- 

e, 


wife, who found her standi and gaping, and still profusely 
flooding. She was placed on 
ascertain the On my arrival I found her in a 
state of collapse— cold, feeble voice, and almost pulseless. 
Fluid and clotted was i her, and “‘ she 


There being no food in the save 
some of the latter made, and in about 
her therein another dose of the 


return af hemorrhage either before 
i and three a.m. of the 10th. 
bones of the child's head were 
was discoloured, and 


down and combated by Dr. Barnes, in his Lettsomian 
for 1857. I believe i 
inasmuch as, having full command of patient I deter- 
minedly resisted the very great temptation of rupturing 
membranes, 

Bishopsgate-street Without, June, 1868. 


EPITHELIOMA OF THE LIP, OF FIVE YEARS 
STANDING, REMOVED; AND LIP RESTORED 
BY CHEILOPLASTIC OPERATION. 


By JOHN EWENS, L.R.C.P. & L.R.C.S. Eprs. 


J. B——, aged seventy-five, had been for five years suffering 
from epithelial cancer of the lower lip. When first seen, nearly 
five years ago, it was very small ; but he resolutely refused te 
be operated upon. However, by the end of last year, the dis- 
ease had increased to such a formidable extent, and the paim 
was so constant and so severe, that he at last consented te 
an operation, which now involved nothing less than the loss of 
the whole lip; thus exposing the lower teeth and gums, and, 
moreover, allowing the constant dribbling of saliva. 


I therefore proposed making them 

whilst contemplating the subject, met with a 

Dr. Andrew ‘Buchanan's operation in Erichsen's ry, 
a 


opted 
Accordingly, at 3 p.m. on Dec. 3lst (without chloroform), 
assisted by Messrs. i 
(Dr. Fielding), I removed the whole of the di structures 
ie nearly semilunar incision, extending from one angle of 
mouth to the 


and Slade, and my assistant 


rather less being removed from the 


side (Fig. 1, line 4B). The bleeding from the 
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Axzovr one s.m. Nov. 9th, 1867, I was summoned by the 

* union midwife to M. M——, aged thirty-five, residing at 

King-court, one of the most wretched places in my district, on 

| These serious inconveniences led me to contemplate restora- 
| tion of the lower lip. The question then arose as to the best 

method. Supplying flaps from the cheeks ted the ad- 
vantage of having mucous membrane, and thus obviating the 
had flooded a pailful. he presentation was 8o high th contraction arising from a granulating surface; but it was 
could not make it out, until I had the whole hand in the | feared lest, at so advanced an age, flaps thus strained mi 
vagina, The os was dilated to the size of the mouth of a wine- 
‘ | ag It was impossible without great and excessive violence to 
Os posterior lip of { 
os, and the posterior portion of the cervix was clearly thick- : 
latter I detected the fetal head cowrad with the membrance 
There was not the least uterine pain. Finding it impracticable 
to introduce my hand, I passed two fingers through the os, and 
completely as high as my fingers could | 
a reach, from ite ical attachment. Immediately I had ¢f- | Tight : 
Sected this all hemorrhage ceased. I then gave one scruple of ; 
popter of ergot in brandy-and-water, and covered the poor 7 
ivering thing with what wretched means were at hand. 
and tea, I had 
lf an hour's time gave d 
Yo pain followed, The j 
woman had, however, wonderfully rallied, had become warm, a 4 
somewhat protruded the os, I now determined, as TAA 
there seemed no necessity to hasten or force labour, to watch Mas. rf 
and see what Nature could or would do. Asa matter of pre- 
previously. plaguing the vagina, I lets her in charge F 
of the soon also to leave, being sent for 
been no hemorrhage no pain. She was doing well. To mn. 4 x J 
continue her brandy, tea, and sopped bread. At nine a.m. she “Ff \p A 
obtained the necessary medical comforts. At two P.M. matters 
were stillthe same. As she complained of inability to make 
water, I removed the plug, which was scarcely stained with S : 
sanguineous discharge. She received four visits from the mid- | labial arteries was stopped by torsion. Next an incision was { 
At eleven I found her complaining | made in the lines D and and DF and EG; and the flaps 
of pain in the lower belly. This evidently depended on dis- | on either side included by these incisions were carefully <dis- a 
tended bladder, and was at once relieved by catheterism. The | sected from their subjacent connexions, with a considerable 
0s was now more dilated and softer, and the head was just | thickness of cellular tissue. ape Grong See Sorat 
entering the brim. There were still no pains. In an hour and united in the median line by three hare-lip pins (Fig. 
ather ng vials bo. the pationt paine come on, which the midwile The point of the triangular piece left by incisions c p and cz | 
on her arrival found well established. Nature had ruptured | was cut off, and (to keep the flaps in position) a pin was passed q 
the membranes, the head was in the cavity, and completely Send 
through the os. A atill-born male child was naturally ex- Dry lint was laid over the wound, lint placed between 
| the raw surfaces and the lower jaw. The patient passed a 7 
| quiet night ; and when seen at 10 a.m. next day, union by first 
intention had commenced in the vertical suture, also the edges 4 
no notice e ce y owing toa up Ww ' 
Remarks. —This case very forcibly illustrates the implicit drome conn, 
reliance which may be put on the ability of Nature (when was thought advisable not to disturb the union. On the third 3 
F perly assisted) to terminate a case of placenta previa. The day the lower pin was removed ; but it was then apparent that y 
the physiological and therapentical points so ably laid | supply of blood having been cut off by the crossing of the ver- 
] 
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tical pin. And here I would admit the use of this pin to have 
been an error; but as the contraction of the ulcer left by the 
slough did not affect the ultimate result, it was of no practical 
importance. 


— slough at the 
bottom of the left triangle, which on the eighth day gave some 
little anxiety (but soon yielded to the plication of ual parts 
of carbolic acid and glycerine), the healing process went on un- 
interruptedly, and at the end of a month the patient wished to 
resume his occu but he complied with my request to 
ber data, Chew ths 

At thi operation, the 
patient is quite well, and there is no of recurrence 
of the disease. He does not shave 


With the exception of a suepici 
e 


with his naturally healthy constitution, led me to recommend 


ieve his being conscious was a great assistance, as he exer- 
cised the most perfect control over himself, only groaning once 
at the first incision. 

Milton-Abbas, Blandford, Dorset, 1963. 


BOOT AND SPLINT FOR THE CURE OF 
CLUB-FOOT, WITHOUT DIVISION 
OF TENDONS. 


By GEORGE GREWCOCK, Esq., M.R.C.S. 


By this instrument the generality of cases of club-foot can 
be cured without division of tendons. This avparatus will in 
a great measure, but not entirely, supplant the entire division 
of tendons; which, I maintain, ought never to be undertaken. 
From considerable experience, I believe that in the majority of 


eases, where the inversion of the foot or elevation of the heel 


an cure be effected without any division. 

, the ons t to unite by a strong connecting 
band of plastic lymph ; practically, they do aehiag of the 
sort. There is a communicating band, but it is weak and in- 
sufficient in the poy of cases to give the stability and 
strength necessary for the useful movements of the foot. 
When, however, the tendo Achillis cannot be elongated by 


-means of mechanical extension, I have found that ially 


dividing the tendon on each side, cutting it about across 


splint so treated many cases of talipes &c., 
and find that the majority of cases can be cured without divi- 
sion in from two to six months. 

upper end is a concealed screw. India-ru bands 


The instrument is made and sold Mr. 
eee is by Odery, Clumber 


OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


Ix THE 
HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 
autem ext alta pro certo noscendl vis, nisi 


et morborum 
tum aliorum, tum habere, et inter 
sc comparare.—Monaaent De Sed. Caus. Mord., lib. iv. Prowmium. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 
STRANGULATED INGUINAL HERNIA ; OPERATION ; 
PERITONITIS ; DEATH. 
(Under the care of Mr. Baknarp Hott.) 

How small a part as a symptom constipation sometimes plays 
in dangerous and even fatal cases of strangulated hernia is well 
shown in the following case, for particulars of which we are in- 
debted to Mr. R. H. Lloyd, dresser to Mr. Holt. 


side 
of the scrotum, which had suddenly appeared after a 
false step on the kerbstone the same evening between 5 6 
o'clock. He states that he has suffered from hernia for the 


last fifteen years, gi 
he has always been able to reduce it entirely. 
worn a truss. The tumour is on the right side, and 
and tense—about the size of a small cocoa-nut,—and is sli 

i external abdominal ring, which is 


is 
its e upper 
is no translucency of the tumour. 
| shortly after his admission, which relieved the 


[Avo. 1, 1868. 
— —_— Any amount of extension-power can be obtained. The ad- 
vantages of this instrument consist in that the extension-force 
can be regulated and increased, whilst the tendons gradually 
but effectually elongate. 
FIG.2 
| = 
| BAS 
\ 
| 

Mia 

=; 

new lip forms a most useful substitute, and with a slight effort ; —. is — : 

can be brought in contact with the upper one 
to cut off the point of the triangular piece, but, ry ~ 4 
ween the lower er of the retaining it in i- 
tion by the lowest of the hare-lip == POS | Regent-street, Nottingham, July, 1968, 

1 rarity of cheiloplastic operations, and as showing the remark- ? 
A) able restorative powers of Nature in a man advanced in life ; ° > 
3 also from the fact that, although the disease had existed so 4 Plirror 
the was not at all affected. This 

; that I fully warned him of the possibilities of the disease re- 
turning, and of other contingencies. The patient preferred not 
inhaling chloroform ; and as there was reason to suspect a : 

: fatty condition of heart, indicated by occasional intermission of \ 

; 7 I should have been reluctant to administer it ; and I be- 4 

: 
4 

4 John M——, aged thirty-three, was admitted into West- 

| 

| 

never 

to its utmost. There is a good deal of depression, and the q 
atient is in much pain, tossing about restlessly. He lies on ) 

i the OULer side, ANd again on the inner, Will allow sufiicien 

7 elongation of the tendon without permanently weakening the iM: 

e foot, and escaping the evil of an entire division. I have with hi 

‘ tirely. His bowels had been open up to the time of the acci- i 

dent, and he has even had a motion since his admission. 

March 9th.- 11.15 a.m.: Pulse 100, small. Complains of 

f very great paip Has been sick three times in the course of 
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the night, but the vomited matters have only been mucus and 
the contents of his stomach, The tumour has increased in 
size since he was admitted, Ordered to have ice over the 
tumour, and the following enema: castor oil and oil of turpen- 
tine, of each half an ounce; water to sixteen ounces. — Mr. 
Holt saw the patient at 1.45 p.m. He was immediately placed 
under the influence of chloroform till complete anesthesia was 
uced, and an attempt was made to reduce the hernia by 
the application of the taxis. This proving ineffectual, the 
scrotum was shaved in part, and an incision about two inches 
and a half long was made in the long axis of the tumour, be- 
ginning a little above the external ring. In this incision, the 
skin, superficial fascia, and the ar tissue were divided, 
and a small vessel required ligature. The dissection was car- 
ried on very carefully through the layers of tissue until the 
sac was reached, A small opening was made into it, and a 
director introduced, on Shick inceunnt it was divided to 
the required extent. The instant the sac was , the in- 
testines bulged out, covering the knife, and a quantity of 
serous fluid gushed forth from both the upper and lower parts 
of the wound. The tendinous aponeurosis forming the external 
ring was notched, and the intestine returned bit by bit. The 
sac contained a very large quantity of intestine; the part 
which was first seen was of a deep claret colour, and the part 
that was nearest the place of stricture was deeply congested 
and almost black, still however ing its glistening ap- 
pearance, and there were no sails on eat part of it. 
were no adhesions between the sac and the intestine. The 
edges of the wound were brought together by several sutures, 
a thick pad was placed over the external ring, and the thighs 
tied together. ered fifteen minims of the sedative liquor 
co ee iately ; ice to be taken, and milk diet, with 
-tea, 

10th.—Slept fairly; has been sick several times during the 
night ; pulse 145, small, but easily compressible ; has had an 
action of the bowels. He lies on his back with his knees 
drawn up, and complains of pain over the abdomen of a gnaw- 
ing character, especially if pressed upon. The ing is 
almost entirely thoracic, and the respirations 32 per minute. 
The abdomen is somewhat tympanitic. He has an anxious, 
drawn look, Ordered brandy and soda-water, two ins of 
chloride of mercury and half a grain of opium powder every 
four hours, and a mixture containing ammonia and chloric 
ether. In the evening the pain in great measure left him ; 
but his abdomen became more tympanitic, and he became 
weaker. A little later he had five motions one after the other, 
and death took place at 12.30 a.m. on the llth. 

The post-mortem examination took place at 4 p.m. on the 
llth of March. The body was that of a strong, well-built 
man. On opening the incision, no sign of adhesion could be 
seen — at the upper part, where there had been slight 
effusion of plastic lymph. On carrying the incision higher up, 
the smali intestines, and in fact all the intestines, were found 
much distended with air, and glued together and to the peri- 
toneum by masses and bands of coagulable lymph. There was 
a good deal of serum, tinged with blood, in the abdomen; and 
the small intestines were shiny and firm throughout the whole 
of their extent, and presented colours of a dark-brown, yellow, 
and green. At some spots, especially near the attachment of 
the mesentery, they looked as if the mucous membrane had 
been scarified, and the submucous tissue blown up. 

Mr. Holt remarked that although, in the above case, the 
patient had been the subject of hernia for some years, yet it 
was so inconsiderable as not to occasion him any inconvenience 
or to require the application of a truss. It might therefore be 
likened to those cases where a large mass of intestine had be- 
come suddenly protruded, and where the patient was at once 

in the most imminent danger. The suffering in such 
Instances was always severe; the peritoneum was stretched to 
the utmost, and the intestine pressed into the smallest space. 
These cases, Mr. Holt said, should be operated upon without 
delay. If the taxis, under chloroform, is not successful, no 
time should be lost, as every hour the intestine remains strangu- 
lated the danger to the patient is materially increased. In 
performing the operation, great care is required not to injure 
the bowel, which usually lies in such immediate proximity to 
the sac as to be easily wounded. In the present case life might 
probably have been saved if the operation had been performed 
earlier; and, whether the bowels act or not, the operation 
should be performed if the hernia it be red , if th 
in continues, and if the patient gives other evidence of suf- 
ering and exhaustion, In a similar case in private, Mr. Holt 


in all cases of large hernia of recent date to study more par- 
ticularly the general condition of the patient, rather than rely 
upon a single action of the bowels; and in those cases where 
the protruded intestine cannot be returned, to relieve the 
stricture by operation without delay. 


ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL. 


CASES OF VARICOCELE ; OPERATIONS FOR THE 
RADICAL CURE; RESULTS. 


(Under the care of Mr. Jounw D. Hr.) 


Iv drawing attention to the treatment of varicocele, Mr. 
Hill remarked that some ingenious operations had been devised 
for its radical cure by several well-known British and Conti- 
nental surgeons, amongst whom might be mentioned Henry 
Lee, Wood, Erichsen, Ricord, Velpeau, Vidal, &c., and he had 
advantageously studied the special merits of these operations 
previous to employing the method presently to be described. 
We report the following cases because Mr. Hill had had the op- 
portunity of keeping them constantly under observation up to 
within a very recent period ; and although in principle there 
is nothing new to record, yet we think that the practical 
points which have occurred to him may be worthy of atten- 
tion by those who are interested in the subject. The opera- 
tion which he selected was the simple twisted suture of 
Velpeau, with the addition of a piece of bougie placed across 
— and beneath the ligature (as practised by Erichsen). 

se 1.—William B——, aged twenty-two, by occupation a 
labourer, was admitted into the above hospital on August 8th, 
1867. Had always enjoyed good health until about eighteen 
months previously, when he first noticed a swelling on the left 
side of the scrotum, which he attributed to a strain while 
lifting some heavy timber. This swelling gradually increased, 
causing him a dull aching pain in the grein and Joins, which 
after exertion became almost intolerable. This and the subse- 
quent wasting of the testicle induced him to seek advice. 

Examination.—The scrotum hangs very low on the left side; 
the testicle is atrophied and soft, and the convoluted veins are 
large and turgid. On coughing, a very distinct impulse can 
be felt ; but in the recumbent posture the veins can be emptied. 
The bowels bave been well relieved. 

The following operation was performed on Aug. 10th, 1867. 
The patient having been kept in the erect posture until the 
last moment, was now placed in a recumbent position ; and 
while an assistant held aside the vas deferens, three pins, 
three-quarters of an inch apart, were passed behind the veins, 
including as little as possible of the skin of the scrotum ; a 
piece of thick bougie, cut three inches long, was then placed 
crosswise ; some strong silken thread was now applied to each 
pin in a figure-of-§ over the bougie ; a small cork, a quarter of 
an inch in diameter, having been slipped along the pins, the 
operation was completed by cutting off their points imme- 
diately external to the corks. . 

11th.—Complains of pain in the left loin, and there is slight 
cedema of scrotum below pins ; scrotum to be elevated with a 
small pillow ; bowels relieved. 

12th.—There is edema between middle and lower pins ; 
complains of a sense of tightness there. Snipped three threads 
of lowermost pin, with immediate relief. ; 

14th.—Lower pin is producing irritation; pin removed ; 
veins give a semifiuid im ion ; bowels confined. Ordered 
half an ounce of castor oi 

16th.—Veins feel more solid ; second pin removed ; bowels 
well cleared out after aperient. 

18th.—Veins feel firm, and their outline can be defined ; 
u pin removed. 

lst.—Pin-holes healed up; all swelling of scrotum gone ; 

23 cap. . Instructed to wear a suspensory ban- 
dage for three wee 

Sept. 12th.— Bandage removed. 

June 3rd, 1868.—Is now quite well, and able to follow his 
usual employment. The old veins feel like thin cords, and are 

not much | than the vas deferens, There has been no 
| return of varicosity in the supplementary vessels, and the 
| patient thinks his testicle is recovering its size. It is not less, 
| and is decidedly firmer. 


in three hours after the f the herni i 
the occurrence of the hernia, and| 2 enry 


was saved. He therefore urged upon the students 


E 


— 


| 

| 
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of August, 1867, Had enjoyed prett. health, although 

of a weakly g four years 
with varicocele (left), attributable, according to his own notion 
to lifting heavy weights. Latterly he had been much troubled 
with a dragging pain in the groin. This and the wasting of 
the testicle caused him so much alarm that he applied for 
advice, 

Examination.—The scrotum hangs three inches lower on the 
left side than on the right. The veins are very large and tor- 
tuous, and the testicle is atrophied and soft. 

The same operation was ormed as in the previous case 
on the 24th of August, 1867; after which the scrotum was 
well supported by a pillow. 

Aug. 25th.—There is edema of the scrotum below the pins, 
but no tenderness; pain in the course of the cutaneous nerves. 

26th.—Tenderness about the lower pin, and swelling be- 
tween the middle and lower pins. Snipped several cords of 
both ligatures, with immediate relief. 

27th.—Sweliing diminished. Lower pin producing irri- 
tation. Pin withdrawn. 

28th.—Veins feel semifluid. Middle pin causing inflam- 
mation. It was removed. 

30th,—Veins feel firmer. 

t. 2od.—Veins feel solid. Upper pin withdrawn. 
6th.—Pin-holes healed ; scrotum sound ; veins feel hard and 
unyielding. 

7th. —Discharged. To wear a suspensory bandage for three 


28th.—Bandage removed. Veins feel cord-like. 
April 22nd, 1868.—There is no return of varicosity. Veins 
feel like fibrous cords, Testicle firmer. 
3.—Charles M——, aged twenty-four, single, by 
ion a leather-cutter, was admitted into the hospital June 20, 
867. His general health had been delicate, and he was of a 
nervous temperament, Had suffered with varicocele (left) 
about three years. He fancied he had strained himself some- 
how, but could give no very reliable information as to an acci- 
dent. He applied to the hospital because he feared his left 
testicle was wasting away. he had 
with dragging pains in the loin an in of the affected si 
which, on became almost 
Examination.—The veins are large and turgid, the scrotum 
very lax, and the testicle atrophied and much softer than the 


t one, 
On June 29th the same operation was performed as in the 
previous cases. : 
July ist.—There is slight edema of the scrotum, and pain 


in the course of the cutaneous nerves. 

2nd.-—(Edema between the middle and lower pins, Com- 
plains of tightness and a sense of fulness there. Several of the 
cords of the middle and lower ligatures were snipped with im- 
mediate relief. 

3rd.—Swelling abated; veins feel semifluid. _ 

4th,—Redness and pain around lower pin. Pin removed. 

5th.—Slightly better. Tenderness still felt. Middle pin 
Veins feel more solid, . 

7th.—(CEdema nearly gone; veins becoming firm. Upper 
pin removed. 

10th,—Swelling gone; veins feel firmer, and can now be 
defined, Pin-holes healed up. 

14th.—Veins now feel quite solid, and are reduced in calibre. 

17th.—Veins can now be felt as firm cords, Discharged. 
Instructed to wear a suspensory bandage for three weeks. 

Aug. 7th.—Bandage removed. Veins are dense and unyield- 

and about twice the size of the vas deferens. 

ay 6th, 1868.—The obliterated veins now ‘feel cord-like. 
The patient is in good health, free from all local discomfort, 
and there is no return of varicosity in the anastomotic veins. 
Testicle is firmer. 

Case 4.—Richard Y——,, aged nineteen, si by occupa- 
tion a labourer, was admitted into the hospital August 30th, 
1867, with a large varicocele (left), which had been gradually 
coming on during the preceding eighteen months. He now 
had become tly alarmed, because he had a dis- 
covered that his left testicle was wasting away; but he had 
for a long time been troubled with seminal emissions, boreal yom 
in the loins and left groin, the latter being much in on 
exertion. 

Examination.—The scrotum hangs low on the left side, and 
the tortuous veins can be seen as large as a quill, The left 
testicle is atrophied, and softer than the right one. 

The same operation ag in the other cases was performed on 
August 31st, 


Sept. 1st.—There is edema of the scrotum below the pins, 
Bowels well relieved. 

2nd.—Complains of tenderness near lower pin; also there is 
an erythematous blush of the surrounding part. 
pin, and snipped three threads of middle ligature. 

3rd.—Swelling less ; pain and redness gone, 

4th.—Veins feel semifluid ; swelling absent. 

5th.—Slight irritation near middle pin; removed it, and 
snipped three threads of pin. 

12th —Pincholen healed and contracting 

2th.—Pin-holes ; Veins ; can 
now 

15th. —Disch . Veins cord-like, To wear a suspensory 
bandage for weeks. 

Oct, 7th.—Bandage removed. Three firm cords can be felt 
—i. e., the obliterated veins. 

July Ist, 1868.—Is now in good health, and there is no 
return of varicosity. The veins are to be felt as small fibrous 
cords, each being rather smaller than the vas deferens. The 
testicle is much firmer. 


Remarks,—The poet ints to which Mr. Hill directed 
his attention may be thus briefly stated :— 


Ist. As to the necessity for an operation. These patients 
were unable to follow their ordinary empluyment by = of 
pain in the groin, loin, or testicle, which became increased 
upon exertion, notwithstanding the constant support of a 
suspensory bandage. Moreover, they had naturally become 
alarmed at the wasting of the testicle ; hence the desirability 
of an operation, 

2nd. Jn the performance of the operation there are three 
points worthy of notice:—1. To keep the patient in the erect 
posture until immediately before the pins are inserted, so as to 
enable the operator to make out the exact outline of the veins 
while distended, and thus to avoid the danger of wounding 
them. 2. To enclose as little of the scrotum as possible within 
the ligature, so as to secure direct pressure on the veins, and 
thus obviate corrugation or fluting of the scrotum. 3. To 
exert only sufficient pressure with the ligature to obliterate 
the veins, so as to guard against ulceration or death of the 
skin by tightening the ligature too much. 

3rd. As to the after-treatment.—In these, as in all other 
operations for a radical cure, much depends upon the after- 
treatment. 1. To regulate the bowels, and obviate pressure 
on the venous trunks, and to support well the scrotum with a 

illow. 2. To slacken the ligatures as edema and tenderness 
oe £8 developed, and to remove the pins on the first approach 
of inflammation, 3. To remove the pins from below upwards, 
and to slacken the ligatures in like manner. 4. To keep the 
patient entirely in the recumbent posture until the veins are 
quite solid ; and, lastly, to instruct the patient to wear a sus- 
for three he is allowed to get up, 
thus affording support to the supplemen vessels until 
are capable of maintaining the current of blood, ne 
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A Monograph on the Structure and Deve of the Shoulder- 
Girdle and Sternum in the Vertebrata. By W. Kitcuen 
Parker, F.R.S., F.Z.8. London: Hardwicke. (Ray 
Society.) 1868. 

Tue members of the Ray Society may well be congratu- 
lated, both as contributors towards the publication and as 
after-recipients of so splendid a work as is Mr. Parker's 
**Monograph on the Structure and Development of the 
Shoulder-Girdle and Sternum in the Vertebrata”—a massive 
tome, in very large quarto, comprising more than 200 pages of 
printed matter, and no less than 30 plates, full of well-executed 
and clear illustrations. The value of this publication is further 
enhanced by copious extracts, translated into English from 
certain works of the great embryologist Rathke, such as his 
teeatises upon the Breast-bone of Saurians and upon the De- 
velopment of the Chelonia. 

Mr. Parker, in the course of a few concise and clear intro- 
ductory remarks, avows his intention of steering clear of the 
Scylla and Charybdis of “final causes” and ‘‘ transcenden- 
talism,” by the avoidance of all nomenclature having a teleo- 
logical meaning, on the one hand ; on the other, by the put- 
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ting away every childish thing in the guise of an ‘‘ apophysis,” 
morphology of parts being his golden mean, and serving as the 
surest groundwork for future generalisation. 

Histology has not been neglected by Mr. Parker in researches 
which might at first sight seem to make demands upon the 
naked eye only. Three modes of ossification are recognised as 
taking place in the accessory as distinguished from the azial 
skeleton : that commencing in the intercellular substance of 
hyaline cartilage being termed “ endostosis ;” ‘‘ ectostosis” 
being applied to that which takes place in the inner layer of 
the perichondrium, in immediate contact with the outermost 
cartilage-cells; while ossifications which occur primarily in the 
skin, in subcutaneous fibrous tissue, or in aponeuroses, are in- 
cluded under the term “ perostosis.” With regard to seg- 
mentation—a most important process, —this takes place in two 
modes : either by the fission of a tract of hyaline cartilage, or 
by the formation in it of two or more osseous centres. 

Mr, Parker begins with the Placoid fishes—e. g., the rays ; 
since in the lowest of the class, the suctorial lampreys and 
their congeners, both limb-girdles and limbs are absent, and 
since the correlation of the exo- with the endo-skeleton in the 
Ganoids—such as the sturgeon—and the Siluroids, renders the 
shoulder-girdle of these fishes somewhat wanting in the sim- 
plicity so necessary for a first instance. Among reptiles, the 
Chelonia — tortoises and turtles —offer the most interesting 
peculiarities in their ‘‘plastron,” the true homologies of its 
elements having been a moot point with anatomists ; some— 
among them the elder Geoffroy St. Hilaire—holding that its 
factors answer to those of the sternum of higher vertebrates, 
and notably that of birds ; others of more recent times, such 
as Professors Oaius and Peters, maintaining that it is equiva- 
lent to a portion only of the sternum of higher animals, part 
belonging to the dermal skeleton. Rathke, however, and 
Mr, Parker have come i ly to the conclusion that 
the “‘ plastron” is developed solely in the subcutaneous tissue, 
and therefore that the homologies accredited to it by the above 
anatomists have no foundation. 

With the warm-blooded vertebrata becomes a 
very complex study, owing to changes which these undergo 
analogous to the metamorphoses of insects. There are, how- 


affinities may be recognised—such are found reapec- 
tively in the orders of which the ostrich and platypus are re- 
presentatives. 

In most birds the “furcula” or ‘‘ merry thought”—onve 
held to be the homologue of the ‘ episternum” alone in lizards 
and in the Monotremata—is made up of the interclavicular 
element as well as the two clavicles, except in the rails, some 
passerine birds, and most of the owls, where the clavicles meet 
without the intervention of the former factor. The sternum, 
however, in the case of birds, presents the greatest complexity 
to the anatomist, in that it may be parceled out into no less 
than three transverse and five longitudinal parallel regions. 
Its ribs—in all birds, the penguin only excepted—are like the 
vertebral ribs, ossified by ectostosis at first, this process being 
preceded by endostral deposits in the above-mentioned ex- 


ception. 

It has already been hinted above that marked reptilian 
affinities may be recognised in the order Monotremata, of 
which the platypus is a representation. These affinities are, 
however, rather with the Lacertilia and certain extinct Sauria 
than with the highest types,—e. g., the crocodile. More than 
this, too, as Mr. Parker suggests, there is actually no neces- 
sity for any avian bridge to span the very slight gulf which 
seems to separate mammals from reptiles ; for birds have the 
lineaments of the osseous fishes imprinted upon the skull and 
face,—‘* the most important morphological regions.” 

It is impossible to overrate the important bearing which Mr. 
Parker’s researches will have upon the serial as well as the 
general homologies of limbs ; especially when the development 


of the girdle of the pelvis shall have been worked out in as 
earnest and philosophical a spirit as that which pervades the 
monograph upon the shoulder-girdle ; and who, we ask, so fit 
to undertake this task as Mr, Parker’ 


Writings of the late Tuomas 
Appison, M.D., Physician to Guy's Hospital. Edited, 
with Introductory Prefaces to several of the Papers, by 

Dr. Witxs and Dr. Datpy. New Sydenham Rociety, 

London, 1868. 

THe profession is indebted to the Sydenham Society for 
many a good book, but we question whether it bas published 
any which will be read with greater interest than this. When 
we think of the large number of works which are issued 
nowadays, and the wordiness and worthlessness of much that 
is written, and then think of a man like Thomas Addison, 
with his vigorous and keen intellect, engaged for years at an 
institution like that of Guy’s—the physician, we may say, who 
gave to the medical department of that hospital “ the promi- 
nent character which it has of late years held in public pro- 
fessional estimation,” —and the very small amount which he 
published, the contrast may well make us pause. What 
Addison gave to the world was the result of honest work, 
severe thought, and ripe experience; and it is refreshing to 
turn from many a modern medical contribution to his tersely 
written essays and papers. . The very short biography which 
prefaces them is gracefully and tenderly written, and, what is 
more, we believe truly written. In the first papers, on the 
Anatomy of the Lung and on Pneumonia, he anticipated some 
of our latest observers by pointing out what was the actual 
condition of the lung in pneumonia, based upon a correct view 
of its anatomy. We have not space to dwell upon all his 
papers. Every one of them is well worthy of careful perusal. 
We cannot avoid, however, directing attention to that on the 
Pathology of Phthisis, which is really admirable. Addison's 
name will be handed down to posterity in connexion with that 
disease of the suprarenal capsules which he first of all pointed 
out; but his fame as a writer will not rest on this only, for 
we feel certain that future pathologists and physicians will 
often turn to the papers contained in this volume. Dr. Addi- 


Tus little volume is intended to form a supplement to 
the author’s ‘‘Manual of the Practice of Surgery,” and has 
been prepared with special reference to the recent regulations 
of the College of Surgeons, which require all candidates for 
the diploma to show a practical acquaintance with the applica- 
tion of surgical apparatus. We have in the work full rules in 
regard to the use of bandages, a description of the various 
bandages employed by the surgeon, and the mode of applying 
them in different parts of the body, The subject of splints 
has been dealt with in a similar way. Reference is then made 
to “prepared bandages,” tourniquets, and the like, the whole 
being profusely illustrated by engravings. The little work 
will be eminently useful, not only to those who are actually 
preparing for surgical examinations, but to those learning sur- 
gery in the wards of our hospitals and infirmaries, Prac- 
titioners, too, will find much in it to refresh their memories. 


MM, Lussana and Scuirr, and several other Italian pro- 
feasors, have been named Knights of the Crown of Italy. 
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: ever, generalised types among birds and mammals in which son's observation as a clinical physician went hand-in-hand 
with his study of pathology and morbid anatomy, He con- 
stantly tested the one by the other, and laboured hard and H 
successfully to reeoncile the facts of both. His powers of ij 
diagnosis were very great, and these, with the value of his 
oral teaching, have been lost ; but they impressed his pupils 
with the feeling that he was a man of capacious and clear 
intellect. 
Bandages and Splints. W. M.A., 
F.R.C,S8., Surgeon to the Week Londan Heopital. pp. 112. 
London : Henry Renshaw. 
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Tue eloquence of Mr, Sron, and the still greater eloquence 
of the facts which it is his duty to investigate and to comment 
upon, give an interest and importance to sanitary legislation 
entirely new and unprecedented. The regard of the State for 
the public health is as old, at any rate, as the Roman law. 
But it is only lately that facts have been sufficiently ascer- 
tained to enable us to conceive how much legislation may one 
day do for the health of the people. Every year makes a dif- 
ference in the boldness of the suggestions for the protection of 
the public from the causes of disease. Every other kind of 
protection is at a discount ; no party of politicians will iden- 
tify themselves with it; and yet here is a region of legislation 
in which the idea of protection grows and strengthens. 

We have already, in a preliminary notice of the Tenth Re- 
port of the Medical Officer of the Privy Council, given the 
substance of Mr. Simon’s last suggestion for further sanitary 
legislation for the protection of the public from the well-ascer- 
tained causes of disease. It is a bold suggestion. But Mr. 
Srmon is one of those bold men who generally proceed upon a 
sound basis of ascertained facts. His annual Reports are not 
only contributions of materials for legislation, but they are 
most valuable contributions towards the solution of the deepest 
problems in practical medicine. Here is his bold suggestion : 

‘* It seems te me that the time has now come when, not only 
as regards commercial water companies, but also as regards 
local sanitary authorities, certain sorts of malfeasance should 
involve an obvivus and unquestivnable liability to pay pecu- 
niary damages to persons whom the malfeasance has injured. 
1 am not qualified to say that some liability to this effect may 
not at present be latent in our law, but I believe that it has 
never hitherto been defined or affirmed ; and it is evident that 
in this state of the case years may elapse before any aggrieved 
person, unless unusually rich and public-spirited, will be wil- 
ling to incur considerable legal costs in testing his so doubtful 
claim to redress.” 

Let us not blind our eyes to the gravity of this suggestion, 
or of the powers, at least of litigation, which it would confer. 
It is a suggestion to every man who may suffer from certain dis- 
eases, particularly typhoid fever and cholera—though of course 
the application of the same principle would be practicable in 
respect of other diseases, —to regard the occurrence of these dis- 
eases as in many cases a thing that has no more right to happen 
than a railway accident, for which somebody must be to blame, 
and for which somebody therefore should be made to pay. 
Men have hitherto regarded the occurrence of disease as an in- 
evitable accident, or as the visitation of Gop. A better medical 
science, and a better theology too, lead us to regard it often as 
a result of the carelessness or the crime of man himself. Some- 
times men bring on disease by their own indiscretion. But, 
according to Mr. Suwon and recent investigations, some of the 
more serious of the prevalent diseases originate in conditions 
in regard to which private men are at the mercy of companies, 


corporations, &c.; and these said companies and corporations 


ought to be responsible for injury to the health of those 
whom they supply with water, or whose sanitary laws they 
undertake to administer, so far as they have wilfully or neg- 
ligently failed in their duty. 

There can be no doubt as to the magnitude of the evil which 
Mr. Srwon seeks to prevent by this suggestion. Witness the 
very strong evidence adduced last year by Dr. Farr and Mr. 
RapcuiFFE to show that the East London outbreak of cholera in 
1866 was due to the distribution of unfiltered water by the East 
London Water Company. Mr. Srmon estimates that from 15,000 
to 20,000 persons are killed annually by typhoid fever ; and 
probably twenty times this number are grievously sickened and 
endangered by the same disease. These are calamities in com- 
parison with which the railway accidents of any given year 
become trifling. The last year has supplied Mr. Suwon with 
three striking illustrations of the occurrence of outbreaks of 
typhoid from perfectly definable and preventable causes. With 
the circumstances of these outbreaks our readers are already 
familiar. At Winterton in Lincolnshire, at Guildford in 
Surrey, and at Terling in Essex, there occurred outbreaks of 
fever, having such definite relation to well-ascertained and, 
withal, careless excremental poisoning of the water-supply of 
the affected persons as to leave no possible doubt as to the 
relation being that of cause and effect. 

Such is the kind of experience which, occurring from year 
to year, is gradually developing our sanitary legislation; until, 
this year, Mr. Stmon calls for the legislative recognition of a 
claim for damages, not only against water companies who 
grossly fail in their duty of supplying pure water, but against 
local sanitary authorities that permit easily removable sources 
of disease to go on poisoning the people. Is Mr. Simon right? 
And supposing him to be right in the abstract, is he too hasty ? 
and does he take for granted too ready an understanding, on 
the part of water companies and sanitary authorities, of the 
immense power for good or evil which they have in their 
hands? It is scarcely possible to refuse to admit the principle 
of Mr. Srwon’s suggestion. The Metropolis Water Act im- 
poses a penalty of £200 for a violation of its provisions. But 
this Act was passed in 1852; and our knowledge has grown 
enormously since then as to the extent to which we are at the 
mercy of water companies and sanitary authorities. Since 
then legislation has greatly limited personal liberty in the 
matter of sanitary provisions. It has given local authorities 
power over the owners of property, and it has given the 
Privy Council power over local authorities. And now we 
are asked to take a step further, and punish companies 
or authorities which by gross carelessness permit or originate 
disease. We are asked to punish them in the most practicable 
way, by making them pay damages. One great difficulty 
which suggests itself is in the very enormity of the evil pro- 
duced by guilty companies, and therefore of the persons, 
claims that would arise. Another forcible objection to Mr. 
Simon’s proposal is, that it would tend somewhat to vulgarise 
the question of public disease by associating it with litigation 
and considerations of personal advantage. Then the case of 
sanitary authorities is very different from that of commercial 
companies. They are bodies composed, for the most part, of 
members whose services are given gratuitously. As regards 
these, it seems to us that a little more time must be given to the 
operation of the Act of 1866, which virtually enables the Privy 
Council to supersede the local authorities. This is a severe 
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measure, and one which can only be regarded as penal by 
local authorities. The case of water companies is different ; 
and we should not object, after the failure of other measures, 
to the application of the principle of a limited pecuniary 
liability to persons injured by the supply of grossly faulty 
water. But we scarcely think the time has yet come when 
Parliament would sanction this principle. It is impossible in 
these matters to legislate much in advance of public opinion. 
At the same time, as Mr. Suwon observed in his Report last 
year, the penalty of £200 is quite incommensurate to the sin 
of water companies which by carelessness supply fouled water. 
This penalty shouid be greatly increased. It seems to us that 
there wants more of skilled inspection of great sanitary works. 
We have an inspection of mines; surely we should have a 
more careful inspection of water-supplies and other local con- 
ditions of towns affecting their healthiness. This would seem 
to us at the very least necessary as a preliminary to the appli- 
cation of Mr. Simon’s principle of liability for the payment of 
pecuniary damages. It would be the best means of edu- 
cating companies and local authorities to the sense of their 
responsibility with regard to prevalent disease. In connexion 
with this should be a central power, as suggested by Mr. 
Soy, of taking legal proceedings against offending com- 
panies. These are more dignified and less vindictive measures 
than actions for personal damage ; but if these fail, we should 
have those to fall back upon. 


Tue observations of MM. Cyow and Lupwic, involving as 
they do the discovery of a physiological fact of great interest, 
deserve more than a passing notice. These observers believe 
they have established, on an experimental and sure basis, that 
one of the cardiac branches of the pneumogastric contains fibres 
which possess the remarkable power of effecting dilatation of 
the vessels, and of coincidently diminishing the frequency of 
the beats of the heart. They propose to call it the depressor 
nerve. A double interest is attached to this, since, if correct, 
it adds another instance to those already known of inhibitory 
nervous action, whilst it is opposed to the general proposition 
laid down by Maxey, that the heart beats more frequently in 
proportion to the diminution of the resistance offered to the 
discharge of its contents. 

The nerve in question springs, in the rabbit, either from the 
superior laryngeal alone, or from that nerve and the pneumo- 
gastric trunk, appligs itself to the carotid artery, and runs 
down close by, but quite distinct from, the sympathetic verve. 
It terminates by uniting with branches of the ganglion stel- 
latum, and forming a plexus between the aorta and pulmonary 
arteries. 

The first experiment made on this little nerve consisted in 
dividing it, and exciting the lower cu, surface tetanically by 
an interrupted current. The result was nil. On applying the 
same irritation to the upper cut surface it was immediately 
observed that the pressure of the blood in the vessels began to 
diminish, ultimately reaching the half, or even one-third, of 
the original amount, and this not only in the carotid, but also 
in the craral arteries—an effect that was visibly owing to a 
diminution in the calibre of the aorta. Coincidently with the 
diminution of the blood-pressure, the frequency of the beats of 
the heart was observed to diminish, and this occurred even 
when a large portion of the trunk of the pneumogastric below 


the point where the superior laryngeal is given off was excised. 
The retardation was most remarkable at the commencement 
of the experiment. M the experiment was prolonged whilst 
the pressure continued to be diminished, the frequency of the 
heart’s action generally regained its normal standard, showing 
that there was no direct connexion between the two. It was 
further shown that the depressor nerve did not act by dimi- 
nishing the force of the cardiac beats, and thus leading to a 
diminution of the pressure in the vessels ; since on dividing the 
ppeumogastric, and excising the upper portion of the sympa- 
thetic in the dorsal region and the ganglion stellatum, with 
all its branches, irritation of the centric cut surface of the de- 
pressor nerve was still followed by diminished pressure in the 
vessels. And hence, as all reflex paths by which it might have 
acted on the heart had been removed, the only explanation 
that remains is that it acts by diminishing the resistances to 
the onward passage of the blood. MM. Cron and Lupwic 
at once set to work to determine the correctness of this 
opinion ; and, remembering the influence stated to be exerted 
on the vessels by the splanchnics, they instituted some expe- 
riments on these nerves. They found that section of the 
splanchnics effected a marked lowering of the pressure in the 
vessels, whilst irritation of the peripheric cut extremity was 
speedily followed by exaltation of the pressure. Irritation of 
the centric extremity was not followed by any observed result. 
On thinking over these results, it struck them that the de- 
pressor nerve might act reflectorially on the vessels through 
the splanchnics; and the experiment suggested itself of 
dividing the splanchnics, when, if their view was correct, 
irritation of the depressor should be of none effect. Moreover, 
it was already known that compression of the aorta was fol- 
lowed by exaltation of the pressure; and it was therefore 
natural to expect that, if compression were made, irritation of 
the depressor should again be followed by very slight, if any, 
result. Both experiments turned out as they expected. They 
therefore believe they have firmly established the fact that 
the small nervous twig, with the above-mentioned relations, 
possesses the power of reflectorially diminishing the tone of 
the vessels, and is to be classed as one of the most striking 
instances of inhibitory action, other examples of which are 
found in the influence of the vagus in arresting the action of 
the heart, of the chorda tympani on the vessels of the glandula 
submaxillaris, and of the nervi erigentes on the male sexual 


organs. 


Dr. ARtipGe deserves the thanks of the profession for the 
very able address in which he enforces the necessity of en- 
trusting the execution of the sanitary clauses of the Factory 
Act to medical practitioners. It seems strange, indeed, that 
an enactment, exclusively sanitary in its object, should ever 
have been confided to the supervision of inspectors drawn from 
any other class. The conditions and circumstances under 
which labour of every kind is performed, whether these refer 
to the actual health of the labourer or to his protection from 
an undue amount or an unfit quality of work,—surely these 
fall within the scope of medical surveillance more properly 
than within that of any other. How is healthy ventilation to 
be secured? How are the injurious influences connected with 
the workshops and work to be discovered and remedied? How 
are noxious industrial processes to be detected and obviated ° 
How is disease, generated under these circumstances, to be 
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diagnosed on the spot? How is the age of maturity for em- 
ployment to be regulated generally, or ascertained in indi- 
vidual cases? Such are a few of the ppoblems to be solved 
by the factory inspector. But, with scarcely an exception, the 
sub-inspectors of factories are not only not medical men, but 
are destitute of the very alphabet of medical education. We 
confess there is semething peculiarly British in this mode of 
legislation. In France or Prussia it is the rule that all such 
sanitary enactments as that for the regulation of factories 
should not only be drawn up by men who have made the laws 
of health and the conditions of disease the study of their lives, 
but that they should be carried out, down even to their very 
humblest details, by men of the same profession and occu- 
pation. If a medical diploma be not exacted in those countries 
as an indispensable condition to filling such a sanitary post, 
an equivalent examination in the science of health is required 
as an equally necessary preliminary. With us, however, the 
case is different. With a view to ascertaining a sub-inspector’s 
fitness for judging of healthy ventilation, we examine him in 
geography. The hours within which labour should be per- 
formed are to be regulated by an official whose ability for the 
task has been tested by his proficiency in the rule of three or 
in the civil history of England. Dr. Antipas, indeed, with 
considerable humour, congratulates the country that the quali- 
fications even now required in sub-inspectors are beyond the 
capacity of those ‘‘ fashionable gentlemen about town” who 
are excluded from office ‘‘ by an unfortunate failing on their 
part to spell and write something like grammatical English, or 
to solve certain elementary problems in arithmetic, geography, 
and history.” Legislation, in fact, however wise, is practically 
useless unless properly carried out; and it is the failure in this 
latter condition that makes so many of our domestic enactments 
as futile as Penelope’s web, which, laboriously built up during 
the day, was invariably taken to pieces again at night. 

Here, therefore, is a case in which medical men ought to 
organise and to impress upon the Legislature a due recognition 
of their claims. With this object the Association of Certifying 
Surgeons has been instituted, and has begun, under the ener- 
getic presidency of Dr. ARLIDGE, its crusade for the bestowal 
of factory inspectorships and sub-inspectorships upon medical 
men. We have nothing to add to the plans urged by the pre- 
sident and in the circular of Mr. Inspector Baker for the ex- 
clusive employment of medical men under the sanitary pro- 
visions of the Factory Act. The dullest or most prejudiced 
layman must admit that where the duties are wholly medical 
the functionary should be medical. We hope, however, that 
the Certifying Surgeons’ Association will not confine its opera- 
tions to the Factory Act. There are many other parliamentary 
measures for the regulation of employment in which the ap- 
pointment of medical officers is as loudly called for as under 
the Factory Act. We need only refer to the inspection and 
surveillance of bakehouses, millinery establishments, chemical 
works, and the like, where the supervision is of a non-medical 
and perfunctory character. These and similar subjects of pro- 
fessional interest demand an organised movement on the part 
of the whole body of registered practitioners throughout the 
kingdom, not only to bring their influence to bear on the return 
of medical candidates to Parliament, but also to make it felt 
through every channel by which a non-medical candidate 
can be reached. The power possessed by the medical com- 
munity in this latter direction is enormous ; and we hope they 


will so far see the necessity of exerting it as to exact from 
every successful candidate for a constituency a pledge to devote 
his unbiased attention to the promotion of medical reform and 
amelioration. Nor will the profession only be the gainers by 
this enhanced recognition of medical claims. The Legislature, 
having, in the appointment of inspectors and sub-inspectors, a 
limited area of duly qualified men to choose from, will be re- 
lieved of a great deal of irksome and invidious labour. For the 
last fourteen vacancies of sub-inspectorships there were no fewer 
than four hundred applicants ; and if the selection was made 
with anything approaching to impartiality, the task of weighing 
conflicting claims must have been indeed unenviable. In self- 
defence, therefore, the Legislature ought, in future, to make 
the possession of a medical diploma an essential condition of 
application for the post; and not only will its labours be 
lightened by the fact that it can hardly choose an incompetent 
candidate, but it will be cheered by the reflection that it 
is providing in the most efficient way possible for the tho- 
rough discharge of the duties contemplated under the various 
extensions of the Factory Act. 


Ws are glad to report that the new nomenclature of diseases 
proposed for universal adoption by the College of Physicians 
is now completed, and ready for general circulation. On a 
former occasion we stated that the object sought to be at- 
tained was the establishment of a uniform standard of com- 
parison for statistical facts, collected not only in our country, 
but various parts of the world, and thus the more readily to 
aid in the diseovery of causes of disease through a common 
understanding as to what each observer signifies and to what 
he refers in the use of particular names or terms—to ensure, 
in truth, a complete agreement in the comparison of diseases, 
and so the more correctly to estimate the influence of varying 
conditions of climate, age, sex, and the like. In the nomen- 
clature the English names are ranged in parallel columns with 
the Latin equivalents and corresponding terms in three 
modern languages. The definitions of diseases are framed 
solely for the purpose of identification, and not as explanatory 
of the phenomena of diseases. The various maladies to which 
the body is subject are divided into general and local, and in 
using the nomenclature we first turn to the index, which is 
most copious, occupying no less than eighty pages, and the 
preparation of which must have entailed immense labour. 
This duty, together with that of secretary, devolved upon 
Dr. Sisson, and his services in the matter call for special reco- 
gnition and commendation. Well, in the index we find names 
in Egyptian type, Roman capitals, and italics; the latter are 
synonyms, which are not to be employed in registration, but a 
special number refers to the place where the correct name to 
be used will be found ; the Roman type is for the Latin names 
proper, but those for common use are in Egyptian type. 
Against each name to be used in registering disease a number 
is placed, indicating the page where the disease in its legiti- 
mate position in regard to others, and its definition when 
thought necessary, are to be met with ; and, if the number is 
without brackets, the exact head under which the disease is 
to be registered. In the body of the work it is directed 
that local manifestations of general diseases are to be returned 
amongst general diseases. When it is necessary to specify 


any variety of disease, it is to be indicated by being indented. 
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A uniform plan has been devised for arranging various forms 
of local diseases under the heads of the different organs 
attacked, and particular attention is called thereto. It will 
be found at pages 29 and 30 of the Nomenclature Report, and 
should be consulted carefully as the key to the registration of 

' all local diseases. We gave it in substance in Tur Lancer 
of Ang. 24th, 1867, page 230. 

It is to be hoped that no delay will prevent the immediate 
introduction of the new nomenclature into general use. It 
has the sanction, and indeed its formation has been assisted 
by the active co-operation, of the registration bodies, the 
medical departments of the Privy Council and of the army and 
navy, and the leading licensing bodies. Dr. Farr especially 
has taken an active part in the matter; and Dr. Loaax, it 
will be remembered, has already directed that the new nomen- 
clature should be used after the Ist of January next ; also, it 
is believed that speedily a large number of copies will be 
distributed to the registrars throughout the kingdom from the 
central offices, and to the medical officers of the army and 
navy. We urge upon the profession generally the importance 
of taking this nomenclature as their future guide in all certifi- 
cates of death which they are called upon to give; so will 
they materially aid in paving the way for generalisations as to 
the prevalence, march, and etiology of diseases in general 
amongst the scattered masses of mankind—of prime moment 
in relation to the preventive efficacy of sanitary legislation 
and to the advance of scientific medicine. 


“Ne quid nimis.” 


THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Tue annual meeting of the British Medical Association takes 
place this year at Oxford, under the presidency of Dr. Acland, 
than whom there could be no worthier occupant of so important 
a post. Since the city chosen for the meeting is in a much 
more central position than that selected on either of the last 
two occasions, there will doubtless be a larger gathering of 
medical men, especially from the metropolis, than either at 
Chester or Dublin. Coming as the Oxford meeting does next 
after the brilliant success of Dublin, it will require all the 
energy of the resident medical men of the former city, backed 
by the prestige and hospitality for which the Oxford Col- 
leges are noted, not to fall short of that high standard which 
our Dublin brethren so ably supported last year. We are 
confident, however, that the reputation of Oxford will not 
suffer in the hands of Dr. Acland and his associates. 

Apart from those historical associations connected with 
Oxford which will doubtless prove attractive to many visitors, 
the scientific interest of the meeting is of no mean order. An 
inaugural address will be given by the President (Dr. Acland) 
on Tuesday evening next. On Wednesday, Prof. Rolleston 
will give an address in Physiology; and Prof. Haughton, of 
Dublin (whose genial hospitality will be fresh in the memories 
of those who visited that city last year), will read a paper on 
Sourees of Vital and Mechanical Foree derived from Food. 
On Thareday, Dr. Gull will deliver an address in Medicine; 
and Prof. Hughes Bennett will read the report of a committee 
on the Action of Mercury asa Cholagogue. In addition, on 
each day papers will be read in sections devoted to Medicine, 
Physiology, Surgery, Midwifery, and Public Medicine; under 
the presidentships of Sir William Jenner, Professor Rolleston, 
Mr. Paget, Sir Charles Locock, and Mr. John Simon respec- 


tively. Many of these will no doubt be of considerable in- 
terest, and we shall hope, with the co-operation of the authors, 
to lay abstracts of them before our readers, in addition to our 
usual report of the proceedings of the meeting. Amongst the 
names of intenging contributors we notice those of Dr. Anstie 
(on Visceral Neuralgia); Dr. Ballard (on the of 
Sickness); Mr. Bryant (on Torsion of Bloodvessels); Dr. 
Chambers (How shall we make our daily experience advance 
Science 1); Mr. Clover (on Nitrous Oxide Gas); Dr. Cruise, of 
Dublin (on the Endoscope); Dr. Eade, of Norwich (on Phthisis); 
Dr. Tilbury Fox (on Contagious Impetigo); Mr. Gamgee (on 
Treatment of Fractures); Dr. G. Hewitt (on Uterine Flexions); 
Mr. B. Hill (on Prevention of Venereal Disease); Mr. F. Jordan, 
of Birmingham (on Orchitis); Dr. Lankester (on Prison and 
Workhouse Dietary); Dr. McDonnell, of Dublin (on the Claims 
of Bell and Magendie); Mr. May, jun., of Reading (on Aneu- 
rism of the Innominate); Mr. Paget (on Stammering); Dr. 
Sansom (on Anesthesia); Dr. Spender, of Bath (on Capillary 
Bronchitis); Dr. Stokes, jun., of Dublin (on Periosteal Pre- 
servation in Operations); Mr. Swain, of Devonport (on Treat- 
ment of Talipes Varus); Mr. Tufnell, of Dublin (on Internal 
Aneurism); Mr. Spencer Wells (on Vesico-Vaginal Fistula) ; 
and others. 


ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 


Ovr readers doubtless perused the reply of Sir John Paking- 
ton to the question put by Mr. O’Beirne relative to the promo- 
tion of assistant-surgeons in her Majesty’s British army. 
Owing to the increase in the establishment during the Crimean 
War and Indian Mutiny, promotion was much retarded ; but 
during 1867 the rate was far above the average,— 65 assistant- 
surgeons having been promoted. With regard to assimilating 
the system of promotion to that of the Indian Medical Ser- 
vice, it would be, we are informed, an injudicious step. In 
the latter the rules are, that promotion is to be regulated by 
length of service, and not by vacancies in the permanent 
establishment of the upper ranks, — the reverse of that 
pursued in the British army. Although the adoption of the 
twelve years’ service of the Indian department as a title to 
promotion to surgeon might temporarily expedite the rate, it 
is believed that it would in the long run tend to retard it. 

What is wanted, in our opinion, is an increase in the 
establishment of the rank of surgeon, and we believe that it 
must come to this sooner or later. The disparity which exists 
in point of numbers between the assistant-surgeons as com- 
pared with surgeons is striking. The administration of the 
department has given greater satisfaction of late than it has 
done for some years previously, and there is a greater disposi- 
tion on the part of the profession at present to consider its 
claims as one of the pursuite open to young medical men. We 
hope, therefore, that the Secretary for War may be indaced to 
increase the number of existing surgeons. The next competi- 
tive examination for entrance into the medical service will 
take place at Chelsea on August 10th; and we understand 
that there is a considerable increase in the number of can- 
didates on this occasion. 


MR. JOHN FLINT SOUTH. 


Ar the last meeting of the Court of Examiners of the Col- 
lege of Surgeons, on the 24th ult., Mr. South announced to 
his colleagues his intention of resigning his seat as an exam- 
iner, so soon as the dental examination, which has taken place 
during the past week, should be completed. Mr. South’s resig- 
nation will in due course be received by the Council at their 
meeting on the 13th inst., when a special meeting of the 
Council will be summoned to elect his successor,—no doubt 
Mr. Busk, who is at last next in seniority. 

While congratulating Mr. South on the step he has at length 
seen it right to take, we cannot but think that he would have 
better consulted the wishes of the profession, and his own dig- 
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nity, by taking it some months back. We believe that Mr. 
South has privately stated that he would have resigned but 
for the pressure put upon him, and the adverse motion brought 
forward last year. We can only say that that gentleman has 
throughout his connexion with the College fully acted up to 
his second name ; but as constant dropping will dissolve the 
hardest flint, so the prospect of a renewal of the motion in 
question appears to have had a salutary effect on Mr. South’s 
determination. Mr. South will retain his seat in the Council, 
of which he and Mr. Swan are now the only remaining life 
members. 


THE NIGHTINGALE FUND. 


We need hardly remind our readers that more than ten 
years ago a very considerable sum of money was subscribed 
by the public to form a testimonial to Miss Nightingale, 
which has been commonly known as the Nightingale Fund. 
With the money thus subscribed an institution for the instruc- 
tion of nurses in connexion with St. Thomas’s Hospital has 
been subsidised very largely, and a lying-in ward was founded 
at King’s College Hospital, but had proved so fatal to its in- 
mates that it was necessarily closed (Tux Lancer, April 
4th, 1868). Attention having thus prominently been directed 
to the utter failure of one of the projects supported by the 
managers of the Nightingale Fund, it has very naturally been 
asked what amount of success has attended the nursing insti- 
tution. We are not in a position to afford the information, 
but we think it would be satisfactory to the public, no less 
than the profession, to be informed officially how many nurses 
have thus been trained, and whether they have been found to 
be efficient and to give satisfaction to those who have had 
occasion to employ them. With the daily increasing want of 
good nurses it would be o matter for national regret if the 
Nightingale Fund failed to fulfil its intention to the utmost. 


THE NEW KNAPSACK. 


We were very glad to be assured by Sir John Pakington 
that there was no desire on the part of either the War Office 
or Horse Guards authorities to prevent the introduction of the 
newest and best kind of pack into the Army. The plan re- 
commended by the Committee is, we believe, all that could 
reasonably be expected ; and it is pretty well known that it 
has been most favourably reported upon by those regiments in 
which it has been tried. From all we can learn, however, 
there appears to be a difficulty in adjusting it to the Highland 
regiments, and Colonel Carter’s knapsack is a favourite with 
one of those corps, the 92nd. Nothing could be more frank 
than the way in which Sir John Pakington expressed himself 
on the subject. By all means let trials be made of Colonel 
Carter’s knapsack, or any other, as well as that recommended 
by the Committee, with a view to the adoption of that which 
proves to be the best. 


PUNISHMENT FOR ADULTERATION OF FOOD IN 
LONDON IN THE MIDDLE AGES. 


In the ‘‘Memorials of London” we find that in 1311, a baker 
was arrested for selling putrid bread, and in 1316 another 
baker was sentenced to be drawn on a hurdle through the 
principal streets of the city for selling ‘‘light bread deficient 
in weight;” and in the same year the punishment of the 
pillory was inflicted upon a man and a woman for selling 
bread of ‘‘rotten materials,” and deficient in weight. In 1319 
a certain William Spelyng was adjudged to be put upon the 
pillory, and two putrid beef carcases to be burnt under him 
for exposing the said carcases for sale ; and in 1320 we find 
two cases similar to the preceding. In 1348 and 1353 the 
punishment of the pillory was inflicted for selling carrion,—in 
one case the meat being burnt under the offender. In 1351, 


seller of unsound wine was punished by being made to drink 
it. In the following year the punishment of the pillory was 
inflicted upon a poulterer for selling putrid pigeons. In 
1372, a woman was punished for selling putrid soles, the 
fish was ordered to be burnt, and the cause of her punish- 
ment proclaimed; and we find another case of punish- 
ment by the pillory in 1381, for exposing putrid pigeons 
for sale. In 1390, twelve barrels of eels were ordered to be 
taken out of the city, and buried in some place underground, 
lest the air might become infected through the stench arising 
therefrom. An important proclamation against the adultera- 
tion and mixing of wines was issued by Henry the Fifth in 
1419, and the punishment of the pillory was ordered for all 
who sold false wines. 

If a few examples similar to the above kind were made at 
the present day they would be of service to the community. 


WIMBLEDON CAMP. 


We had an opportunity of visiting Wimbledon, and were 
much gratified with what we saw. The camp was pleasant and 
picturesque. Lord Napier might well remark that the tents were 
luxurious indeed compared with what his troops had been ac- 
customed to in Abyssinia. The arrangements seemed very good 
as a whole, and those of a sanitary and medical nature left 
nothing to be desired. The hospital marquee and surgery were, 
if we may use the term, very pretty little affairs. These, as 
well as the whole of the camp equipment, were supplied by the 
War Office. There was a rather unusual amount of sickness, 
in which the medical officers shared. Diarrhea was prevalent, 
although it proved very amenable to treatment; and many 
cases were admitted into hospital with nervous phenomena, 
resulting from exposure to the almost unexampled heat. The 
attacks, in some instances, assumed a sufficiently serious as- 
pect at the first to create some anxiety in the minds of the 
medical officers, but they all terminated favourably. 


THE DRY.~EARTH SYSTEM. 


Tux strongest possible testimony has been borne to the 
efficacy of the ‘‘dry-earth system,” which was in use through- 
out the Volunteer encampment at Wimbledon. Last year the 
system was experimentally tried, and resulted so satisfactorily, 
that it was determined to adopt it this year exclusively. There 
can be no question that the test to which the system has thus 
been subjected was a crucial one, considering especially the 
excessive heat, which, although favourable to the rapid drying 
of the soil, was yet creative of other conditions increasing the 
difficulties attendant on fecal deodorisation. Altogether, some 
148 dry-earth closets and urinals were in operation at Wimble- 
don, and when it is remembered that about 40 or 50 of these 
closets were used daily by not less than 2000 men without the 
slightest annoyance to sight or smell, the measure of success 
is compiete. It is not too much to say that no other system is 
possible at Wimbledon, where circumstances have all to be 
made to square with a temporary requirement. But if the 
dry-earth closets can stand the test of such repeated use as 
they have lately had, it seems to us to follow as a matter of 
course that they must be in every way suitable for the exigencies 
of rural districts, where the detestable open privy reigns now 
supreme. 

‘That the system is destined to make great and rapid progress 
we cannot doubt, especially as by the Sanitary Act (1866) 
Amendment Act, which has passed through both Houses, it 
is provided that ‘‘any enactment of any Act of Parliament in 
force in any place requiring the construction of a watercloset 
shall, with the approval of the local authority, be satisfied by 
the construction of an earth-closet, or other place for the 
reception and deodorisation of fecal matter, made and used in 
accordance with any regulation from time to time issued by 


proclamations were issued as to the sale of fish. In 1364, a 


the local authority.” The earth-closet, in fact, is to become a 
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legalised “‘institution,” on a par with the watercloset, and 
local authorities will have now the power of adopting which of 
the two systems they please. 

As we have often before said, we look upon the dry-earth 
system as inapplicable to large cities ; but for country towns 
and rural districts it offers the readiest and cheapest available 
means of getting over the ‘‘sewage difficulty.” 

We venture, further, to think that the system is admirably 
adapted to such places as our Mediterranean stations. It is 
well known that the system of drainage is thoroughly in- 
effective at both Gibraltar and Malta, and a fertile source of 
disease ; and to render it otherwise would involve a consider- 
able outlay of money. Although surrounded by the sea, and 
in the case of Gibraltar very considerably above its level, 
allowing of a good fall for drains, the rainfall is uncertain, and 
often inadequate for the supply of the people and the purposes 
of agriculture. Cholera has occurred more than once at Pem- 
broke camp, in Malta, where the drainage is bad, from the 
sewers being too near the surface, conducted through a porous 
rock, with an outfall into the neighbouring Mediterranean. It 
appears to us that here at least the dry-earth conservancy 
might be usefully applied ; and the same may be said about 
the new hospital at Suez, where we have been assured the 
difficulties in the way of drainage by water are great. At all 
these stations it appears to us that an experiment of the dry- 
earth system might be carried out with good hope of success. 
The climate during the greater part of the year is hot and dry, 
and the soil would prove valuable material to the gardener 
and agriculturist in places where there is such small depth of 
earth above the substratum of rock. 


THE “PARASITIC”? ORIGIN OF DISEASES. 

Dr. Ricwarpson, of Cayuga County, U.S., has been 
drinking water which, standing upon some fragments of beef 
for a couple of days at a time, has contained numerous bac- 
teridia, and, subsequently examining microscopically his blood 
at stated intervals, he finds at the end of half an hour that 
between the rows of blood-corpuscles, under a high 
power (,';) are apparently spherical molecules in rapid and 
erratic motion, but so minute as readily to escape detection 
except under the closest scrutiny. At subsequent examina- 
tions in an hour and a half these had become like bacteria. 
Those so observed were ;,},, inch in length, y¢}y5 inch in 
breadth, and constricted in the middle. One was composed of 
four or five joints. Dr. Richardson gives the result of his 
experiments in the American Journal of Medical Science, and 
concludes thus :— 

** Although I am well aware that the do not 
the possibility of error of 

iving organisms into the blood after it has left the walls of its 
vessels, yet I think most candid inquirers will admit that the 
fact that an increased number of moving particles were visible 
after an increased dose of vibriones (contained in the draught 
above mentioned whose swarming population exceeded more 
than twenty times the sum total of every man, woman, and child 
who walks upon pur earth), and at the same time in spite of 
increased tions which the most stubborn sceptic must 
acknowledge would have a tendency to diminish the chances 


of Neves a goes far to prove that multitudes, probably mil- 


lions, of infusoria, thus entering the stomach, find their way 
into the blood in a few hours, and, retaining their independent 
vitality, circulate with that vital fluid through the minutest 
ramifications of the arteries, and penetrate to every portion of 
the human system. And if this be true, how strong becomes 
the presumption that there are other plants more deleterious 
in their growth or more poisonous in their nature, which also 
thrive under certain circumstances within the blood, and each 
constitute the essence, the real contagium, of some so-called 
zymotic disease, as, for example, diphtheria and scarlet fever, 
small-pox and measles, as declared long 96° by Professor 
oT of Cleveland, and recently by essor Hallier, of 
ena.” 


The “‘parasitic” origin of diseases is verily assuming gi- 
gantic proportions ! 


THE ARTISANS BILL. 

‘Tue passage of Mr. Torrens’s Artisans Bill must be regarded 
as the last triumph of the supreme law,—the health of the 
people. Property is henceforth to be not absolute. It is only 
to be held in subordination to the condition that it fulfils its 
appropriate function. Houses that generate disease are to be 
compulsorily dealt with. The owner is to have the option of 
doing what is alleged to be necessary to be done. But if he 
fails or refuses, the local authorities are enabled by this Bill, 
or rather by the Lords’ amendments of it, to become mort- 
gagees in possession of the property and its site, to borrow 
from the Public Works Commissioners money enough to repair 
or rebuild, to charge the owner six per cent. on the outlay for 
thirty years, in which time both principal and interest will be 
paid off, and the improved property handed back to the pro- 
prietor. As the Bill originally stood, the local authorities 
were empowered to purchase, not to become mortgagees. The 
Select Committee of the Lords restored the provisions altered 
by the Select Committee of the Commons, which made the 
vestries the local authorities, and gave power, in case of their 
wilful or corrupt neglect of duty, to the Secretary of State to 
compel them to act. Vestries have yet to make their reputa- 
tion as efficient sanitary authorities. This Bill will only test 
their sincerity and efficiency, and they may rest assured that 
if they are found wanting they will be either compelled or 
superseded. Mr. Torrens may be congratulated on the com- 
pletion of this laborious piece of legislation. We are glad to 
add that the objeotionably vague clause in the Bill touching 
officers of health has been amended. 


THE IMPROVED CONDITION OF THE POOR IN 
IRELAND. 

Tue Report of the Irish Poor-law Commissioners, lately issued, 
draws especial attention to the progress that has been made of 
late years in improved comforts as regards food, clothing, aud 
dwellings, among the Irish poor. It is maintained that the 
farm labourer in Ireland is better fed, and at less cost, than 
his representative in England ; and that the clothing of the 
peasantry is very superior now to what it was before the 
famine times; rags being the exception instead of the rule. 
With regard to dwellings, it is stated that more than 400,000 of 
the worst class of cabins have disappearéd since 1841, and al- 
though the habitations most numerously met with now are ill- 
lighted, and much inferior in cleanliness and comfort to an 
English cottage, yet they have one sanitary advantage in 
respect of ample ventilation, which atones for many other de- 
fects. The Commissioners say that, compared with the ceiled 
bedrooms of the indigent poor resident in towns, the thatched 
cabin of the Irish peasant is wellnigh free from that most 
active and fruitful source of fever, the presence of a highly 
vitiated atmosphere, The rate of mortality by fever in unions 
containing large towns is more than double that of unions 
with a rural population. 

But the most remarkable proof of the improved condition of 
the peasantry is found in their comparative freedom from epi- 
demic disease during the last eighteen years. Prior to the 
great famine in 1846-9, the prevalence of fever, induced by 
severe privation, was a yearly occurrence, and epidemics suc- 
ceeded closely upon each other, sweeping away hosts of victims 
to typhus, small-pox, scarlet fever, and other forms of pesti- 
lence ; in two years and a half, beginning from 1817, it was 
estimated that one million and a half cases of fever occurred. 
Since the famine no serious epidemic has prevailed, excepting 
the partial visitations of cholera in 1854 and 1866; and 
although the seasons of 1860-2 were such as to excite a predis- 
position to disease—‘‘an epidemic constitution,” as it has 
been called,—yet the result clearly exhibits ‘‘the narrow 
limits to which its influence has been restricted by the gene- 
rally improved condition of the population, and by the supe- 
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rior means of contending against contagious disease now 
afforded by the Poor Law and the Medical Charities Act.” 
The Commissioners, however, do not suffer present immunity 
from disease to abate precautions against still possible even- 
tualities, and they maintain 10,000 beds in the workhouse 
hospitals for fever patients—a sufficiency, as they believe, to 


cope with any extent of epidemic contagious disease likely 
again to be seen in Ireland, 


WORKHOUSE MEDICAL OFFICERS AND THE 
POOR-LAW BOARD. 


Workuovse medical officers, when reporting to the Poor- 
law Board on the state of the wards under their charge, must 
remember that their communications are not considered confi- 
dential. Mr. Guazzaroni, the medical officer of the Kensington 
Workhouse, having reported certain defects in ventilation &c., 
the Poor-law Board have written to the Board of Guardians, 
calling attention to the defects, and recommending their re- 
moval. It is fortunate that the gentleman in question is 
permanently appointed, and possesses the confidence of the 
guardians. But were his appointment annual, we can scarcely 
imagine a method of proceeding more calculated to produce a 
want of cordiality than the one pursued. We would earnestly 
recommend medical officers, if only as a matter of courtesy, to 
lay before the guardians a copy of their reports to the Poor- 
law Board ; and we think that a Poor-law inspector should be 
made personally responsible for any suggestions for improve- 
ments which may arise therefrom. 


SOCIAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION. 


WE are glad to observe that amongst the questions to be 
discussed in the Economy and Trade Department are the fol- 
lowing 
“To what 


— 


classes, and on what conditions, should out-door 
relief be administered ?” 

‘What are the social results of the employment of girls and 
women in manufactories and workshops ?” 

The discussion of these questions, and of those we published 
a week or two since as selected for the Health Department, will 
render the meeting one of much interest to the profession. 


STATE RECOGNITION OF SCIENCE. 


We are glad to see that Mr. Disraeli, while fully and elo- 
quently admitting the claims of Lord Brougham to a monu- 
ment in Westminster Abbey, followed up the proposal by 
asserting with still greater urgency the title of Michael Faraday 
to recognition by the State. The Premier's eulogium on the 
deceased philosopher was remarkable alike for its appreciation 
and its cordiality, and may be accepted as a proof that the 
claims of science will receive from the present and future 
_ Governments a heartiness of acknowledgment hitherto denied 
tothem. Science—above all, medical science—is daily proving 
itself of still greater importance in domestic legislation; and 
it is much that its votaries will henceforth work in the 
assurance that during life their beneficent labours will obtain 
material reward, and that after death they will have monu- 
mental commemoration. 


JAMAICA. 


Tue Executive of Jamaica has proposed to form aGovernment 
Medical Establishment ; the several parishes in the island being 
divided into such number of districts as may be deemed neccs- 
sary, having reference to the area and population and te thefunds 
available, It is proposed that to each of these districts medical 
officers shall be appointed, whose duties will consist in taking 
charge of sick paupers on the parochial roll, of the inmates of 
hospitals and dispensaries which are to be established, and 
of the constabulary and immigrant labourers, also in advising 
the Government on questions of public health. The salary of 


the medical officer is not to exceed £200 a year, and he is to be 
removed at the pleasure of the Governor. Bat he may also take, 
private practice. 

We want to know more of this scheme. Who is to find the 
drugs, the Government or the medical officer? Medical men 
have lately been much needed in some parts of Jamaica, but 
there has been no prospect of even moderate success hitherto, 
and we are not inclined to believe that the new bait of the 
Colonial Government will be regarded as satisfactory. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 


Pror. Curist1son has been appointed temporarily to dis- 
charge the duties of Vice-Chancellor in the University of 
Edinburgh. Under ordinary circumstances this arrangement 
would be unobjectionable. But considering the present cir- 
cumstances of the University, we think it is open to objection. 
Dr. Christison is known to have taken a most active part in 
opposition to Sir James Simpson’s election as Principal. He 
is the chairman of the committee of the legal candidate for the 
representation of the University in Parliament, It is doubtful 
whether his appointment under these circumstances will con- 
tribute much to the peace of the University, or to the bappy 
conduct of the present contests. We sincerely trust that the 
hopes of Mr. Gladstone’s friends will be realised as regards the 
Chancellorship; that the University may have a principal 
official who will be able to view university questions apart 
from the prejudices and passions of the mere place. The Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh is too much of a national institution to 
be made a field for the display of personal feeling and rivalry. 


THE HEALTH OF LONDON. 

Last week the mean temperature of the air was 69°2°, or 
7°6° above the average of the corresponding week in 50 years, 
according to Mr. Glaisher’s observations. If anything, there 
was a little less heat than in the week preceding, but the 
difference was not sufficient to avert the unfavourable influence 
which great heat combined with continued drought always ex- 
ercises on the populations of great cities. The registered 
deaths amounted to 1885 in the week, or more by 243 than 
were recorded the week before, and 310 more than the weekly 
average of the season. The deaths from diarrhea have risen 
from 340 to 442, and by the more serious choleraic form of 
disease from 37 to 58. It is to be noticed that the mor- 
tality from diarrhea, unlike that from true cholera, is 
pretty equally diffused through the various water-fields of 
London. Zymotic disease caused 800 deaths, or 43 per 
cent. of the total mortality, the corrected average being 
only 631 deaths from this class of causes. Of the 58 deaths 
returned under the head of ‘“‘cholera,” 38 were of children 
under 1 year of age, 8 aged 1 year, and 4 between 2 and 5 
years, leaving 7 cases of adult death resulting on attacks of 
cholera not exceeding thirty hours’ duration. It is abundantly 
clear that the sanitary authorities have need to exercise vigi- 
lant supervision just now, and disinfectants ought to be plen- 
tifully distributed, that the bad effect of noxious smells which 
abound in dry weather may be counteracted. 

Five deaths are returned as having been caused by scarla- 
tina at Sydenbam, of which suburban locality the South Lon- 
don Press gives a most unfavourable account in regard to its 
sanitary defects. Deficient water-supply, bad drainage, and 
the thermometer at 150° or 160° in the sun, are concurrent 
circumstances which favour the development of epidemic 
germs. 

The mortality from diarrhea showed a farther increase 
during last week in nearly all the large town#: the annual 
rate of death by this disease was in Newcastle-upon-Tyne 4, 
in Bristol 6, in London 7, in Liverpool and Sheffield 9, in 
Manchester and. Salford 10, in Hull 11, in Leeds 12, in Bir- 
mingham 14, per 1000 inhabitants. 
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WE are in a position to state authoritatively that it was 
never intended by Lord Lifford, should Lock hospitals be es- 
tablished in connexion with general hospitals, that any counte- 
nance shorld be given to their gratuitous medical administra- 
tion. The Lords’ Committee on Contagious Diseases, more- 
over, did not suppose, as far as we can learn, that any 
Government would sanction such a step. 


Tue severe strictures passed by the French medical journals 
upon the of the recent concours for the nomination 
of hospital physicians and surgeons, have been productive of 
good results. A committee, consisting of well-known noso- 
coinial physicians and surgeons of Paris, has been appointed by 
the administration of the Assistance Publique, with the object 
of thoroughly investigating the question. It is to be hoped 
that their deliberations may have the good effect of disengaging 
such a valuable institution from the flaws and inconveniences 
to which its working has recently laid it open. 


We learn from an excellent article in the Daily News on 
“The Drought and the East London Poor,” that the East 
London Water Company have within the last few days offi- 
cially notified that ‘‘in consequence of the unasual e 
tion and the continued drought, which materially affect their 
means of supply,” it will probably become necessary to <i- 
minish the quantity supplied in their district. This diminu- 
tion, it is said, has in some cases taken place—a circumstance 
which is in every way regrettable. That the Company have 
not the means of meeting the legitimate demands of the con- 
sumers shows clearly enough that a different source of supply 
than rivers liable to exhaustion must sooner of later be sought 
for the metropolis. We await patiently, but with the utmost 
interest, the long-promised Report of the Water-Supply 
Commission. 


Tne scale of medicines ordered to be used in all merchant 
ships has been again amended, and was published last week. 
When the Merchant Shipping Act of 1867 became law, this 
scale was completely revised by the medical officers of the 
Board of Trade, and, among other changes, it was deemed ad- 
visable to substitute carbolic acid for Burnett's solution of 
chloride of zinc. There is little doubt that the former prepa- 
ration is preferable to the latter for use on board merchant 
ships, because it is cheaper, and, in the form generally used, 
less liable to be mistaken for any other drug. We are, there- 
fore, surprised to find that Burnett’s solution is restored in 
the amended list, and fail to see the object of compelling ships 
to take two preparations, both of which are intended to fulfil 
the same purpose, It is not likely that the authorities at the 
Board of Trade would make this costly addition to the scale 
without first consulting the professional officers by whom that 
scale was revised ; and we are at a loss to conceive for what 
reason those gentlemen have recommended a change that mili- 
tates against the simplicity without increasing the usefulness 
of the mercantile marine medicine chest. 


We have been requested to state that, at the meeting of the 
British Medical Association at Oxford, an exhibition room will 
be set apart as a temporary museum. It is proposed to collect 
in it any objects of professional interest recently obtained— 
such as instruments and surgical appliances; casts, models, 
photographs, drawings, &c., illustrating subjects in connexion 
with medicine or surgery; new drugs or pharmaceutical pre- 
parations ; pathological preparations; new books, especially 
those containing illustrations ; models &c. of inventions relating 
to hygiene, &c. As far as may be, objects exhibited ought to 
be new within the last twelve months, but this limit need not 
be rigidly observed. All objects intended for exhibition should 
be consigned to the care of Dr. Gray, the University Museum, 


Oxford. Exhibitors must defray all the expenses of packing, 
carriage, &c. No object can be displayed unless accompanied 
by a concise description. 


M. Tanprev, President of the Academy of Medicine, has 
taken alarm at the vast number of so-called sovereign remedies 
for hydrophobia which have recently covered the pages of the 
French journals. He is afraid that they may be productive 
of the worst consequences in inducing a false security. Upon 
his proposal, the Comité de la Rage of the Academy has for- 
warded to the Minister of Agriculture a complete report on 
the subject, for the purpose of being inserted in the official 
Moniteur. 


Ar the last meeting of the Committee of the Dumfries and 
Galloway Infirmary, it was announced that Mrs. Laurie, of 
Maxwelton, had expressed her intention of giving the mani- 
ficent sum of £5000 to aid in the improvement of the institu- 
tion as regards its arrangements for the sick and convalescent. 


Tur Builder, with its usual care for the sanitary interests of 
the public, insists on the importance of ventilation in houses 
and workshops. There is no doubt as to the enormous evil 
which accrues from want of ventilation, especially in the pro- 
duction of strumous and phthisical disease. Our contemporary 
says that it is known how ventilation could be effected, and 
that if the Metropolitan Board of Works and the vestries 
would take the duty in hand, not piecemeal, but on a well- 
organised system for the whole metropolis, the great end 
could be accomplished. Great is the guilt of the Board and 
the vestries, if they have power of this kind and are not using 
it. 


WE are extremely sorry to learn from Netley that Professor 
Longmore is indisposed, and sincerely trust that thorough 
rest may soon restore the health of so valuable an officer and 
amiable a man. 


Dr. Garrpxer, of Glasgow, in his last monthly report on 
the health of that city, notices a point which is frequently lost 
sight of in comparing winter and summer rates of mortality 
in towns,—namely, the large migration of their populations 
into the country in summer, which takes many deaths fairly 
belonging to the towns out of their record, unduly raising, of 
course, the country mortality. 


Dr. WiiLiAM Moors, whose scholarly attainments are well 
known in the profession, has been elected to the distinguished 
post of King’s Professor of Medicine in the School of Physic 
in the University of Dublin. The other candidates were Drs. 
Freke, H. Kennedy, Foot, and Sutton. 

Ir is proposed in Harrogate to raise a memorial to the late 
Dr. Kennion, one that should be a conspicuous object in the 
place, and the general feeling seems to be in favour of a 
statue, Preliminary meetings have been held. 

WE remind our readers that the Medico-Psychological As- 
sociation will hold its twenty-third annual meeting at the 
College of Physicians of London on Tuesday next, under the 
presidency of Dr. Sankey. The morning meeting will be 
held at 12 noon, the afternoon at 3 p.m. Dr. Lockhart 
Robertson will deliver an address at the former, Dr. Sankey 
at the latter time. In the afternoon an important paper will 
be read by Professor Laycock, of Edinburgh. The annual 
dinner will be held in Willis’s Rooms at 7.30 P.m. 


Tur Spanish Government, believing firmly in the doctrine 
of contagion, have taken the strictest measures of quarantine, 
on account of the epidemic of cholera which has broken out in 
Morocco. 
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As we have been in this country somewhat startled by the 
occurrence of an unusual number of cases of sun-stroke, it 
will create no surprise to hear that the same disease has, of 
late, appeared in some parts of India. We learn by the Bom- 
bay mail that the weather was extremely hot during the be 
ginning of June last, and accompanied by a scorching land 
breeze and considerable electrical disturbance. At Kurrachee 
and Hyderabad there were a good many cases of insolation 
among the troops, several of which proved fatal. Mr. Otway, 
it will be remembered, put a question to the Secretary for 
War in the House of Commons as to the occurrence of several 
cases of heat apoplexy among the soldiers of the 36th Regi- 
ment and their families at Kurrachee. 


WE are requested to state that Sir James Simpson’s name 
was introduced without his authority into Mr. Campbell 
Swinton’s Committee list, as published last week in an adver- 
tisement. 


Tue Medical Committee of the Department of the Bouches 
du Rhone (Marseilles) will award a gold medal to the best 
memoir sent in before March Ist, 1869, on the Cruciferz, their 
employment in medicine, and the best mode of preparing their 
pharmaceutical products. 

The Medical Society of Lyons will recompense the best 
memoir sent in before Avgust 15th, 1869, on the following 
question : ‘‘ Pathogenesis of Non-traumatic Hmorrhages ; 
their clinical characters, and their treatment, according to the 
different conditions under which they arise.” 


Mr. Beaumont, surgeon, of Cheshunt, the co-respondent 
in a late action in the Divorce Court, has, we are informed, 
moved for a new trial. 


Pror. DeNonvititers, who had been appointed to take 
Jarjavay’s chair of Clinical Surgery at the Hopital de la Cli- 
nique, has preferred retaining his present chair of Surgical 
Operations at the Faculty. 


Asperctat Skin Department has been formed at St. George's 

‘ Hospital, and for the present is placed under the charge of 

Dr. Barclay. Westminster Hospital also has followed a general 

example in this respect, Dr. Basham having set aside six beds 
for clinical skin cases. 


Tue Treasury have granted an inconsiderable pension to 
Dr. R. M‘Donnell ; but that gentleman is just the one whom 
we feel sure will not be thus prevented from bringing under 
the notice of Parliament the very questionable proceedings at 
Mountjoy Prison, Dublin, on which a few weeks since we 

some comment. 


Szvera cases of hydrophobia have been observed in the 
Paris hospitals. In one, which has just terminated fatally at 
the Hopital Necker, the patient had been bitten by a lap-dog 
which presented all the appearances of perfect health. 


TENTH REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER 
OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL. 
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‘Were there any signs of flagging in the general interest 
which has lately been excited in the professional mind by 
the recent researches into the history of phthisis, the two able 
reports in Mr. Simon’s Blue-book, by Drs. Buchanan and 
Sanderson, would rekindle it. As it is, these further in- 
vestigations appear most opportunely to lend additional aid in 
unravelling the etiological and pathological relations of a 
disease which stands very high in the list of causes of death in 


this country. We proceed to notice, first of all, the report of 
Dr. Buchanan on ‘‘The Relation of Phthisis to Dampness of 
Soil.” It will be recollected that in the last annual report of 
the Medical Department of the Privy Council, an account was 
given of certain remarkable falls in the percentage of deaths in 
phthisis in direct relation apparently to the degree of drying 
of the soil, as in Salisbury, where it amounted to 49 per cent., 
Ely, Rugby, Banbury, and other places. Enough was found 
to warrant a closer and more extended examination of the 
question; and, on the representation of Mr. Simon, ‘‘my 
lords” directed Dr. Buchanan to pursue the thread of his for- 
mer discovery, and this he accordingly did in the fifty-eight 
registration districts of the counties of Kent, Surrey, and 
Sussex, where the characters of the surface and subsoil 
are best known. The materials for the report were ample : 
Parliamentary returns giving for each district the mean con- 
sumption rate in the ten years 1851-60; local inquiries, with 
the object of correcting errors of general recurrence ; census 
returns of 184]-61; the facts collected recently by the Geolo- 
gical Survey ; information from medical men, surveyors, and 
others having intimate knowledge of peculiarities of soil or 
a. The various districts were then examined by the 
ight of these aids for the true phthisis rate, and for the rela- 
tion between the kind of soil, and the amount of population 
resident thereon ; the two series of facts being as far as pos- 
sible combined, so as to give a final result. 

Dr. Buchanan tells us that in attempting to get at the true 
consumption rate, every clement likely to thwart approximate 
oe was duly esti “** Conditions whose influence 
has been examined, and more or less successfully allowed for, 
are:—l. Rapidly increasing ulation, and varying rate of 
increase, a consideration which has required the re-calculation 
of many figures in the Parliamentary returns. 2. The inclu- 
sion of much consumption with other diseases of the lungs 
which has presumably taken place in certain districts. 3. The 
influence of hospitals and other public institutions in increas- 
ing the mortality from consumption in the districts in which 
they are situa 4. The use of particular or resorts 
for consumptive invalids. 5. The special circumstances of 
large bodies of the male population, particularly in camps and 
dockyards.” And other matters have been duly allowed for 
as regards their influence: the urban or rural character of 


the population, its poverty or comparatively good wagee, the 
posutadiay of diseases in districts, and the hike. We mention 
this to show how thorough the investigation has been. Dr. 
Buchanan remarks, however, that the influence of the above 
conditions has been thrown into the shade beside the } 

one of soil, At starting, Dr. Buchanan arranges, in the order 
of their proper mortality from consumption, the fifty-eight 
districts am referred to, and their position is determined by 
the mean of the consumption rates of the two sexes together. 
The first twenty, for instance, rank as follows :—Dartford, 
Epsom, Milton, Godstone, North Aylesford, Dover, Bromley, 
Steyning, Chertsey, Croydon, Cranbrook, Richmond, Kings- 
ton, Eltham, Blean idge, Gravesend, East Grinstead, 
Reigate, Eastbourne ; and the ten worst in this respect are in 
order thus :—West Ashford, Lewes, Tenterden, Horsham, 
Westhampnett, Midhurst, Thakeham, Petworth, Westbourne, 
and, lastly, Chichester. Sheppy and Hastings are i 
the two places with the lowest consumption rates. The next 
point was to define the geological peculiarities of the several 
districts, the dips of beds, the elevation and slope of the sur- 
face, the water-holding qualities of the latter, and the nature 
of the subjacent formations, ‘having been specially taken into 
account. A series of ted statistical particu is given 
in illustration of this subject. The first conclusion to be 
drawn is that there is a close similarity between the 
order of districts in to consumption rates and the dry- 
ness or wetness of soil, In examining this point an attem 
was made to place the districts in order according to 
number of the people living on a wet or dry soil; but this 
was impossible because so many differences of in regard 
to slope, perviousness of soil, and the like, exist. ‘‘ But,” _ 
Dr. Buchanan, ‘‘although it is impossible to make the de- 
sired classification of all the districts, and although the evi- 
dence concerning influence of soil is after all best shown by 
the detailed study of particular districts, there are two ways 
in which the results of this inquiry may be summarised, so as 
to present the facts in a prominent way. The one (A) is to 
take groups of the districts in the order in which they stand 
for phthisis, and examine these groups as to general pervious- 
ness or imperviousness of soil, trusting to the considerations of 
elevation, slope, &c,, for compensating each other in the 
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group. The other (B) is to select out of the fifty-eight dis- 


tricts such as are most comparable with each other in regard 


of their position and geological structure, and to see how their 
phthisis is affected by the perviousness or imperviousness, 
elevation or lowness, slope or flatness, in the members of such 
limited series.” 
By the method A, it is seen that a large number of 

live in the most phthisical districts, on retentive soils. By 
the method B it is seen (1), that in comparable districts, 
where there is least phthisis, the population live on sands ; 
where the phthisis is more abundant, on clay. This is seen in 
the Wealden area of the south-eastern counties, as the follow- 
ing table shows—the places are arranged in the order of the 


|sand, and here again elevation has its usual influence. In 
|connexion with impervious formations we learn, in regard to 
| two pretty extensive formations, London clay and Weald clay, 
| that “‘they differ very importantly from each other in three 
| chief respects—(1) London clay in its main extent throu 
| the three counties forms Jong slopes and notable hills ; Weald 
| clay forms sometimes gently undulating but for the most part 
flat level ground. (2) London clay over large tracts is 
| covered by beds of gravel reaching to many feet in thickness ; 
| Weald clay bas only very local gravels disposed in undulations 
of the clay, and rarely at all thick. (3) Weald clay is always 
bounded immediately to the north and south by higher poe 
so that other beds drain more or less into its area ; 
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phthisis mortality,—Hastings having the least, and Petworth 
the highest ; and it will be seen that this is closely connected 
with respective ts of sand and clay in each district. 
2. In the same character of soil, a great difference is made by 
elevation in its perviousness ; or, to put it as Dr. Buchanan 
does, ‘‘it is evident that within the limits of ‘pervious soils’ 
may be included very great range of wet and dry soils, accord- 
ing to the elevation of the and the dip of subjacent 
impervious beds.” This notably affects the prevalence of con- 
sumption ; and it is an important consideration. A pervious 
surface (gravel), with an impervious subsoil (London clay), with 
good elevation, has little phthisis, as at Epsom, Chertsey, 
Croydon, Hoo, Richmond, or Kingston ; but with even a per- 
vious soil (gravel) lying low, there is a great amount of 
disease, as at Chichester; and the principle here involved 
holds good in other soils and formations, chalk for example. 

** No soil is drier than chalk when it has a fair elevation ; it 
is so dry, indeed, that at its higher parts there are no streams, 
water cannot be reached by ordinary wells, and the people 
seek less elevated ground to supply themselves with the - 
cessary element of water. In many districts the bulk of the 

lation who live on chalk occupy valleys with the water- 
fine in the chalk not many feet ro their houses ; and in the 
south of Sussex a still greater degree of wetness is reached, 
for a large part of the area reckoned as chalk is a flat plain on 
the sea level, covered by gravel, with the dip of the chalk here 
and there inland. If, with this preface, reference be made to 
the description of various districts which have a majority of 
their population on chalk, it will be seen that the position, 
as regards consumption, of those districts will on the 
whole represent the order in which they would stand if 
they were arranged according to the better or worse 
elevation of the chalk area on which the population live. 
Thus, North Aylesford, Thanet, and Dover, which stand to- 
gether seventh, eighth, and ninth among the 58 districts, have 
their inhabited chalk areas far more elevated, and their water 
better carried off, than Worthing, Lewes, and Westbourne, 
which are respectively 48th, 50th, and 57th on the list. And 
if the intermediate chalk districts be compared, then it is still 
found = they range in order in 
regard of consumption and in regard of the high or low situa- 
tion in which their population lives.” “ 

Dr. Buchanan refers to the population living on lower Green- 


| clay forms a more open country, and the direction of drainage 
| oon other beds is ps away from it. All these consi- 
derations show that the London clay has commonly a much 
less degree of wetness than the Weald clay.” And the differ- 
ence is striking as concerns the consumption rates, as we might 
expect. After alluding to the case of alluvium, Dr. Buchanan 
sums up as follows :— 

“1, Within the Kent, x there 
is, broad] i thisis among populations living on 
— populations on impervious 

“2. Within the same counties, there is less phthisis among 
populations living on high-lying pervious soi among 

ions living on low-lying pervious soils. 

**3. Within the same counties, there is less pbthisis among 
lations living on sloping impervious soils than among po- 
ions living on flat impervious soils. 

** 4. The connexion between soil and phthisis has been es- 
tablished in this inquiry (a) by the existence of agree- 
ment in phthisis meet between districts that have common 
geological and to phical features, of a nature to affect the 
water-holding quality of the soil; (+) by the existence of 
general di t between districts that are differently cir- 
cumstanced in regard of such features ; and (c) by the dis- 
covery of pretty regular concomitancy in the fluctuation of 
the two conditions, from much phthisis with much wetness of 
soil to little phthisis with little wetness of soil. But the con- 
nexion between wet soil and phthisis came out last year in 
another way, which must here be recalled—(d) by the obser- 
vation that phthisis had been y reduced in towns where 
the water of the soil had been artificially removed, and that 
it had not been reduced in other towns w the soil had not 
been dried. 

**5. The whole of the foregoing conclusions combine into 
one—which may now be affirmed generally, and not only of 
particular districts—that wetness of soil is a cause of i 
to the population living upon it. 

‘**6. No other circumstance can be detected, after careful 
consideration of the materials accumulated during this year, 
that coincides on any large scale with the greater or less pre- 
valence of phthisis, except the one condition of soif.” 

It has come to the knowledge of both Dr. Simon and Dr. 
Buchanan that in the year 1862 Dr. Bowditch, of Boston, drew 


° | Per-centage of population resident on P| | 
Order of district Rg 
among the fity-cight districts, | | weaid clay. | Hastings beds. | | 
in order of power gravels gravels 
phthisis mortality. over on 
Clays | With | With- | “=| clay. |weald clay. 
| gravel.| out. of. 
2.? Hastings ... ... 5 
15. Oranbrook ... ... 18 
22. ({ East Grinstead ... 18 
23.24 Tunbridge ... ... 1 
25. (Uckfield ... ... 
20. | Battle... ... ... 20 | 
42. / Maidstone ... ... 2 24 
43. (Cuckfield ... ... 
46. \ Hailsham ... ... 38 
51. Tenterden ... ... 58 
53. Horsham ... ... 56 
56. Petworth ... ... _ 70 
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attention to the remarkable inequality of the distribution of 
phthisis in Massachusetts, and, as far as he was enabled to 
ascertain, explicable by differences in the dampness of soil. 
The pe iy ed work of Dr. Bowditch reached Mr. Simon 
only after the completion of Dr. Buchanan's report, the 
latter gentleman having been unable to obtain a copy of the 
origin mphlet. e conclusions of Dr, Bowditch haye 
been applied, it seems, by the Registrar-General of Scotland 
to the case of the eight principal towns of Scotland, and it has 
been found that in these cases the stated relation of phthisis 
to dampness of soil is apparent there also. The conclusion 
arrived at by both Dr. Bowditch and Dr. Buchanan, Mr. Simon 
now ranks gst “‘the scientific certainties” of the day. 
Dampness of soil is one of the chief factors in the causation of 
phthisis, and the relation of this doctrine to the potential 
efficacy of extended drainage it is easy to comprehend. We 
have no space now left to enter into a consideration of Dr. 
Sanderson's labours, but hope to do justice to them on another 
occasion, 


REPORTS 
ON THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF OUT-DOOR MEDICAL 
RELIEF IN THE METROPOLIS. 


No. V. 


Tue guardians pay for and dispense the drugs for the out- 
door poor in about one-third of the metropolitan unions or 
separate parishes. In a few the practice has been adopted 
many years, but in several—to wit, Poplar, St. George’s-in- 
the-East, and St. George’s, Hanover-square—the arrangement 
has been introduced within the last twelve months. The ob- 
jections to the more common system of including the drugs in 
the salary were clearly stated by Mr. Gathorne Hardy when 
he proposed the Metropolitan Poor Bill. He said that ‘drugs 
should be supplied by the guardians, and that the conflict 
between interest and duty, which must arise when the medical 
officer is required to provide them out of his salary, would be 
thereby prevented, The drugs would be obtained of the best 
quality, and the poor would receive them without improper 
stint.” It is an impression not by any means confined to the 
poor, that medical officers are in the habit of using a different 
class of medicines for their pauper patients. One medical 
officer stated that the poor have frequently asked him to 
allow them to pay for the medicines; and another that 
some of his parish patients have requested to be supplied 
from the best portion of his stock, This impression is a 
great source of want of confidence in the medical officer’s 
skill, and probably arises from the necessity of preparing large 
quantities for the purpose of dispensing without delay. It also 
arises from the arrangements often made to receive the pauper 
patients in a separate house or consulting-room. Bat we regret 
to be obliged to state our conviction that the charge of supply- 
ing cheap and inferior medicines is by no means without 
foundation. One of two things is certain, said the clerk of 
one union—either that the poor require more medicine since it 
has been paid for by the guardians, or the medical officers used 
to be much more economical ; for the cost of the drugs is nearly 
equal to their salaries. It is not on such an indefinite state- 
ment, however, that we should dare to make so serious a 
charge, but if we compare the cost of drugs when paid for by 
the guardians with the salaries of medical officers who pay for 
them themselves, we can only explain the facts either by sup- 
posing that the latter are great public benefactors, who not 
only give their time and services for nothing, but pay largely 
out of their own pockets besides, or that the drugs supplied 
are both inferior and scanty. 

At Islington the cost of drugs last year was about £400. 
The dispenser’s salary is £104, and the assistant's £52; the 
total cost of drugs and dispensing is therefore £556, One-fifth 


is supplied to the inmates of the workhouse, whose cases are 
probably more serious and of longer duration than the rest. 
This would give £445 a year, as the cost of drugs supplied to 
the out-door poor, The number of patients last year was 
14,108; which proves the cost of drugs and dispensing to be 
about 74d. per case, This sum is, however, unusually low. 
The medical orders are only good for six weeks; whereas in 
most cases they are renewable once a quarter, or even less 
frequently. Moreover, although there is ostensibly no restric- 
tion whatever in the supply of drugs, there are several formula 
in their special Pharmacopwia which savour of undue economy. 
Thus chalk mixture is ordered to be made without gum acacia 
or aromatic confection. We have no particular faith in this 
somewhat old-fashioned prescription; but we should have con- 
siderably less in a simple mixture of chalk and peppermint- 
water, than when aromatic condiments are added. 

In the neighbouring parish of St. Luke the guardians have 
also found the drugs for many years, and there is absolutely 
no restriction whatever as to the quantity and quality of the 
medicines. A written prescription is most properly required 
before any medicine is dispensed, and it is carefully entered 
in a book kept for the purpose, During the quarter ending 
Christmas last 14,520 prescriptions were dispensed; and as 
there are about 7000 patients per annum, each patient receives 
about eight supplies of medicine, lasting on an average about 
three days. Last year the payments for drugs, which are pur- 
chased of the best wholesale houses, amounted to £360. The 
salary of the dispenser is £104, One-fifth is supplied to the 
inmates of the workhouse, The cost of drugs and dispensing 
is therefore £372, or as nearly as possible 1}d. for each pre- 
scription and 1s, for each patient. 

Once more. At Mile-end the medical officers are not per- 
mitted to engage in private practice, and can be under no 
temptation whatever to undue extravagance; whilst they are 
permitted to order whatever remedies they think proper, The 
drugs supplied to the East and West districts, and the dis- 
penser’s salary, may be reckoned at £166 for the half-year 
ending Lady-day last. 4230 patients were attended, aad 
19,374 prescriptions were dispensed, each prescription order. 
ing a supply for three days. The cost of each patient is there- 
fore 9d.; that of each prescription 14d. 

We may therefore fairly conclude that every pauper patient 
requires, on an average, six prescriptions for a three days’ 
supply of medicine; and that each prescription costs 14d., and 
the patients 9d. each, 

With this standard before us, let the salaries of certain 
medical officers be compared with the number of patients they 
attend, The worst case is that of a medical officer who has 
charge of one of the most unhealthy districts in the metro- 
polis. Overcrowding, want of water, close courts, and ill- 
drained houses afford a permanent home for zymotic disease 
and pauperism. The gravest cases are submitted to his care 
and treatment. He receives nearly 3500 orders in a year, and 
his work has been perpetually increasing, whilst his salary re- 
mains the same. He receives about 5d. per case, or rather 
more than half that which ought to be required to find the 
drags, Can anyone seriously believe that this benevolent 
person not only gives up five or six hours per day to the exe- 
cution of his duty, but puts his hand into his pocket to the 
extent of £50 a year. Is it not far more probable that he does 
the best consistent with his interest ; and that Epsom salts, 
nitre, quassia, and carbonate of ammonia are his chief reme- 
dies? Nor is this by any means an isolated example of salaries 
which, if properly expended, would not supply the necessary 
drugs. Ina another district the salary is 6d. per case; in 
another 10d.; whilst in several others it does not exceed ls. 

But even where the payment is somewhat higher, there is 
no guarantee that the proper medicines are supplied. No 
guardian or Poor-law inspector bas ever been known to make 
inquiries on the subject, or to visit the surgery of the medical 
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officer to see whether he even possesses, much less dispenses, 
the medical and surgical appliances absolutely requisite for 
the treatment of the sick poor; the fact being that, under this 
wretched system, inquiries would reveal too much and expose 
evils which would not bear the light of day. Nevertheless, 
we have ventured upon this dangerous ground ; and it is with 
great satisfaction that we bear testimony to the generally pro- 
per equipment of the surgery and the careful dispensing of the 
medicines, even when it is most obvious that tie salary scarcely 
pays the drug bill and the necessary assistant. Over and over 
again we have been convinced that the work is fairly done, at 
the cost of considerable sacrifice of comfort, convenience, and 
health. But we should be neglectful of our duty to the public, 
the poor, and, more than all, to the profession, if we did not 
state most clearly that this is not invariably the case. We 
visited at least one surgery where there was apparently a 
painful deficiency of pharmaceutical resources. We found 
upon inquiry that the proprietor was fearfully overworked. 
He had attended more than 2000 cases in the year, besides a 
considerable number of accouchements, for which he had no 
extra pay. He had more than 300 cases of small-pox in a 
single quarter. He makes from twenty to thirty home visits 
daily, and during the epidemic noticed they reached to eighty. 
His private practice has been literally destroyed; and he 
has now no source of income except his salary of £120 a 
year, or ls. 2d. per case, If the drugs were supplied on the 
scale we have described, they would cost £75 per annum, and 
he would have but half-a-crown a day to live upon, Poverty, 
not will, is urged as an excuse for the fact that the drug bill is 
kept down with difficulty to £12 or £15 a year. The sick and 
dying poor may, indeed, be satisfied by unwearying personal 
attention, and their sufferings soothed by a kindly manner. 
But it is manifest that there is no real application of the re- 
sources of our art ; no medical treatment, properly so-called, 
These sad facts ought to be as accessible to the inspectors of 
the Poor-law Board as they are to us. In this case application 
has been made in vain for increased salary; and the medical 
officer has been waiting anxiously for the introduction of the 
dispensary system. Surely the whole responsibility ought not 
to be cast upon the unfortunate medical officer for such a dis- 
graceful state of things. The poor man has no other resource 
but the Poor-law Board ; and guardians have power to remedy 
the evil, and to insist on simple justice being done to the 


poor. 

In our next we propose to draw attention to recent legis- 
lation on this important point, and to the imperfect and ano- 
malous way in which that legislation is being carried out. 


OPENING OF THE NEW DRAINAGE WORKS 
AT HASTINGS. 

Ture is no subject of more general interest than the sani- 
tary condition of our English watering-places, and those few 
sheltered nooks where the invalid may venture to take the air 
even in the depth of winter. Moreover, the prosperity of these 
places depends largely on the dictum of the medical profession, 
who incur a grave responsibility in recommending the removal 
of their patients from healthy country homes, furnished with 
every luxury, without the assurance that they will enjoy other 
sanitary advantages besides a sheltered situation and an open 
sea. 

Yet it is precisely under most unfavourable sanitary con- 
ditions that the borough of Hastings has grown up. Originally 
cooped up in a narrow valley shut in by overtopping cliffs, 
with ill-constructed houses swarming with a rough seafaring 
and smuggling people, it was during the middle ages the con- 
stant seat of plague, and even in modern times fever was 
rarely absent from its ill-drained and overcrowded courts. 
From within these narrow limits it emerged some fifty years 


ago. Visitors were attracted by its mild and equable climate, 
by its lovely surrounding scenery ; and, after the exact meteoro- 
logical observations of the late Dr. Mackness, it was clearly 
demonstrated that it was well suited as a winter residence for 
a considerable class of invalids. 

It is somewhat remarkable that the more ancient portion of 
the borough was, until quite recently, the better drained. A 
rude system of sewers was here in operation, flushed twice a 
week from a pond situate at the upper partof thetown. But 
in the newer parts cesspools were all but universal, and 
when drains were first made they were devised to carry off 
the surface water, and it was positively forbidden to disc 
foul matter into them lest they should be choked thereby. In 
the houses facing the sea it was then customary to keep a tub 
for solid refuse, and to empty the contents daily on the beach. 
In 1856 the evils of such an imperfect system became un- 
bearable, and the town was drained at a cost of £16,000 on a. 
system adapted to the natural levels. But the effect was simply 
to transfer the entire pollution of the town to the sands, The 
sewage was discharged immediately in front of the most 
fashionable quarters. The hollows of the beach were fre- 
quently filled with filthy mud, to the infinite disgust of 
bathers, whose complaints some two or three years ago bid 
fair to destroy the reputation of the place. Moreover, 
the sewers were open to the sea, which, at high tides, 
advanced and filled them in some cases for a length of 
half a mile from the outlet, and the mixture of sewage and 
sea water caused a deposit which choked the smaller drains, 
and generated offensive gases, which were forcibly driven into 
the houses of the upper portion of the town. These gases 
became a continual source of fever, Ugly rumours went 
abroad, and the inhabitants, threatened with » loss of their 
prosperity, and stimulated by the rivalry of other important 
bathing places, set about the adoption of remedial measures. 
In this they seem to have been particularly fortunate in se- 
curing the services of a most competent local engineer, and of 
a contractor ready to do the necessary work on the lowest pos- 
sible terms, because he is himself—as an owner of house pro- 
perty—most deeply interested in the result. This is most 
apparent from the fact that the highest tender for the works 
required £49,000, and that they have been satisfactorily com- 
pleted by Mr. Howell for £26,000. A main intercepting 
sewer has been constructed on the frontage of the town, com- 
mencing at St. Leonard's Archway, and terminating in a tank 
at the eastern suburb. This tank is capable of holding 
1,500,000 gallons of sewage, and is emptied into the sea by 
means of a 4-feet iron culvert half a mile long, the extremity 
of which is perpetually under water. The tank is discharged 
twice a day at low water, when the current of sea sets east- 
wards, and the whole is conveyed into Rye Bay, where it 
meets an opposing current, and is carried directly out to sea. 

The adjoining township of St. Leonard's, under the advice 
of Mr, Bazalgette, has ly completed works of a similar 
character, but here the levels permit of the di taking 
place at high water, when the tide runs westward, There is, 
therefore, a clear fron of between three and four miles, 
and in place of some eight or ten ar culverts discharging 
offensive matters there is now clean bathing and a pure sea. 
Some of the old openings on the beach are, however, per- 
mitted to remain. They are closed with tocks, but will 
be available in heavy falls of rain as safety outlets, and also 
for flushing the drains by admitting sea water when the 
season is icularly dry. 

At the Hastings or eastern tank some ve gentlemen 
are erecting machinery to deodorise dry the sewage for 
manure, They have engaged to conduct their eperetiose in an 
py hermetically sealed, and we can only hope that they 
will be enabled to solve the great social problem of the day 
to the satisfaction of the ratepayers of Hastings, and their own 
profit. In either case the blic will regard the experiment 
with interest, and ought to be grateful to them for the risk in- 


The whole of the works formally opened on Monday 
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sentatives of the London press. The sewage of forty-eight 
hours had been allowed to accumulate in the tank, Snob fas 
about half full. On opening the sluice a sort of marine foun- 
tain was observed some distance from the coast, opposite to 
Ecclesbourne Valley. A filthy black stream discoloured the 
sea for a iderable distance, and passed slowly to the east- 
ward, away from the town. The tank was emptied in about 
an hour anda half. For the future it will be emptied twice a 
day, and thoroughly cleansed on each occasion by a flush of 
water. A dinner in honour of the event was given at the 
Queen’s Hotel. The Mayor presided, and many of the mag- 
nates of the neighbourhood were present. 

Without wishing to draw invidious distinctions, we must 
congratulate the inhabitants of Hastings and St. Leonards on 
the completion of their spirited and successful undertaking, 
which cannot fail to place the locality amongst the foremost in 
the race of sanitary improvement. 


Correspondence. 


“ Audi alteram partem,” 


THE PATHOLOGY OF CHOLERA. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Srr,—There is an old saying giving sage advice to ‘‘ those 
who in quarrels interpose,” and so it is with some diffidence 
that I write upon the question of cholera ; and trust that, should 
Dr. Johnson think me worthy of a reply, he will use me lightly, 
and remember that ‘teachers can only claim a passing faith 
from their pupils,” and that he himself began his professional 
life by sending forth new facts and ideas, to the death of rough 
and imperfect observations made before, 

The main pathological fact of cholera is, without doubt, the 
stagnation of blood in the venous system, due, according to 
Dr. Jchnson, to spasm of the pulmonary arteries, which refuse 
a passage to the infected , a8 other arteries are said to do 
in other diseases having blood-poisoning as their origo mali. 
Why the lung-vessels should thus act in cholera it is difficult 
to see. There is not that show of reason for this theory which 
we find in renal disease, in which we are told the spasm is 
more chronic, and results in an hypertrophy of the vessels. 
Against this hypertrophy itself nothing can be said—it is evi- 
dent to the eye; but that its object 1s a retardation of the 
blood-current, a spasmodic stoppage, many disbelieve; and 
perhaps in cholera we can find most to say in dispute. 

We may urge that the blood in the whole venous system and 
in the pulmonary artery is stagnant, for these reasons :— 

lst. Because the blood has lost that proper proportion be- 
tween its solid and fiuid constituents so necessary to ensure 
its equable flow, and is, therefore, in some degree like the 
fluid we see in drains in dry weather. 

2nd. Because the veins and pulmonary vessels, which are 
naturally less powerful than the carriers of red blood, do not 
act upon their altered contents with their usual power, being 
relaxed and distended, and, moreover, affected by that shock 
which affects the whole body. 

3rd. Because the patient is overwhelmed and enfeebled at 
once: his respiration fails him, and there is, consequently, an 
absence of that suction-action of the lungs which is so great a 
help to the venous circulation. 

4th. Becanse there is an absence of those healthy contrac- 
tions and relaxations of the muscular system so constantly 

mt in health, the patient being prostrate, or cnly moved 
yy cramps, 

Here are some simple explanations of that stagnation of 
blood which takes place in cholera alike in all vessels of the 
body which are carriers of venous blood, and in them chiefly 
from tbeir want of contractile power. Now let us ask by what 
— are these simple theories to be supplanted ? 

hat the arrest is due to a defensive spasm of the pulmonary 
arterial system! To prove which, Dr, Johnson observes (THE 
Lancet, June 6th) that the whole venous system is turgid, 
and tne pulmonary artery also ; besides, in another part of his 
paper, that the bronchial veins are in a state of block, bein 
gorged like the rest, and that this is due to the block in the pul- 
monary artery; urging at the same time the few and mere 
safety-valve communications between these sets of vessels in 


support of his theory. Why then, let us ask, is the pulmonary: 


artery full of blood? Are that vessel and its branches empty 
and in a state of spasm? To prove Dr. Johnson’s theory true, 
they should be so, from their smallest capillaries back to the 
heart itself. Dr. Sutton’s researches, quoted above, show the 
reverse. But the lungs are “‘empty and drier than usual.” 
Yes ; because the venous system is choked, and cannot send 
blood to them, and they have passed on all which has been 
aérated, to be acted upon by the powerful and highly contractile 
arterial system, which soon empties itself, and adds to the 
venous accumulation, and, this being done, its vessels contract 
by virtue of that power which enables them always to adapt 
themselves to their contents ; but in this there is no spasm. 

Dr. Sutton says that the lungs were diminished in weight, 
were only half as heavy, having but little blood in them, and 
that little in the branches of the pulmonary , where it 
was black-looking and thicker than usual, but not so thick but 
that it ran from the right heart when a puncture was made. 
And this would appear to upset a great part of the above theory; 
but | would suggest that, although a fluid may not be too visci 
to escape when aided by the attraction of gravitation and other 
natural forces, yet it may be too thick to run upwards against 
gravity with all the forces of the venous system in abeyance. 

I am aware that people will object that the pulmonic circu- 
lation cannot be so weak as to allow of this stagnation ; but we 
must remember that Valentin has estimated the healthy power 
of Re a ventricle as only half that of the ay 

early the onary is ive not active in 
this disease, whale its contents being 

. Johnson attempts to su i com 
an asthmatic spasm wth the collapse of cholera. The differ- 
ence seems to be simply this, that in the former blood cannot 
pass, for the lungs wil/ not aérate it ; whilst in the latter blood 
does not come to be aérated. One is a tonic disease, the other 
atonic. The two cases are not the same, and it can well be 
disputed ‘‘ that both in asthma and cholera the circulation is 
impeded by contraction of the small pulmonary arteries ;” it 
is probable that in neither does such contraction prevail, 
although in the former there may be that wholesome effort of 
nature to overcome an obstacle which is shown us in cardiac 


hypertrophy. 

Thus the collapse of cholera is probably never due to apneea, 
but may be caused, as Dr. Sutton thinks, in a great measure 
by ‘‘shock.” Its causes are probably these, some being pre- 
sent in one case, some in another :— 

Ist. The shock of a sudden drain of fluid in large quantity 
from the body. ‘This is seen in a minor degree after tapping a 
hydrocele or a dropsical belly. In the latter case people have 
once or twice collapsed altogether. 

2nd. The excessive dose of the poison imbibed by the 

jent. Thus men have fallen in the midst of apparent 
th. 

3. A slow exhaustion from the continuous drain of fluid 
from the blood ; and thus the patient is relieved of the poison 
and his life at one and the same time. 

Again, I have heard said, or seen in print, that the in- 
jection of warm liquids into the veins relaxes the spasm of the 

uimonary arteries, and so sets the patient going once more. 
Ts it not more probable that this injection acts by restoring 
the venous current and diluting the blood? Surely these must 
be the first effects of our interference. Moreover, the liquid 
injected is very often saline, and thus a nutritive material is 
supplied to the blood to replace that which is lost; and so a 
stimulus is given to the patient, who is wonderfully relieved. 
This cannot be received as a proof of pulmonary arterial spasm. 

The treatment of cholera is not under discussion, and so 
with reference to it I will merely say that, holding to such 
pathological views as these, I do not see reason to depart from 
rules laid down by myself after my return from witnessi 
the Parisian epidemic which ours of 1866. We m 
be guided by the state in which we find our patient. 

I am, Sir, obediently yours, 
Wimpole-street, June 29th, 1868, Frep. Soms. 


TREATMENT OF FRACTURES. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

Str,—I have read with considerable interest, and no little 
surprise, Mr. Erichsen’s remarks on ‘‘ Simple Fracture of the 
Shaft of the Femur,” as reported in your journal for the 2nd 
and 9th of May. 

; The subject, at all times one of deep interest, becomes in- 
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generally. I venture therefore to offer a few remarks, with 
the view of eliciting the opinions of other surgeons, as well 
hospital as private. 

Special allusion having been made to views which I have 
from time to time advanced, and their practical bearing ques- 
tioned, I feel it incumbent on me to endeavour to establish 
their correctness, and I think I shall be able to do so satisfac- 

ily from Mr. Erichsen’s own admissions. 

ther the different muscles 


up permanent extension. 
Speaking of Liston’s long splint, he 
a very useful method of treatment in 


is hands which its importance deserves ; and, more- 
- inciple of 


by a committee, if either of the Societies 
appoint one. 


lam, 
. H. B, F.R.C.S. 
Boyne Grove, Maidenhead, May, 1368. 


THE RAILWAY TRAVELLERS’ ASSURANCE 
COMPANY. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Srr,—Mr. Holt endeavours, with what degree of dexterity and 
of fairness your readers must judge, to deal with the question 
that I have raised as if it were a personal one between himeelf 
and me, and as if it were in some degree confined to the in- 


me of being angry with him; but I beg leave to say that I 
have not been guilty of so wasteful an expenditure of force. 


With your permission, Sir, I will endeavour to set apart 
from one another the issues that Mr. Holt desires to conf . 


and, after ing to the general question (the only one 
personal one. 
To give a certificate is a professional service 


Tae Laycer,] TREATMENT OF FRACTURES. 
_ 
vested with more than ordinary importance when an hospital | of i me 
surgeon, in the exercise of his professorial duties, embodies could be prevailed 
the result of nearly a quarter of a century’s experience in a , 4 
clinical lecture to his pupils, some of whom may be about to =. 
enter on the active and responsible duties of practice. Opinions | ZN 
so authoritatively pronounced are sure to be received with c | —— | 
respect, and demand the serious consideration of the profession * 
3 
\ 
© 
\ (A 
ment practised in University College Hospital—viz., Liston’s a 
long splint, the starched bandage, and, lastly, by means of (— 
weights attached to the limb and running over pulleys 
act, he says, in precisely the same manner—i.e., by fatigue, 
overcoming muscular contraction, and consequently keeping | 
says, “‘Itis 
“Done, i in cases of 
oblique fracture. One cbjection vaised is thet is 
has a tendency to obliterate the natural curve of the femur. é 
No doabt,” adds Mr. Erichsen, long as limb is main-| 
tained upon it, the long splint has a tendency to draw the | 
limb into its own axis, rather than into the natural axis of the ‘i e 
femur. ' But in the case of fractured thigh-bone, as in the case | Fj — 
of every other broken bone, at the end of seven or eight weeks, = ce 
when the use of the splint has been discontinued (supposing - 
the case to be treated throughout on the long splint), the callus } | 
oppose an impediment to what one may term ing or = 
tadelling action of the muscles of the limb.” 
Now I think it would be difficult for me, in the same number = 
nature objection. w period 
position, and as a consequence it cannot be wondered at that 
yielding, and not iently firm to resist the moulding or 
formity ature’s powers have 
been literally mi ied, if not wasted. 
<00lté‘<ié the authority of Paget for the 
statem| er more extended experience has 
induced him to alter his opinion), that in the human subject 
“‘no provisional callus is formed, except in the ribs, which are 
always in motion ;” and therefore, where it does exist, the 
natural inference is, that constant motion has been present 
either from the use of an apparatus defective in retentive 
this objection which Mr. Erichsen has pronounced as 
** entirely theoretical,’”’ has not received the careful investiga- 
“‘ expectancy” in surgery which cannot fail to be high! al it 
mental to the interests of the profession. If Mr. Erichsen is { 
not too far blinded by prejudice he mzy still render valuable | 
aid in the endeavour OF plea thin purtan of the science and | if not all, would charge for certificates over and above their 
art of surgery on a more exact basis. The essential points in | charge for attendance. If, therefore, Mr. Holt’s office required f 
on the latter solely | many certificates, would be paid for them. 
depends the result, w of a speedy and perfect cure, or a | The injured person ask for and obtain them from the 7 | 
tardy and imperfect one. The apparatas, therefore, should be and the transaction would be of the simplest kind. 4 
such that of itself does not tend to alter the natural form of tn Sant, the than 
the limb, and that, whilst possessing perfect retentive power, | cates. It requires a description of the case, and uses this de- 
ey ee er eee Coe I send a | scription, when obtained, as a basis on which to treat with the 
sketch ee ere The | sufferer for a single sum by way of compensation. Mr. Holt 
object is to ho! ee een See did not want a certificate setting forth that my patient was 
mediately at the seat of fracture both above and , at the | still totally or partially disabled, but he wanted dats from 
same time that it adapts itself to the natural curve of the limb. | which to judge how long disability was likely to continue. i 
treatment of T think the subject one well worthy the conduct of its business. ig quite certain that the great ; 
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majority of practitioners, if applied to for such information 
for the company, by its ordinary secretary, would refuse to 
afford it without payment. In many cases they would refuse 
altogether. But the yuasi private note, which Mr. Holt says 
is not private, but which is written on paper stamped with Mr. 
Holt’s crest and private address, and in which the Company is 
not mentioned, is a very different matter. It takes men by 
surprise ; and renders them what Mr. Holt calls courteous. 
That is to say, they are induced, by a sham private letter, to 
do that for a snolheal man which they would not do for the 
Company, whose agent and servant he is. I repeat and main- 
tain that this sham private letter is an abuse of the courteous 
relations of professional brotherhood. If the Company needs 
information, the Company should either pay for it, or else 
should call on the patient to supply it, so that he should pay 
for it himself. This would be a question of terms as between 
the directors and the public. 

Mr. Holt accuses me, both by implication and directly, of dis- 
I like him to try and understand — I re- 

is system of quasi private letter writing as being very 
pertinent, and not strictly honourable; and that he received 
from me as much courtesy as a stranger who takes a liberty 
can reasonably claim. His first application was contained in a 
slovenly note, that was curt, but not courteous; and his re- 
joinder was offensive, Like a sturdy beggar, he was scarce] 
civil even in his whine, and became saucy as soon as his peti- 
tion was rejected. 

Mr. Holt states that he will continue his letter-writing pro- 
cess. I do not wonder at the information. The qualities of 
mind required in order to commence such a system are pre- 
cisely those that would induce perseverance in it. To be 
naked and not ashamed was once an evidence of innocence 
but, since the Fall, it has been somewhat less fav i 

reted. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Stroud, July 28th, 1863, 


> 


Ropert B. Carter. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sir,—The arrangements of this Company require 
ilation and rectification, as is evidenced in my experience. 
When residing in Kent, I received a letter of inquiry frota 
Mr. Holt ; and I replied to it, wondering whether I should be 
paid for so doing, and made up my mind not to do the like 
again without arranging the matter beforehand. A day or 
two after, I received, with the author’s compliments, a copy 
of the work on Stricture. My grievance, however, did not 
overtures were e Company to compromise 
claim for a sum to be oy at once. "These were de- 
after a few more weeks an agen’ 

asked him, poi 
man. Again a few weeks, and I was requested by the 
m sper in consultation upon the case (a 
i ankle); and as he was from home, I was desired to 

him the appointment. In reply 


for the trouble invo!ved, as charges for letter-writi 
itted in my account ; but I did not 


Com. 


y’s position in the minds of country medical men if he will 


ion : it i 
was examined, at my request, by my colleague Dr. P 
accounts of the very symptoms relered to by Dr. i 
e 


affected my opinion as to 
iting d ined by 
be that of 


_not 


have 
iting. 
sen absence of could 
ence or a stranger 


THE ST. LEONARD'S HOSPITAL. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


twenty-four patients, but for want of funds only made avail- 
able for twelve) has passed the following bye-laws for the re- 
ception of patients by the medical officers :— 

‘* 1, That each medical officer shall take a week in succession 
for the purpose of receiving patients and admitting cases of 


something of that sort, than by continuing to obtain | the 


essional information in the private manner in which he 
applies and pays for it. - 
Tam, 
Blackfriars, Gloucester, July 27th, 1868. . SKEDDELL. 


LITHOTRITY. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


refir to, bei 
ie required bythe ater, an 


producing much less irritation. 
learning 


opportunity of this 


FERED 


5 Meantime, I am compelled to add that if he has any litho- 
4 trity to do, and does it as anybody did it fifteen years ago, I 
. am afraid he has still something to learn relative to the art of 
4 Ge 
4 I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
it Wimpole-street, July 25th, 1863. Henry THompson. 
HYSTERICAL VOMITING. 
f To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 
Srr,—I have seen in the last week’s number of your journal 
' a letter from Dr. Tilt, in which, after making a quotation from 
| a lecture of mine on Hysterical Vomiting, which appeared 
a4 lately in your columns, he goes on to say: ‘‘ With such marked 
" signs of some disease of one or other of the reproductive 
t organs have sickness for a paramount symptom, it seems 
| ion was made to ascer- 
; tain w or not there was any such disease,” &c. 
While I entirely concur in the wisdom and soundness of 
Bi Dr. Tilt’s remarks in their general bearing, there is one circum- 
stance that, I am afraid, robs them of some of their force in 
n, on 
t, and 
on re- 
rative 
undul itive, but without t 
4 u sensitive, but without any apparent cause ; wi 
’ nature as that which sometimes occurs, apparently sponta- 
; neously, in strumous subjects. 
I came to the conclusion, therefore, that the pains com- 
: condition ; an opinion I the more readily adopted from 
having previously seen one or two very severe cases in which 
Fi similar pains were undoubtedly of this nature. But, even if 
the examination had resulted in the discovery of some end 
L I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Harley-street, July 27th, 1868, Hype Sauter, M.D. 
} Sir,—The committee of management of St. Leonard’s Hos- 
: pital (an institution just opened in this town to accommodate 
mavion as to source to which was to look for 
we submit that the Company would do better to retain . 
the services of the medical attendant of the patient by a fee, That on the admission of 
a and thereby make a friend of him, than to worry and annoy | be allotted to the medical officer who at the time of such ad- 
4 him by raising questions calculated to weaken or _— mission shall have the smallest number of patients in the hos- 
a patients’ contidence. Mr. Holt will do better for pital : in case the medical officers shal] each retain the same 
a pan | number of patients, the patient admitted shall be allotted to 
f suggest medical officer of the week ; to whom also shall be allotted 
admitted during the week.” 
i ave a very strong protest i Ww 
and I have as an amendment 
aq is adopted found to work well in other hospitals, be 
a i adopted here,—namely, that all patients admitted durin 
a a week be allotted to the medical officer of the week, and 
q 
Str,—Had my old friend and former fellow-student, Buxton 
i Shillitoe, asked me at any time to show him either my litho- 
4 trite or my manner of using it, before volunteering a published | such a rule must lead to endless unpleasantness. 
4 statement respecting them, he would have learned that both | The meeting of governors which is to decide this question 
‘* instrument and operation differ widely from the operation he | meets on the 4th prox., and I shall feel sudhailieel law 
‘. rformed in one-fourth of will kindly in your next number give me your opinion as to 
the relative advantages of the byeaw and amendment. 
: am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
for whenever he pleases. Sudbury, Suffolk, July 28th, 1888, J. M.D, 
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THE REPRESENTATION OF EDINBURGH AND 
ST. ANDREWS UNIVERSITIES. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Sir,—I have to express my regret that I was unavoidably 
prevented being present on Monday last at the meeting of the 
St. Andrews medical graduates held at the Freemasons’ 
Tavern. I was most anxious to know Dr. Richardson's 

on various matters before pledging myself to support 


thirty gentlemen taming the meeting I could not, and 
would not, su any candidate for a seat in the House of 
Commons simply as a medical man without some fixed political 
views. Such a man would be looked upon as a nonentity. I 
ask the Liberal uates of the Universities not to stultify 
themselves by ging their votes to a purely medical candi- 
date, and thus tend to secure the return of one who is purely 

and Conservative. There is no doubt that the contest 

be between Professor Playfair and Mr. Swinton, the 
former a learned and Liberal professor in sciences collateral to 
medicine. Moreover, his sympathies are largely with the 
from sympathising with the profession, us al- 
together, and simply urges his dian ¢ to our support on the 
exclusive principles of Conservatism. Besides, it is a matter 
of importance to the medical graduates of St. Andrews to 
know that Mr. Swinton is su in his candidature by 
two men most hostile to their placed on the register as 


I am, Sir, your obedient 


Montague-square, July 22nd, 1868. A. Wy» TLLIAMS, 


METROPOLITAN DISTRICT ASYLUMS. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Srr,—Allow me to correct an error which appears in your 
notice of the proceedings of this Board in your last number. 
The Committee for the Southern Districts of the metropolis, 
in preparing their instructions to architects for the Fever Hos- 

have had before them two documents with 

care and research by Dr. Sibson, the late i of 

** Committee for Fever Patients.” One, a compilation from 

the returns of the Registrar-General, and from the reports of 

the London Fever Hospital, gives the complete fever statistics 

of London, and the other is a memorandum containing sug- 
gy for the plan of a Fever Hospital. 

information thus Sibson, 


it to 


ments, to continue a 
able ; and, although the be ae are not enough 
to imagine that they have “‘ solved the difficulty pak | 
a hospital on the ee plan, to receive three varieties 
fever, which must be kept distinct, as well as cases of inflam- 
matory disease, mistaken for fever, and sent to the hospital, 
they have endeavoured at least to grapple with it. 
for ‘‘small-pox patients,” 
lately presided over by Mr. T. Holmes, ids cmemekinion of 
imstructions, which Southern Committee have adopted 
with few alterations, the princi 
the number of beds from 75 to 100. 


FOUNDER'S DAY AT THE ROYAL MEDICAL 
COLLEGE, EPSOM. 
Ow Thursday, July 23rd, the Founder’s day was celebrated 
at the above College, Earl Granville, the President, in the 
ir, surrounded by a distinguished body of ladies and gen- 


1. Carmen Elegiacum, de Fundatoris Newton. 
2. | Vawarey. 


) 
3. Daedalus and Icarus (Ovid) 
4. Retirement (Beattie) Williams. 


of his elegy he was rewarded with immense applause. 

other boys were highly successful, thewwing 
great vivacity into their dialogue. 

The head master, before proceeding to distribute the 
feelingly, although briefly, tothe lose the hed 
sustained in the death, al 
prize, consisti of £20, and a bronze medallion with the head 
of the late Mr. given for the first time this year. 

The following is the list of prizes :— , Newton ; 
Wakley prize, Cates ; Carr prize, Harding; Watts Lowe. 
Brande prizes : Good conduct, Wallis, w.; essay, 


Sylvester. Sterry prize, Lowe. Divinity 
Boulger. Classics: (6) Newton; Wright ma.; Ren. Phillips; 
(4) Bannister, ma.; mid., Sloman, min.; (3) Sworder, ma.; (2) 


Caudler ; (1) Wakefield. Mothemation ‘Newton. Arithmetic : 
(2) Fox, 


(1) Moree; (2) Herbert. English: (1) Taylor, H.; 
Parker, mi. French: (1) Fox; (2) Wall. German: () 
ma.; (2) Carter. Italian : Harvey, Sloman, ma. Hi 

(1) (2) A. Menzies, _Bannister, ma. ; Hamilton. 
Dra 


THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 


A comrTia MAJora was held on Thursday, at which a pretty 
large number of Fellows were present. After the reception of 
communications from the medical profession relative to vacci- 
nation, the election of new Fellows was proceeded with, and 
the following gentlemen were duly chosen :—Dr. W. Ogle, 
Dr. Lockhart Robertson, Dr. Harrington Tuke, Dr. Heaton, 
Dr. Morgan, Dr. Moxon, Dr. Hughlings Jackson, Dr. Reginald 
Thom and Dr. § Thom: It will be seen that 
the =o Dama tally with those in the Council nomination 
list which we printed last week, and the same remark applies 
oo election of office-bearers in the College. The Nomen- 

clature report was ordered to be published. The most im- 

was notice of motion by Dr. 

J. B. Williams, to give ellows a larger share in the 
nomination of Fellows. De Williams intends to move that 
before the Council prepares its list of members for the Fellow- 
ship nominations from any two or more Fellows may be re- 
ceived, the of the recommendation being stated; and 

e a are not satisfied with 
CG iI the Fellows may add others, these being 
suspended as an amended list for a fortnight the ay 
of election; and when the names are submi 
Majora, the majority of votes to elect. Dr. 
that the matter should be submitted to the Council for 
consideration ; but Dr. Williams defended his own plan. 
T. Watson that this and other schemes should 
illiams’s motion is to be printed, brought 

sion at the next meeting. - 


THE NEW PHARMACY ACT. 


lows :—From and after the 3lst of December next it shall be 


unlawful for anyone to sell, or keep open shop, or to assume 


| | 
4 
| 
Dis Candi 
the conjoint Universities of St. Andrews and Edinburgh. 1 
was the more anxious to learn under what leadership he was | 
seeking the suffrages of the electors. Judging from the abstract 
of his address published in the daily papers, had I been pre- | 
edue prizes Verse, 5ioman, Ma. ; essay, arter, 
Greek verse, Newton; reading, Wright, ma.; essay (remove), 
Drill: Sloman, ma. Forest exhibition, Newton. Gilchrist 
exhibition, Harvey. 
es The head master accompanied each prize with some appro- 
LN noble Chairman a few eloquent words to the assem- 
bly, and, the usual votes of thanks having been given, the 
meeting separated. 
eela great in 26 0 ospital 
military and civil, as well as in the nursing and genera 
ment of the sick, but lay claim to no merit not equally 
by every member of the Committee. 
I am, Sir, your 4 
July 27th, 1868, Feiler 
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title ‘chemist ist,” or Re like, he shall 
under the Act. emists and druggists 
shell consis persons who, atany time before the passing of the 
t Act, shall have carried on the business of chemist, in 
the keeping of open shop for the compounding of medicines ; 
ali assistants or associates who have been duly regis- 
Seeds under the Pharmacy Act, and all who before Dec. 31st 
next shall register ; the conditions of registration being that for 
three years previous they shall have been acting as assistants, 
and that they shall have passed a modified examination. The 
registration of chemists and dru will be effected without 
fee up to the end of the year. The for the assumption 
of titles, or for usurping the privileges of a chemist, or not 
conforming to law, is £5. No one is to sell any poison unless 
the box, vessel, or wrapper in which it is contained be dis- 
tinctly labeled with the name of the contents of the bottle, 
and of the seller, and his address; and no one is to sell 
arsenical compounds, prussic acid, cyanides, strychnine, aco- 
wn person, but, when sold, the act 
and particulars are to be registered in a special book ; if this is 
neglected, a snaatarel £5 for the first, and £10 for the second 
offence, is to be inflicted. The provisions of the Act for the 
< ‘ood are to — 
to the case e Pharmaceutical Society, together 
with the Privy Council, have power to define additional poisons 
and to make minor regulations. 


OPENING OF THE THAMES EMBANKMENT AND 
THE PUMPING STATION AT ABBEY MILLS. 


Tue completion of these important public works was in- 
augurated on Thursday last by a public ceremony under the 
auspices of Sir John Thwaites, the Chairman of the Metro- 
politan Board. Lord John Manners, the Marquis Townshend, 
Lord Ebury, and several of the metropolitan members of 
Parliament were present. We propose to notice the nature 
of the completed works on a future occasion. Suffice it for 
the present that they appear to be entirely successful. 


MEDICAL TRIALS. 


NISI PRIUS COURT, EXETER. 
(Before Mr. Baron CHANNELL.) 
SPEAR DOIDGE. 


were 

the defendant. 

This was an action against a isi 
near Clovelly, in this county, to recover for negligence 


to > anything to it, and the result has been that the plainti 


5 
o 


t arm is perfectly stiff and utterly useless to him. The 
tiff and several members of his family were called, and 
treatment had been resorted to, which caused the 

now existed. 

Mr. CoLerincE, having addressed jury, called the de- 
fendant, who gave an account of the course he pursued, He 
alleged that he did all that was possible to be done, but that 
the plaintiff was so intolerant of pain that what happened 
arose from hi the 


Hledical Hens, 
CoLLece or SurGEons oF Eyciasp.—The 
following gentlemen, having e@ necessary examina- 


tions, were admitted Members of the C College by di on 
the 23rd and 24th of July :— 
Ainley, Daniel, Halifax. Lett, Francis, Woolwich. 
Banks, Richard, Cockermouth. Mason, J. D., Lewisham, Kent. 
van, 
New | Nettleton, H. T., 


RN. 
nswick. ek, Robert, Bolton, Lancashire. 
, Kent. Penruddocke, George, Bath. 
| Renshaw, W. A. , Altrinchara, Cheshire. 

Chatterton, Cork. | Sanders, Edwin, Jer- 
Chorley, W.W . Leeds, | Seott, W. J., Cape of Good Hope. 
Colson, Edwd., Great Hormead, Her's. | Smith, Fredesick, Great Gromsaby. 
Dawson, John, Rangoon, British | Smith, Leonard, Cambridge-street. 

Burmah. Sta ‘aples, pton, Middlesex. 
Drinkwater, Wm., Shepherd’s-bush, Trevor, 8.L., 

ire. 


Earle, T. E.. Calcutta. 
wards, Branford, Ipswich, | Walker, Jeep. 


Ed 

Gittins, J. T., Barbadoes. | Waring, F. J. A., 

Leaby, Joh » Welsh, Inman, 
Ledgard, W. ford, Yorkshire. | | Wing,” C. E., Bury St. Edmunds, 


(The address of Mr. C. C. Whitefoord, admitted a Member 
ack the College of Surgeons on July 21st, is St. John’s-w 
not ‘‘ Melbourne,” as stated in the official list of the College. 
Ir is stated that during the four or five days pre- 
ceding the 16th ult., more than 250 deaths occurred from the 
excessive heat in New York. 


Tae Mepicat —The subscription of member- 
ship in the Medical Club will be increased at the end of the 
year from three to five guineas in the case of town, and from 
one to three guineas in the case of country members. The 
fee for members residing out of the country is a guinea. 


Crxcnona tN Jamatca.—It is expected that from 
8000 to 10,000 plants of the Cinchona succirwhra will be ready 
for sale in the island of Jamaica, at the plantation at Gordon 
Town, in the spring of 1869. 

A CONSIDERABLE number of distinguished literary 
and af dnc men tof founding met for the 
purpose o e of foun an American 
Academy on the French Insts 

Tue “ a Mall Gazette” states ii last week 
the Belleisle was towed from Sheerness to Greenwich for the 
use of the Seamen’s Hospital Society ; but as no com 
ladder or landing stage was sent with it the ship is useless. 


@bituarp. 


MR. BENJAMIN TRAVERS, F.R.C.S. 


WE regret to announce the death of this highly-respected 
member of our profession, which took place suddenly on the 
27th ult. Mr. Travers was the son of Mr. B. Travers, who 
for many years was surgeon to St. Thomas’s Hospital, and one 
of the examiners of the College of Surgeons. He was born in 
London, and pursued his studies at St. Thomas's Hospital and 
the Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland, and became Member 
of the Royal College of Surgeons in 1831, and Fellow (hon. ) in 
1843. He was the author of ‘‘ Observations in Surgery,” and 
“‘Further Observations.” These displayed a good ae 
of his profession ; but there was little striking or 
them. Some years since, Mr. Travers was appointed err ter 
surgeon and Lecturer on Su at St. Thomas’s Hospital. 
This position, however, he held for only a short time ; and in 
consequence of some ic circumstances he to 

England he commenced practice in Dover-street. He 
er taeeed to any celebrity as a consulting practitioner, 
and merely attended a few of the old ts of his father : 
he resided a few miles from town. Mr. Travers communicated 
several to the Medico-Chirurgical Society’s —— 
a to late Medical Gazette, and Tue Lancer. Mr. 

but he was of unobtrusive habits, and mixed little in 
society of his professional 


q 
| 
q 
a 
f farmer at Clovelly, and in March of last year he met with an 
: accident while assisting in mang | some wheat. The de- 
j fendant was sent for, and came two hours after the accident. . 
Be: He immediately said one of the bones of the arm waa fractured, 
and he to reduce the fracture. The — 
kept in for thirteen weeks, and at the end of that time, 
on further assistance being called in, it was discovered that 
iy there had been a dislocation of the arm. It was then too ate 
| 
4 | 
i | 
| 
as as they sho 
" position in whi plainti is arm; and, his Lord- 
having left it tothe jury, they found verdict for the 
plaintiff for £162 10s. 
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MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


ist to the Dental 


resig 
appointed Medical Officer, 
Publie Vaccinator, and | of Births &c., for the Crossakeel Dis: 
pone See Oideastle Union, Co. Meath, vice H. J. John- 


has been appointed Medical Officer for Districts 
Incorporation of the Poor. 


iverpool. 
Puce, P.R.C.8.E., has been reappointed Public Vaccinator for Dis- 
trict No. 2 of the Newmarket Union. 
has been appointed Medical Officer and Public 
or No.1 District of the Ross Union, 
, MD, has been appointed Medical Officer Officer and Public Vacci- 
the T District of the St, Thomas's Union, Devon, vice 


, M.R.C.P., has been appointed Physician in Ordinary to 
the Royal Hants County Hospital. 
Haver, J,, been appointed Medical Officer and Public Vaceinator 
et No 7 —_ Thingoe Union, Bury St. Edmunds, vice Wm. 
resign 


to Senior House-Surgeon. 


promoted 
A. L., M.R.C.S8.E., of Honiton, bene ited a 
Surgeon under the provisions of the ‘Factory 

of the Devon County Asylum, Exminster, has 
been ap Assistant Medical Officer to the Middlesex County 
— at Hanwell, vice John C. G. Roberison, LECPES, 
Saxpens, —, of the Earlewood Asylum for Idiots, has been 

Sansanrt, J..M.D., has been appointed Medical Officer for tt-town 

District of the Poplar Union, Middlesex, vice B. J. M Grant, ML} nCsE. 


resigned. 
the Liverpool Royal Infirmary and Loch vice Mr. “4 


woop, M.A, M.B., M.R.C.P - 
to the Hospital for Women. 
Tuomrson, J. A., M.R.C.8.B., L.M., of has been appointed 

—— Obstetric Assistant at vice Mr. Osman 
Ca Donegal, vice D. Christie EA, 
Dispensary District of ths 


Pirths, Marriages, and Deaths. 
BIRTHS, 
—On the at Janeville, Tighnabruaich, 
wile of Dr, Campbell, of Consulate, Sim, a daughter. 
Go ult., at Fishergate, Preston, the wife of Dr. 
a son, 


Gwydir, of a daughter. 
—On The Derbyshire, 
& son. 


t. 
bear has been 
fanaghy 
Officer for the Rossquill 


daughte 
Scorr.—On nthe 28nd of June, at Georgetown, Demerara, the wife of Stephen 
Scott, M.D., of a daughter. 
Water the Sumer ily Birmingham the wife of 
Wright, M.B.CS., &., of 


MARRIAGES. 


umme 
Owzxs—Locxr.—On 29th at All Saint 
of Southfields, Su 
Waxp—Laxepor.—Un 
Chobham, Samed! Meive Word, te Marlon widow ot 


Blairgowrie, Perth- 
‘M.D., late of the 


Medical Ser- 


Dr. Christison. 
Jouxson.—On the 20th ult., H. M.D., of 
Locxwoop.—On the 20th ult., A Lockwood, 
Major Royal Scots Greys, 
the 25rd ult., at Dollar, Christian Duncanson 
of John Millar, M.D, PRCSE, of Albany- 


tite Ganges 


Hiedical Diary of the Heck. 


Monday, Aug. 3. 
Sr. Manx’s 9 and 14 
osPrtaL.— Operations, tr. 


—Operations, 1 P 
Sr. 
Sr. Tuomas’s Hosrrtat. 
St. Maxy’s Hosprrat.—Operations, 
Gazat Norrursys Hosrrtar. 
University Cottzes Hosrrrar. 2 
Lonpow Hosprrat.—Operations, 2 
Hosritat, Sovurmwarx.—Operations, 2 


Thursday, Aug. 6. 


Hosrrtat.—Operations, 
CoLLEes Hoaritas.— Operation, 2 


Friday, Aug. 7. 
—Operations, 1¢ 


Rovat Fass Hosrrtat. 


Tes Sawrrany Act ry Hacker. 

Da. Txrrx’s Report on the Health of Hackney during 1°67 gives the results 
of the first year’s operation of the Sanitary Act in his district. The clauses 
of the Aet requiring the disinfection of premises in which epidemic dis- 
eases have appeared have been extensively carried out, and with the greatest 
benefit, as such diseases have been thereby confined in nearly all cases to 
the houses in which they first broke out. Another clause, enabling the 
local authorities to provide increased means of ventilation if necessary by 
making the top sashes of windows movable, is considered a great boon to 
the poor, who can thereby ventilate their rooms at night while their child- 
ren are in them, The district mortuary was used for the reception of 
forty-one bodies removed thither from the place of death during the year, 
seven of them being those of persons who died from smal]-pox and fever, 
and whose removal from the rooms of the living probably prevented much 
serious mischief. There is great overcrowding in the district, with its 
usual concomitants of “ indecent occupation.” 

Ws have received an interesting letter, in reply to Dr. Gordon, from Mr. E. L, 
Mackeye, Senior Surgeon of the Artillery of the Army of Tennessee, C.S.A, 
which shall be inserted next week. 

A Cendidate can present himeelf for examination at the Royal College of 


Surgeons. 
Tar Mosevurro Brrs. 
Srn,—For the of pene y readers during the 
tion of the ito fy, wish to the ose of 
Florence under wh 
experience in Italy i —— found to be the most effectual alleviator 
ay | action caused by their venomous bite. 
Having whe (Poster, Bishopsgate-street 
& supply ot the same, I have used it in England with equal success. 


i &e., 
July 29th, 1868. Mapicvs. 


*,* It would be well if Messrs, Foster would publish the composition of the 
remedy. 


| 
Buapuzy, G., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Junior House-Surgeon to the | i 
Northern Hospital, Liverpool, vice Oliphant, promoted. | 
y 
street, Edinburgh. 
| Ocrivie.—On the 10th ult., G. 8, Ogilvie, M.R.C.S.E., of Bristol, aged 76. 
Cuazrenis, M., M.D., has been appointed Assistant-Surgeon to the Glasgow | 
Eye Infirmary. 
W., M.BCS. 
Nos. 1, 2, and 3 of th 
Crayton, O., M.D., has 
Duke of Edinburgh. 
Crorry, Mr., has been ap 
Dispensary, Liverpool, vice E. Crockett, L.R.C.P.Ed., resigned 
Daxzrms.t, Mr., has been appointed Apothecary and Dispenser to the North | 10} ax. 
Fass 2 P.M. 
Tuesday, Aug. 4. 
| Rovan Faux Hosrrrat.—Operations, 9 a.m. 
| Kova, Lowpow Uratuatmic HosrrraL, 10} a.m. 
| Guy's Hosrrran.—Operstions, 14 
Hosrrtat.—Operations, 2 p.m. 
resigned Nationat Ostuorapic Hosritay.—Operations, 2 
Wednesday, Aug. 5. 
| Rorat Lowpow Hosrrtat, Operations, 10} 
im, Mir. i. , bas been appointec ouse-Surgeon to the Halifax infirmary, | ' 
vice J. M‘Williams, M.B.C 8.B., resigned. 
Nicousow, C., M.A., M.B., C.M., has been Resident Phy- 
siciau to the Medical Missionary Training Institution and Dispensary, 
Cowgate, Edinburgh. 
Ourenayr, J., M_D., Junior | 
| Weerminerss l¢ 
Saturday, Aug. 8. 
Sr. Txowas’s Hosrrrar.—Operations, 9} 
Roya. Lowpow Hosprrat, 10} a.m. 
Sr. Hosrrrat.—Operstions, 1¢ 
Cottzes Hosrrtat.—Operations, 14 
Cuanine-cross Hosritar.—Operations, 2 
om | 
the Z5rd ult., at Tuam, the wife of Dr. J. Kinkead, of 
son. 
Moxzpvuz.—On the 25th ult., at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, the wife of R. D. | 
Rarrray.—On t ult., at Brighton-place, Portobello, near Edinburgh, 
the wife of Andrew M. T. Rattray, MD > of a son, - 
| 
Eppowzs—Hvummet.—On the 23rd ult., at Christ Church, Brixton, William q 
| 
sita- 
| d in 
h 
| a | 
DEATHS. 
George Robert Daliiogs!, 
vie 
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Mr. W. A. Summers, (North Petherton.)—The nuisance arising from the 
filthy brook of which our correspondent complains, and for the abatement 
of which, under the Nuisances Removal Act, he asks for advice, may, we 
think, be removed by the nuisance authority covering over the brook, 
as they are empowered to do by the 22nd section of the Nuisances Removal 
Act, 1855 (18 and 19 Vic., c. 121). This enacts that “whenever any ditch, 
gutter, drain, or watercourse used or partly used for the conveyance of any 
water, filth, sewage, or other matter from any house, buildings, or pre- 
mises, is a nuisance within the meaning of this Act [i. e., injurious to 
health], and cannot in the opinion of the local authority be rendered inno- 
cuous without the laying down of a sewer or some other structure along 
the same or part thereof, or, instead thereof, such local authority shal! and 
they are hereby required to lay down such sewer or other structure, and te 
keep the same in good and serviceable repair.” The putting in operation 
of this section of the Act by the nuisance authority (which we presume 
‘would be the Board of Guardians of the Union) would attain the object 
which Mr, Summers seeks, so far as the l of the nui is con- 
cerned; but it would not provide the inhabitants with a supply of pure 
‘water—a matter which would appear from our correspondent's letter to be 
of as much consequence to the health of the inhabi as the ! of 
the nuisance. There is, however, another mode of proceeding open, which 
would, we think, more effectually meet the case, and that is to call upon the 
vestry of North Petherton, which, under the Sewage Utilisation and Sani- 
tary Acts, is the sewer authority, t» act under sect. 4 of the Sewage Utilisa- 
tion Act of 1865, by which authorities “ have power to construct such sewers 
as they may think necessary for keeping their district properly cleaused and 
drained, and shall as respects all sewers constructed by them or under their 
control, whether the same were made before or after the passing of this 
Act, have all the powers which local boards have in respect of sewers vested 
in or constructed by them,” under the provisions of the Public Health and 
Local Government Acts. The sewer authority (the vestry of North Pether- 
ton) has, under section 11 of the Sanitary Act, 1866, within its district, 
“the same powers in relation to the supply of water that a local board has 
within its district;” and the same statute afterwards enacts that the sewer 
* guthority may, if it think it expedient so to do, provide a supply of water 
for the use of the inhabitants of the district by (1) digging wells, (2) making 
and maintaining reservoirs, (3) doing any other necessary acts’’—in fact, as 
stated in an edition of the Sanitary Act, published by Mr. J. B. Hutchins, 
of the Medical Department of the Privy Council, “sewer authorities have 
the same power given to them to deal with the questions of sewerage and 
- «water-supply as is possessed by local boards.” Should the nuisance autho- 
rity or the sewer authority neglect or refuse to perform the duties en- 
trusted to them, the Secretary of State may be moved to interfere, under 
section 49 of the Sanitary Act, with the view of compelling the authorities 
to comply with the law. 
‘Wz will endeavour to publish Mr. John Kempthorne’s (Callington, Cornwall) 
successful ease of Ovariotomy in our next number. 


~ Junior.—1. Two guineas is the usual fee.—2. Ten guineas. 


Tux Case or wy at 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

—I have to-day seen a paragrayh in your journal of July 25th, which 
is so far from being a correct report that I feel certain you will pardon my 
correction. I refer to the inquest held here on a little girl supposed to be 

= a Spanish flies—the inquest held on July 18th, and adjourned to 
22nd. 
e facts brought out by the inquest were, that the little girl died from 
e@earlet fever, as sworn to by the medical man, T. J. Schullick, Esq., who 
attended her, and who, assisted by Dr. J. Morton, made a post-mortem exa- 
mination, when no evidence of the presence of or effects of cantharides was 
; but there was the rash of scarlet fever, and congestion of lungs; 

stomach containing only bile, and without any appearance of inflammation. 
The reason for the inquest being held was a statement made by a surviving 
daughter to the father, after the poor child’s ceath, to the effect that some 
Spanish flies were given the child the day she became ill. Several children 
were examined; and although statements they moe were very contra- 
dictory (one girl, after denying any knowledge of the affair, saying she saw 
the boy accused put something, she did not see what, but thought it was a 
‘iy, into a gooseberry, and give it to the deceased, who ate it, and the avcused 
boy admitting he had two flies in his possession the same morning, but lust 
them three hours before he was accused of giving them as stated), the fact 
was clear that a boy had taken three flies, eaten one to try the effect, at the 
@ame time giving two to the boy who swears he lost them ; and although ad- 
mitting that he was told their effect in creating sexual desire, must strong], 

swears he did not give them to the girl. 

The uncertain and contradictory evidence, the very smal] quantity of the 
fy that could have been taken (three flies taken ‘rom a quantity and ed, 
being only two and a half grains)—this dose being so much smaller than 
any dose mentioned as having caused death,—the entire absence of any indi- 
cation of the presence of or effect produced by cantharides a the post-mortem 
ination, and the very strong evidence of the two medical men, in my 
justified Aye of the jary that the child died from scarlet 


E I remain, Sir, yours truly, 


Jas. B. Srzpmax, M.D., 
Guildford, July 28th, 1868, Coroner for the Borough of Guildford. 
“#,° We do not question the correctness of the verdict in this case. It is not 
"very eredible that death could have resulted from two flies, supposing 
them to have been taken, especially as neither the symptoms nor the post- 
mortem appearances imply a fatal amount of irritation from the poison. 
On the other hand, the evidence of scarlet fever is not quite convincing. 
“In leaving this painful case, we would impress upon the public that ean- 


‘tharides is a powerful irritant poison, the effects of which in other than 


medical hands are apt to be much more painful than pleasant.—Ep. L.« 


An Elector —The Middlesex magistrates have refused to pay Dr. Diplock his 
salar) for performing the duties of Coroner. They base their refusal on a 
letter forwarded to them by Dr. Hardwicke, complaining that Dr. Diploek 
was unduly retarned, avd praying the Court to withhold payment until Dr, 
Diplock had jastified himself. Dr. Diplock has addressed the magistrates 
on the subject, and complains that they withhold payment for his services 
whilst he is de facto Coroner and doing his duties. He intends to bring 
the case before the Court of Queen’s Bench in Michaelmas term, Can it be 
true that Dr. Diplock has appointed a lawyer to act as his deputy? 

Dr. Muspratt is referred to Tux Lancrrt of July 18th. 


oy THE Mrprcat Szavicr. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 

Srr,—I shall not attempt to pronounce any verdict on the superiority or 
otherwise of the regimental over the general staif system ; but | am so stupid 
as not to perceive the force of much that Dr. Gorden urges. 

Between the old and modern systems of warfare there ie such a dissimi- 
larity that much of our former experience must go for nothing. It will ne 
longer be a question of a regiment or two detached from the main body of the 
army, and requiring to be complete and effective in itself, but of several 
large forces, it may be, engaged in rapid succession, and requiring perfectly 
— transport and medical services. 

t is unfortunate that Prussia was named, beeause that power has just 
effected a reorganisation which certainly resembles the general system you 
have sketched far more than that of our own. 

As to soldiers being handed over to strangers, having ouly a prof: 
interest in them, why, professional ought to be the param unt interest, 
it is at any rate sufficient to secure the patients in cur public hospitals the 
best atten of the best men, with a success not less than that of army 
doctors. Possibly a regiment going into action might be aceompanied by 3 
regimental medical officer whose professional qualifications were too well 
known, and the effect might be an incentive to the soldier to run sway rather 
than anything else! If a regiment possessed a popular and good medical 
officer, why should he not remain with his regimeut under any o'her system 
as well as ‘he present regimental one? A sick man unquestionably prefers 
to remain with his regiment, for the simple reason ha! we ourselves prefer 
to be surrounded by familiar rather than strange faces, and he would maniiest 
this feeling even if he had no confidence in his doctor ; but reeimenta] doctors 
in one sense there must always be under any system. The staff and general hos- 
pital system, as it has always been carried out, i« bad; bat it is conceivable 
fF that another of the same name, but differently worked, might prove 
the contrary. 

As to the evils arising from aggregating a large number of sick and 
wounded under one rool, that has no bearing whatever on the subject, 
Whether such cases were attended by their own regimenta! officers or any- 
body else, the results would be the same. That is a sanitary questi n, and 
turns upon the fact that biz hospitals foster and engender pywmia! and noso- 
comia! diseases, 

Dr. Muir had ample of regimental life before the in 
China, and doubtless it, as 1. do; but, if I am rightly inf his 
predilections did not prevent his practicaliy administering his department 
with regard to its working efficiency as a whole. Again, after Alma, there were 
some regimental officers worked to death, and others with nothing to do; 
but the colonels retained the last-named medical officers with their regiments 
notwithstanding. Surely, under any system, the responsible chief medical 
officer should have power over all his subordinates in the fi: id! 

There is a great Geal to be said in favour of the regimental 
one feels it yy than I do; but the organi-ation you a 
bas never been in this country in the way that | presume you would 
desire. It might prove as disastrous an experiment a- some persons seem to 
think. Be that as it may, no one would be so foolish as to repeat one which 

ly proved a failure, and only — bles yours in name. 


July 28th, 1868, Aw Docroz. 


Desideratum wishes to know if there be eny work in the shape of Gazetteer or 
Directory for Brisbane, Australia, and where he is likely to obtain informa- 
tion caleulated to be useful to a medical practitioner intending to go out 
there. 

Hypatip Tumwovas or tHe Liver, 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Sre,—I have been much grati ed to find, from your rerort or Hydatid 
Tumours of the Liver (“ Mirror,” Jaly 18th), the chon first recommended 
about two years ag» of removing suck tumours by means of electrolysis, has 
been so ably carried out by Mr. Durham, Dr. Hilton F , and Mr. Cooper 
Forster, at Guy’s Hospital and the Royal Infirmary for Children, Waterloo- 


road. 

The ease with which Dr. Fase t recovered from the accidental 
ffusion of 4 d hydatid liquid inio the pleural sae, adds one to the 
many i: stancex which I have myself observed of the extraordinary tolerance 
of the system with regard to galvanic operations performed in the manner | 
have recommended —viz., of exclusively using the nevative pole for internal 
application, and fixing the positive pole outside on the skin; the object of 
this division of the poles being, that in this way the irritant me 
which are necessarily evolved at the positive pole, are prevented from enter- 
ing the tissues, and, being allowed to soak into the substance of the moistened 
sponge by which the circuit is closed, are rendered pe: fectiy harmless. If 
that needle which in Dr Fagge’s patient passed through the diaphragm, had 
been connected with the positive pole, the life of the patient would most pro- 
bably have been sacrificed, as the positive pole applied internally tends to 
produce suppuration or gangrene. 

I trast, now that the absolute safety of the electrolytic treatment has been 
established, it may soon be used for the cure of ovarian cysts. Although the 
results of ovariotumy have recently been comparatively !avourabie, it yet re- 
mains, and always will remain, one of the most hazardous operations in 
general surgery ‘or each individual case. If then we can, by the aid of elec- 
trolysis, d p b ly and absorb the fluid contents of the cysts, 


and by cauterising the secreting cells of the walls of the cyst, prevent 
pouring out fresh material, and thus do away with the tumour, why should 
not such a bloodless, painless, and safe proceeding, for which not even chlo- 
roform is required, supersede that formidable operation of ovariotomy by 
their lives ? 
Tr, obedient ser vant, 
Jviivs Avenavs, M.D. 
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Laurcastex Square. 

Tux state of this, one of the most important open spaces in the west of Lon- 
don, is truly disgraceful. If it be not a nuisance in the legal acceptation 
of the word, it surely is so in every other. The inhabitants, we believe, are 
willing to put the square in order, and keep it so; but the owner, like the 
“dog in the manger,” will not move in the matter. 

G. S.—An apprenticeship is not required for either the College of Surgeons 
or the College of Physicians. 

A. F. will find an answer to the question in Tax Lace of July 18th. 


Tue Lancer Worxnovss Commisstowsrs Tux Poor-Law 
Mapreat Orricers. 


To the Bditor of Tux Lancer. 
—As the of the resolution upon which the remarks of Dr. 
Foul are based, I'beg to reply to his -»" Dr. Fowler is sceptical of any 


substantial accruing benefits to medical officers from the labours of your 
Con.missioners, or trom the working of the Workhouse lofirmaries’ Associa- 
tion, or from the aid rendered by the Journal of the British Medical Associa- 
tion. I reply that these three organisations have been, are, and will be of 
immense benefit to union officers, and I will even go so far as to say that 
without them their case is, as it has been any time this century, hopeless. 

Ist, As to the direct benefits of your Workhouse Commission and the Work- 
house Infirmaries’ Association, let me remind Dr. Fowler that the necessity 
of and paying for medicines without reduction of for the 

medical officers has solely by the fan nome of these bodies been re- 
cognised by Act of Parliament, and is being steadily, if siowly, saunie oat te 
and by the Bill now before Parliament for the 
country 

I maintain that the position of the medica! profession has been materially 
benefited and elevated in the eyes «f the public through the labours of those 
pioneers who, having cleared the wilderness, and sown good seed, Dr. Fowler 
would now ungratefully ignore. These bodies did what no individual nor 
any combination of individuals had ever dune before: they roused the whole 
of England to the incapability of the Poor-law Board, and, in defiance of 
Gwydyr House and its im*eciles, foreed a measure through Parliament, 
which, valuable as it is in itself, is only an instalment of good things to come. 
These bodies, 1 cannot too often repeat, have lifted the question from the 
narrow 4 of class and clique into the broad areua of public justice and 


broader view, and 
lesser. 


ies’ Association has attracted men of hi eittiea! and social rank. 
What purely medical meeting, Jet me ask Dr. Fowler, ever numbered as its 
visitors an Archbishop, a Bishop, and a dozen Lords and Commons? And 
al is a noteworthy fact that while each committee meeting of this ——_ 
ig attended by numerous members of Parliament, and its proceedings 
~~ in The Times and leading journals, yet the t meeting of which 
Fowler speaks, and to which some scores of cal men were dragged 
from ali parts of the country, resulted not even in a single paragraph in 
The Times! not a single er anywhere! and, as far as apy political im- 
» was made, we might as well have amused ourselves with a ceovivial 
rand a su uent game at whist. The only member of Parliament 
present was the Chairman, himself a medical man. 

1, in common with others “who have fought, and in the fight been 
wounded,” shai! be grieved to my heart if I find that past lessons in concord 
have been unlearnt, and that the private grievances of one gentleman are to 
the interests of the whole P Poor-law medica] service—one would bave 
thought they had been ventilated ad nauseam,—and it _— be well da 
Would silence Nis make a reply that 

bis 


would silence 
Dr. Fowler's statement only shows that he joined the British Medical 
Associaiion 'o do something he cidn’t do! This Association is incomparably 
the most powerful m moral, social, and —= arm that medicine possesses. 
gst its 800 men in the Poor-law medical service, 
and 4000 (1 may almost say picked ofthe I tell Dr. 
Fowler it is fatult to ignore its influence; it is recklessness not to avail our- 
selves of its aid; because, forsooth, Dr. . Rogers has quarreled with Mr. Hart; 
and it is selfishness and narrow- ~mindedness in its worst and most contemp- 
tibie form for this reason to turn away from what is magnificent machinery 
to meddle and muddle with inferior engines driven by inferior men. Let me 
remind Dr. Rogers and Dr. Fowler that there are opivious te be taken and 
interests to be considered above and beyond their own programmes. 
must not forget that their amendment of my resolution was not even s 
and they must be fo that if necessary a similar resolution will be 
I doubt not, a similar result. 
great body of the profession have full confidence in the labours of 
your Commission, in the be ve and power of the Workhouse Infir- 
maries’ Assoviation, and in tish Medical and it is both 
useless and ~~ J for two or three men (each with his grievance) to try and 
shake that confidence. 
In conclusion, Dr. and Dr. Fowler not distract us with 
fresh discords, but to adopt the magnanimous silence of those from whom 


HY 


gentleman, aged thirty 
tng fhe sles ich ge pacitate him from business, 
tried coichicum, iodide of , quinine, &c., and various external 
ications, without success. Will readers favour me with their 
and oblige, ‘ours truly, 
July, 1868, A Counray Svrezox. 


1s tan 

A pracx leather bag, evidently, from the character of its contente, belonging 
to some member of our profession, was brought to Tas Lawcmr Office by 
the police in order that we might afford some clue as to the owner; but 
there was nothing explanatory to be seen. The bag had been taken from 
the hands of a known thief in Broad-street, Bloomsbury, who is now re- 
manded at Bow-street pending the discovery of the owner. 

J. L. (Southgate-road) will obtain the information he requires from his usual 
medical 


attendant. 
Dr, Heale.—The letter shall be published in the next Lascat. 


Tux Wieetzpor Caxr. 


To the Editor of Tus 
Srr,—I venture to trouble you with s few remarks the late 
volunteer camp at Wimbledon, which may or may not be of some wo 


the volunteer surgeons, if not to the volunteers themse! ves. 

The effect of the intense heat upon those residing in the camp has shown 

iteelf in several ways; but the 4. 
Ist. Vomiting, diarrhoea, and cramp. 
2nd. Intense thirst, profuse sweating, and faintness, 
3rd. Sanstroke, &c. 

At the hospital tent I am told that when a man applied for medicine in 
was then sent away, and told to return at the proper appointed time 
other dose if he was not relieved. 

1 would ask, Can a man have diarrhoea at the i time? Isa 
man to walt in pain for the proper apprinted for 
he pot entitled to the ad & proper medical officer in preference to an 
insulting hospital orderly? Is a man suffering from diarrhea, with 
to go perhaps a quarter of a mile (from the en house to the hospital) 
time be requires a dose of medicine? Is it or is it not cruel for a man, 
with diarrhea and cramp, to be to walk under a sun such @ 
the day, to get a single of medi- 


Would it not be weil for those volunteer teer surgeons whose regiments 
at Wimbledon to club together and erect an — somewhere in the 
0! those regimen'al cames, which are b at the Wimbledon 
meeting ? For more than 1000 men occupy these cam —_ year now, 
pendent of those who are camped by the N.R.A., an that 
regiment camping has its surgeons. "surely, 3 = be ‘the ad it could be 
arranged for at least two regimental surg the hospital 
tent, and thus relieve the various b of t = g corps 
from applying to the present hospital tent! Let the —— hospital savango- 
ments apply to those being vamped by the N.B.A. and to the regulars w 
stay at the camp, probably numbering altogether 2000 men. Volunteer sur- 
geons, by acting upon these suggestions, would be fulfilling a duty oa have 
ul en to perform—gaiving experience for treating cases 
found in camp life, themselves for any active service should ‘they 


Pig 
Camry QUARTERMASTER. 


Ws stated last week that no general notice appeared to have been given prior 
to the recent meeting of the St. Andrews Medical Graduates’ Association at 
the Freemasons’ Tavern. The Secretary ef the Association informs us that 
every member was called to the meeting. It is strange, however, that no 
intimation was sent to us. 

lv Bede (Manchester) will authenticate his communication, it shall be in- 
serted in our next number. 


Tax ov tae or Puysicians. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 

due to you for the determination which you have not to 
matter rest until it is placed upon a more satisfactory footi 

When we find year after year a wide discontent on the su of the nomi- 
nations, and when we find men occupying the highest positions in the College 
expressing (like Sir Thomas Watson their of the 


rather the want of yee by the Council in the selection of names 
ee ——+ it is .. time that something should be done to rescue 


journal 6o earnestly and so advocated the rights of its 
In Tux Lawcert of last Saturday you publish a list of the nine members 
nominated for the Fellowship; and although not a word can 
paragement of either of the gentlemen selected for that honour, it is puzzling 
at fret oo to judge on what principle the Council acted in Z 


members, admitted between the years 1814 and 1853, — 
4 a provincial physician, who became a member im the 

t, comes the “skip” over another batch of seventy or eighty panes. whee 
the Council discovered three more —, worthy of the bee 
admitted in 1859, the so-called eala without examinatien, 
ment of £10. Finally, the Coanell 
some two hundred and kena tremendous jump ee 


show that there are “ comet-years” in physic as well as in wine, and 
up the mystic number, ey 
for years watched the nominations to 


I assare you, Sir, that | have Council 
the Fellowship, and that this “ hop, skip, and jump” method of selection has 
been the rule on every occasion. 


Facts and figures speak fo: I act, gen 
any further comments upon this 
T am, Sir, yours obediently, 


July, 1868, 


| 
{ 
4 
medical matters are not so perfect at Wimbledon as one would wish, espe- 
cially if what one man told me be correct—viz., that he could not get even the 
Mr. Griffin, with all his energy, all his honesty, and all his money, failed to vee heb phy ede fon — had ran short of diarrhea medicine, and 7 
attract the attention of a score of influential men without the pale of the pro- : . : 4 
fession ; and this is just what the Poor-law Medical Officers’ Association will 
do if they sullenly and selfishly ignore the usefulness and the jabours of | 
Others, and work in the niggling circle of self, shutting their eyes to the | 
forgetting that the greater question must contain the 
ing our eyes to what is the truth: the medical profession 
tical influence, and social status is more dependant upon | 
| uly 28th, 1868. 
lor 
na- 
out 
| the management of the College of Sargeons before the founder of your | 
| 
| 
| ducted in what I will venture to term the “hop, skip, and jump” method. ; 
| First, the Council hopped «ver the heads of some seventy or eighty senior 
they differ; following a common end, and promoting a common benefit, with- i 7 
out taking further part in persona! polemics, or entering further upon per- , 
sonal atiacks. I remain, Sir, yours truly, 
Cheltenham, July 22nd, 1968. 
mitted In 1561 and [rom whom are selected vo less than five, tending 
Parns mv ree Sores oF Fret. 
To the Editor of Tas Lancet. 
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Nemo.—The operation on Sarah Thomas was performed by Mr. Liston. The 
account in the “ Practical Surgery” is extracted from a report which ap- 
peared in Tux Lawczr at the time. 

Coza.—Three guineas. 

Tux interesting case of Mr. Pearson shall be inserted. 


Tax Mzupicat 
To the Editor of Tux Lawcert. 

Srr,—In Tur Lancer of the 1/th instant you have powerful 
encouragement to a system of promotion in the ae tee 
always, I believe, appeared to the general body of medical! officers to be unf: 
in the extreme. | refer to your notes on Abyssinia, ad ting the p i 
of medical officers for a particular service, necessarily at the expense of their 
sen 

Tux Lancet has always been a friend in need to army medical officers, and 
even in the remark to which I allude you are trying to iorward their interests ; 
bat if in this matter your influence for were directed to the institution 
of a more just em of reward, I feel assured that it would be productive of 
much good to the department. 

The medical officers of the Abyssinian expedition are well deserving of any 
reward that a grate!ul Government is likely to confer upon them ; but surely 
some means of recognising their merit could be found without detriment to 
the interests of men who have never failed to orm their duties under cir- 

at least as hazardous to life health as those that charac- 
terised the Abyssinian campaign. 

Why should a medical officer who has done his duty well during an epi- 
demic of yellow fever on the Gold Coast or in the West Indies—I refer to 


ropical climates, and done equally good service, not 
for one season or in one epideue but year after year, wherever cholera and 
sun-stroke claimed their victims? The medical officer who, at the close of a 
trying hot season in the — of India, has seen his corps, and perhaps not 
for the first time, through the dangers of a severe visitation of cholera, and 
who knows that his constitution has been damaged, if not ruined, by his ex- 
ertions to save the lives of those entrusted to his care—exertions c-ntinued 

h many a harassing day and sleepless night,—can scarcely be expected 
to with feelings of entire satisfaction on the Gazette that announces the 
promotion of his junior over him, even though that junior has shared in a 
march of a few weeks under difficulties from the Sea to 

and back 
18th, 1868, A M.D. 


Vac. Virus.—The law does not provide for such cases. There is no punish- 
ment for what is not a legal offence. 

A District Officer.—No. 

Dr. FP. Hawthorne.—The pressure upon our space has prevented the appear- 
anee of the articles. They shall be published shortly. 


Taxarment or Comminutsp ny 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
of numerous corres: 
fractures of the of the extremities 
shots on Prof. Lister's principles with carbolic acid? Considering the great 
I am, Sir, yours truly, 


Your 


July, 1968. Enquizgns. 


Hackney.—Mr. Bossy’s address to the Board of Guardians is a curiosity in its 
way; but it is not of sufficient importance to be transferred to the pages of 
‘Tus Lancer. 


or 
To the Editor of Tun Lancet. 


“ 


Now, I must confess that at first sight it may have that a: ce; but a 
little reflection wil! make it clear to anyone tkat it is not so in point of fact. 
The medicine is al 


together new, and as such to be obtained only in Canada; 


according 
Medical Journal for June, 1865.” Then 
:—“ according to the severity of the attack, 
an adult may take either one, two, or even three pills for a dose, whic’ 
requires to be repeated oftener than two or three times in twenty-four hours. 
To a young person half the above ——— may be given.” 


whatever about the medi- 


z 


to the stady of the subject, he is 


rewarded by discovering what 
is a safe and satis! remedy. He in the most complete man- 
it to the professi fn a first-class medical journal, and invites 
the profession to it in order that it may be fully tested, and 
forward the testimony of other medical men who have tried it with 
myself su’ 


personal evidence to bear on the value of the 
so far with the statements of Mr. Kerr, whom I do not 
udgmen' ave every confidence in, ought it wou! 
not to refer to the matter while I was at the come thane adeegation 
b Sa Raga to bear personal testimony, but to 
may be induced to give the medicine a fair trial, and to report 
; it proves to be what Mr. Kerr alleges, 1 have no doubt, as Dr. 
properly suggests, “some London druggist will enable us to get this 
Your obedient servant, 
Eaton-square, July 28th, 1963, Ascu. Haway, MD. 


Mr. Hurman’s \etter should be sent to the journal in whose columns the 
statement to which it refers appeared. Has it been refused insertion ? 

Enquirer.—Next week. 

H. L, W.—Dr. Headland’s work on Domestic Medicine. 


Taw Prizes. 
To the Editor of Tux Lanont. 
Srr,—-I have been unwilling to Dr. Crisp’s cacoethes by 


his reflections on my condact with regard to the Carmichael Prizes ; 
his repeated 


ing 
way of t 
Council in this matter; but after the adjudication I claimed the double prize, 
to which I thought the will of Mr. Carmichael entitled me. 


Mr. G. Rolleston.—Most of the lecturers on the subject take private pupils. 
The terms differ. 

Dr. Maurice G. Evans.—The registration fee, after the passing of the Reform 
Bill, will be 20s, 

M.D. Edin —Much must be left to the judgment of the Coroner. In the case 
forwarded, medical evidence could have been of little or no service. 


Poor-Law Mxptcat Orricers’ Association. 
To the Editor of Tus Lancet. 

Srr,—Will you allow me to inform the Poor-law medica! officers, through 
your columns, that I have this week received letters in such overwhelming 
numbers, expressing the intention of the writers to join the new Association, 
and offering suggestions and enclosing money, that it is utterly impossible 
for me to reply to them. It will be my first daty after this week, in conjanc- 
tion with the Honorary Secretaries and Treasurer, to arrange them in order, 
and as ‘ar as possible to answer them. 

In all cases letters con’ money wil! have a printed receipt, &c. 


Sir, yours, 
July 30th, 1868. Rooszns, President. 


Communicatioxs, Lurrens, &c., have been received from — Sir R. Martin ; 
Professor Maclean; Sir H. Thompson; Dr. B. W. Richardson; Dr. Cockle; 
Dr. Henry Bennet; Mr. Berkeley Hill; Dr. Ander-on, Kingston, Jamaica; 
Mr. J. Gay; Dr. 8. Ward; Dr. Mapother, Dublin; Dr. Hassall; Dr. Hall, 
Brighton ; Dr. Harvey; Dr. Leonard; Mr. Long, Leicester; Mr. Palmer; 
Mr. Bostock; Mr. Sydney Jones ; Mr. Erasmus Wilson ; Dr. Spender, Bath ; 
Mr. Irwin; Dr. Siade, Paris; Dr. Ballard; Mr. Bulcock; Dr. Heale, Win- 
chester; Dr. MacCormac, Belfast; Mr. J. A Thompson; Dr. Mackintosh, 
Dowaham ; Mr. Pratt, Newport; Dr. Muspratt, Liverpool; Dr. Hawthorne, 
Uttoxeter; Dr. Bright, Cheltenham; Dr. Rattray, Portobello; Mr. Wilby; 
M. G, Bailliére, Paris; Mr. Higginbottom, Nottingham ; Mr. R. D. Oglesby, 
Leeds ; Mr. Lowe; Mr. Rivington; Dr. Stedman; Dr. Pearse; Dr. Letheby; 
Mr. Winchester, Maidenhead ; Mr. J. Hutchinson ; Mr. Bradiey, Liverpool ; 
Dr. Roberts, Manchester; Mr. Yeld, Truro; Mr. Hubbard; Mr. R. Somes, 
Redcar; Mr. Lewis, Uttoxeter; Dr. Owens, Albrighton; Dr. Rolleston, 
Dublin; Mr. Whalley; Dr. Shipland; Mr. Ikin, Leeds; Mr. Wright, Bir- 
mingham ; Mr. Moore; Dr. Layeock, Edinburgh ; Dr. Calvert; Mr. Parry; 
Dr. Sedgwick ; Mr. Mackaye; Mr. Harris, Liverpool; Mr. A. Middleton ; 
Mr. Crofts; Mr. Colmes; Mr. Hammond; Mr. Stear; Dr. Coles, Croydon ; 
Dr. Gibson; Dr. Hunter; Mr. Rendle; Mr. Ashton ; Dr. Dobell; Mr. Hunt; 
Mr. Chapman; Mr. Tomson; Dr. Hewan; Mr. Jewry; Mr. Miller, Willen- 
hall; Mr. Harman, Bridgwater; Mr. Winstanley, Wigan; Mr. H. Bowes; 
Dr. Evans, Narberth; Dr. Gervis; Mr. Swi ; Mr. Pat , Warwiek ; 
Mr. Braine; Dr. Williams, Sudbury; Mr. Hunt; Mr. Gordon, Pontypridd; 
Dr. Millar, Edinburgh; Mr. Hodgkins; Mr. Sheen; Dr. Quick ; Mr. Lewis; 
Mr. Cooke; Mr. Walker, St. Andrews; Mr. Wright; Mr. W. Smith, Gorton ; 
Dr. Mackinder, Gainsborough ; Mr. J. Johnson, Swaffham; Mr. J. Layton; 
Mr. Morris, Henley; Mr. Whitefoord; Mr. James, Stoke; Dr. Christison, 
Preston; Dr. Fowler, Nairn; Dr. D. Smith, Glasgow; Mr. Wallace, Cork; 
Mr, Creasy, Waltham; Mr. Phillips; Dr. Truman; Mr. Meade, Bradford; 
Dr. Cooper, Guernsey ; Mr. Laing; Mr. Kempthorne, Callington ; Dr. Tripe; 
Mr. Cresewell, Dowlais; Dr. Heywood Smith; Dr. Nicolson, Edinbargh; 
Dr. J. G. Richardson, Union Springs, U.S.; Dr. Hadden; Mr. Stansfeld, 
Bristol; A District Officer; Vanitas; Enquirer; Travsiliens; Assistant ; 
T. L.C.; A. B.; Medicus; A. F.; Victim; Pro Bono Publico; M.D, Edin.; 
Vac. Virus; R. M. G.; White Flannel; J. B., Helston; Coxa; M.; Junior; 
A Regimental Camp Quartermaster; W. L. B.; A Country Surgeon; J. B.; 
Fides; A Candidate; R. M. G.; J. K.; C. M. B.; Desideratum ; R. S.; &c. 

Tux Harrogate Advertiser, the Brighton Gazette, the Western Morning 
News, the West Surrey Times, the Bucks Herald, the Jamaica Gazette, 
the Aberdeen Herald, the Surrey Advertiser, the Irish Times, the Hackney 
and Kingsland Guzette, the Morning Chronicle (Quebec), the Exeter Gazette, 
the Kingston Morning Journal (Jamaica), and Pulman’s Weekly News have 
been received. 


TERMS FOR ADVERTISING IN THE LANCET. 

For 7 lines and under ........£0 4 Forhalfapage 13 0 
For every additional line...... 0 0 6! Fora 6 O O 
The average number of words in each line is eleven. 
Advertisements (to ensure insertion the same week) should be delivered at 
the Office not later than Wednesday; those from the country must be 

accompanied by a remittance. 


| 
| 
i noticing 
beg 
I 
} } tO say that in you yurnal of May 9th I am correctly reported to have said : 
| 
| 
' rmer promotions,—or who has undergone the vicissitudes of even the | 
be over the heads of men who have served 
| 
| 
] | 
Srn,—Dr. Bree takes exception to the new 
mended by Mr. Kerr, and classes it among ™ 
: trams,” because when got from the chemists, Duncan and Flockhart, it was 
labeled “‘ New Remedy for +— aad and this was followed by a long printed 
statement of its effects and doses.” 
but the formula i preparing is not _ & secret. It is given at full 
: Jengt’ in the Edinburgh Medical Journal for June, 1865, and I took pains to | 
; ge a short extract from that journal when referring to it. Moreover, on the | 
; containing the pills that I got from Duncan and Flockhart it very dis- | 
: tinctly states that fact as follows :—“ The New Remedy for Dysentery as re- 
# Be that as it may, Mr. Kerr can- 
i aching it. After devoting tive 
| 
4 
a 
} 
Ib 
A 


